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The Fallibility and Falſbood of . the C hah f Rome, 
briefly detebled and made manifeſt, 


SIR, | 
CN Ince Providence caſt me ſo luckily into your company and acquain- -- 
tance, your affable carriage and obliging civility, hath ſtirred up 
in me, both towards your ſelf and your relations, no ſmall affections 
and affectionate deſires of your beſt welfare and happineſs, and 
therefore having heard, not without grief, that the Roman party have 
endeavoured to ſeduce you or them into their communion. I have not 
been a little exerciſed in my heart with deſires to prevent or reſcue you 
thereſrom, being well aſſured that the Factors for that communion are 
Deceitful workers, evill doers; ſuch, as t he fruit and product of their 
Principles in them, who are ſnared with them, is no leſs than imminent 
danger of, if not inevitable deſtruction. And indeed I cannot but be- 
wail that any ingenuous perſens hrought up under the light of the 
Son avs of Proteſtant doctrine, ſhould have attained td'no great- 
er underſtanding and better judgment thereby, than to be impoſed upon 
by perſons, guilty of fo mueh corruption in their Religion, as that a man 
with half.gg eye, (as they uſe to ſay) if not careleſs to uſe and improve 
it for his own welfare, may eaſily diſcern it, but yet I know their ſub- 
tilties are great and their inſinuations ſtrong where they can get admiſ- 
| Hon:to obviate which, [ſhall indeayour a little to help you againft them 
and to let you ſee wherein the Roman Church, and the,men.of her com- 
munion, are ſo e ully erroneous and corrupt, that it behoves all men 
as theꝝ love the ir ſouls to avid them. * 5 
And firſt, her claim of Infallibility is a moſt palpable crrovr and miſ- 
carriage, for which ſhe hath neither any good pen nor colour; ſor 
what though Chriſt hath ſaid that he will build his Cburch upon the Rock 
and that the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, yet that affords no 
more ground ſor t qRoman Church, or any officer in her, to aſſett 
ber of his infallibiflity than for any other Church, for granting that 
by the word, It,] is meant the Church built upon the Rock, and not the 
Rock it ſelfe upon which hei builds it (though the word 4e, cam, it, 
beipg a relative agrees jo gender with, and may therefoft be refe ted in. 
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(2) 
differently to either of them) yet its Chrifts Church indefinitely and 
generally that our Saviour afferts that of, and the Church of Cerineh, 
the Church of Epheſus, the Churches oi Galatia, and the reſt mentioned 
in theSctiptures,yea,and beyond what are their mentioned, were eve 
whit as much the Church or of the Church of Chriſt, as the Church of 
R one, that is, they were all equally and indifferently members of the 
ſame Carholick or Univerſal Church when they were firſt planted, and 
when tlie Apoſtles wrote ta them; and they were all one as well as ano- 
ther by the Apoſtles miniſtry, andby Chriſt as going forth with them, 
built upon the ſame Rock, and ſo they were under the ſame promiſes and 
ip. the ſame ſtate of ſafety, for all of them conjunctly made up that 
Church which was and is the Church of Chrift in its Catholick and 
verſal capacity: and yet we fee the other Churches _ poſſibly and 
did actually erre very groſly, as is evident in what is faid of the Church 
of Corinth, 1 Cor. 15, 12 2 Cox. 11. 2. 3. and the Churches of Gallatia. 
Gal. 1.6, and 3, 1, 2, 3 4,10. and 5. 2. 3. 4. and where now I pray are 
che Churches of Aſia, Epbeſac,and the reſt ? have none of them failed or 
erred grievioully ?. & what promife made our Sat jour to the Church of 
Rane mort than to any of them ? nay, he made ſuch to fome of them 
(as to that of Philo1elphia, of Keeping her in and from the hour of 
temptation tliay ſhould come upon all the earth) as we no where find 
the — unto Rome, Rev. 3. 8. 9. 10. oh liow would Rome Have 
boaſted her ſel had ſuch a thing been directed to her or to her Angel 
if there be any ſuch to her, where is it vxitten ot recorded ?And yet the 
benen H not prevail againſt Chriſts Church, namely, ſo as to ruin 
it. Chriſt hatł & will have a Church in the World, Maugre all the 
and malice of hell, yea, and he may have part of it among tfioſe 2 nar 
es in Aſa and Græcia that are yet left in being, though under great op- 
preſſiens, and not free erde 2 vyhoever they be that 
heartiſy believe Jetus to be the Chriſt fo ag fincerely to imbrate his do- 
Qrine, and be followexs thereof, to the heſt of their i ill and power, and 
keep ſingly thereto, they, even the hole totmpany of them, whoever 
mey be. or how much ſoe ver outwardly diſperſt, are Chrifty church: the 
Church built upon the Rock, againft which the gates of hell hall not 
prevail. And ſuch there are, not only (if there be any ſuch) at Rome, 
and under her jurifdition, but more purely and lefs corruptly in di- 
vers parts of the world that are no members of her. - hol 
If it be faid (as I know it is by them) that Chriſt gave a more peruli- 
ar priviledge to the Church or Biſhop of Reme, than te any other 
Church or Biſhop e ipfaTibility, in that it is built 
upon St Peter as its Bi op, the Biſhops thereof being his ſucceſſors, 
Toe that Iſa y, that the Scriptures know. or uſe hb fuch language _ 
OT wy Churckes, 


(3) 


tor ſounded upon St. Peter, Tea 
ly the 


ny of his Apoſtles to ſay or ſignify any ſuch thing, as that the place or 
Church where Petar mold bs preſide, ſhould be more Iafallible 


Jurisdiſtion, as being the Apoſtles of the Gentiles, It's ſtrange that none 
of the Churehes more certainly planted by him, ſhould bave this Pri- 
vilege, but only Rome, which it is not certain that he planted or ever 
came into: for ſome of no {mall learning have made aqueſtion of that 
that I ſay not have politively denied it, Surely none but ſimple perſons 
and ſuch as are eaſy and willing to be deeeived, and therefore look not well 
to the ir goings, will believe ſuch groundlets pretexts impoſed upon them. 
True it is thatifome of the Ancient Councels gave a Patriarchal poser to 
the Biſhop of R o ſub ject ing theſe Weſtern Churches thereunto; bur 
that was but an humane conſtitution for order and unities ſake, and gave 
him no morelnfallibility than the like conſtitutions gave to the Biſhopsof 
Feruſalem, or 'Antiech, or Alexandria, or Cenſtanineple, whom they 
made Patriatehs alſo in their reſpect ive Jurisdictions. Nor yet did that 
make Reme or its Church the whole Catholique Church, or the Biſhop 
thereof the Head of it, as is evident by the 6th Councel of Carthagt, where 
Fauſtinus the Popes Legate, challenging for his Maſter a power to order 
all great matters in all places, & pretending for it a Decree of the Nicen⸗ 

aA 2 Councel 


- 1,2 A a 
Councel, as upon — — ſearch into the Records of the ſaid Couneefk 
found a falſifyer thereof, and thereupon was decreed an equality in pow- 
er with the other Fatriarohs. But beſide all this; againſt the plea of that 
Church's Infallibilityziris ev idenn mn. 

2. That ſhe hath in Fact erred, and can there be a clearer and better 
demonſtration of the poſſibility of her Frring, deceiving and being de- 
eciy'd; than that ſhe hath aftually Erred : For though à poſſe ad eſſe non 
waltt cenſequantia, yet ab eſſi ad poſſe eſt ualidiſima. Now that the bath 
actually Frred is evident not only in her members and different parties, 
Ht alid in her conjunct conſideration, and'in-her Head. As for her ha- 
ving erred and yet erring in her parties and members, it's demonſtrable in 
this, that contradidoria non poſſnnt eſſe ſimul vera; of two contrad Gory po- 
firions maintained by difſerent parties, the one muſt neeii be falſe. Now in 
the Church of Rome there are contradiftory poſ.tions maintained by ſe- 
veral parties; witneſs the Dominicans and f ranciſrans, the one contra- 
did ing the other in the matter ofthe immaculateneſt ofthe conception: 
ef the Virgin Mary, the one deny ing, and the other aſſerting it; if the 
Virgin Mary was concegved in her Mothers womb without ſin, then the 
Dominican Party of the Roman Churcherrs, and if otherwiſe, then the 
Frane ſcan Party errs, The like may be ſaid of the Jauſen ſis and Feſw- 
ites in the five Articles wherein they differ, But Iſaynot only their mem- 
bers, but their Head and Biſhop may erre alſo even in Cathedy2, or in his 
folemn Determinations and doings, yea in matters of Faith; as is made 
manifeſt in Liborius, ſubſcribing to Arrianiſme, and-/ igilins who both 
condemned and commanded the ſame things to be believed; as in the 
three Chapters condemned by a Councet as favouring Neſtorianiſme, and 
in Honorins who was condemned by a Councel for a Monethelits, And 
turely if a Pope may contradid himſelf, and ſay and unſay a thing as Pope 
and Head of their Church; and both condemn and command the belief 
of the ſame thing (as in that caſe of Pope Vigillus) he muſt needs be F 
lible and erre in the one of them. And there is no way to avoid it, b 
thateither ſome of their Popes have erred, or ſome of their General Coun- 
cels (which is the Church repreſentative, and were ſome time alſo decla- 
red and held to he about the Pope, and wereuſually conſented to and con- 
$cmed by their Popes) have been deceived in condemningthem as having 
erred; either of which ſuppoſals mightily infringes the Infallibility of 
their Church. Nay, and it is believed that the Janſeniſts, would i they 
fpeak out, do not look upon the late Pope Invocent as Infallible in his con- 
demnation of the tive Articles maintained by them, Nay, did not St. pe- 
ter kimſelf greatly erre in a main matter of Faith, and that too after our 
Saviour had ſaid to him, ) how art Peter, and upon th's Rock will Tbuild my 
Church; when he preaches ſuch doctrine to his Maſter, as that be / owld 
not 
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an ſuffer death, for which our Saviour rebuking him, eal'd hini Sathan 3 
At. 16. 22, 23. But not only have and do great Parties in her and bran · 
ches of her erre, and even their Ropes, themſelves, but She herſelf in her 
whole Authoratative Conſtitution and Catholique complex conſiderati- 
on, and 3 tos: if we look upon her DoArines and deter- 
minations in the light of the infallible teſtimony of God, and of his hol 
Spirit ſpeaking in the holy Scriptures, which is the Touch · ſtone to which 
the Propliet Iſa/ ab or the Lord himſelf by him in Iſai. 8. 20. and Chriſt 
himſelfin Jeb. 3. 39. direds us ʒ and to which the noble Barran: brought 
the Apoſtle Paul's preaching with commend tion for their ſo doing, A. 
17: 12, yea and the. Apoſtle St, Peter himſelf directs the Churches and the 
believers there in to that in 2 Pet. 1. 19. and 3. 1,2. and the Apoſtle Paul 
commends Timothy for that from a child be knew the holy Ser iptures, they 
being «ble to make men wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15. implying there- 
in that eben Children if they will mind the help <criptures, and ſet them- 
ſelves to ſee ſ the knowledge of them, may as they grow up in ſome good 
meaſure obtain it to their great benefit, and ſalvation. . Now contrary to 
theſe kolyScriptures this Church of Rome err. | 

1. In forbidding and:witholding from men the reading of the Scrip⸗ 
tures both while in chidhood and afterwards, which is a manifeſt oppo- 
fition to Chrift and the holy Spirit, and his faithful Servants, for therein 
ſhe forbids what they bad and exhorted to, as is ſhewed in what is alrea- 
dy ſaid. They ſaid the-Believers did well to take heed to tbem, and willed 
them ro be mindful of the words of the Prophets, and the commandments of 
the Apoſtles, 2 Tim. 1. 19. and 3. 1, 2. And this Church refuſes to let 
men have them in their own languages that they may read them, eſpeci - 
ally except they will purchaſe à Licenſe with mony, which is the great 
Goddeſs wor ſhipped at Rome. An evident and plain demonſtration that 
the deeds of this Church are evil, becauſe ſhe withholds from men the 
light whereby they ſhould judge of them ; and that ſhe leads her Fol- 
lowers into by-paths and ways of error, when fhe witholds from them 
what holds forth, and would guide them into the truth. Cbryſeſtom in 
bis time exhor ted his bearers to tałę the Bible into their bande, and call tage- 
ther their Neighbours, and by thoſe boly Oracles to mater the minds both of 
themſelves and them;that they mig bt the better withſtand the wiles of Sathan, 
&c. Hom. 6, is Gen. Put this Church is for. tab ing away theſe weapons 
of the holy Spirit and divine waterings of their minds from them. 

2. In mah ing herſelfthe whole Catholique Church, while ſhe ties up 
mens Salvation to their communion with her, and ſubje d ion to her Bi- 
ſhop, which is a groſs and grievous errar; and all one as to make a part 
(and that avery unſound too )to be the whole, to the denying in effect this 


fundamental truth, that whoſoever believeth on Chriſt ſhall * 
| or 


. 4) 
For whilcthe maintains that out of the Church there ino ſalaation aud 
then affwnies: that all that uxt qiut im her teunumion and eher. Church 
Sete tut Church, the iuahes all Tchbic Belivvert in Ohniſt hawevdy 
cordial and-conRtant they bel ther ein, chat ure nut of her ſocicty, toche in 
the ſtate of damnation: and fo cuntradiſts Chriſt and his Apoſtles chat 
ſay whoever believes on him ſhall be ſaved, and that there is no reſpett of 
perſons as to their belonging to this or chat plave or Church, as to that 
matter. It vas not ſo in the Apoitles tune ; for nen ber the Chuckds 45 
Judea, nor the ſeven Churches in Aſia, nor the Churches. uf Galatiayor 
any other Churches mentioned in the Scriptures diſtinctly from thar of 
Rome were ever {aid or ſignified to be the membersof the Churchof Rome, 
or to owe any ſubjed ion to the Biſhop of Rome. Nor doth the Apoſtle 
when he faith, if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth Feſus the Lord, and with 
tbine berrt believeſt that God raiſed bim from the dead thou. ſhalt be ſaved; put 
in as a third requiſite to the deſmition of a right Chriſtian, and an Heir 
of Salvation if thou acknowledgeft the Church af Rowe as the Mother 
Church, and be ſubject to the Pope or Biſhop thereof, as if without 
that they were not true Members of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, 
nor might be ſaved, Rem. 10. 9. yet this is now an Article of the 
Roman Creed, wherein they imitate the Donatiſts of old who 
would confine the Church of Chrift, and biy conſ te Salvation to 
Africa, and therein to the Men of their Communion as St. Aiguftive 
reftifies. Surely this is none of the leaſt Errors of the Roman Church 
but a grofs and grievious one, making Chriſt and his Apoſtles, upon the 
matter, to be Lyars, and the Scripture ſayings that ewn all Believers in 
Chrift for M. of her Church, to be faltehoods, 

3. In doing contrary re the Apoſtles xiprefs direction, that all 
things in the Church fhould beHone' to edification, vo which he adds, 
that if any man judge himſdf a Prophet, or ſpiritual, he ought to ac- 
knowledge the things he wrote thereabout to be the commandments 
of tho Lord, 1 Cox, 14. 26, 31. yet theſe men and this Church, contrary 

| hereto, impoſe upon their Members in moiſt places yet, and have upon 
all fortnecly for divers ages, to perform their Service, or Prayers, and 
ivings to God in an unknown tongue, notwithſtanding t hat the 

ſame Apoſtle hath exprefly teſtified that the fo doing is contrary to edi- 
Hication, 1 Cor. 14. 10, 11. to 28. and will we follow men, or joyn our 
ſelves with them, that fo palpably and openly eontradict the Word and 
Commaginette of B02, and ſo ſoudly proctaim that they fear him nor, 
and belle chem When they telf us they arc infallible? and though per- 
haps it may be renter ofa his ane 4nerier Nation they do, or are wil- 
ling to permit their Service in fin unknown Tongue, yet that excuſeth 
them not for ſo much as they have all along fo notorioully paths o- 

therwiſe 
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| till oß lass ſeme have extorted this anit were mmilſiagiy from 
nor do they yet acknowledge their error and iniquity' in what 
they have done formerly, hut juſtify themſelves in it, hy not alterin 
that evil practiſe and impoſition every where; fon in bah ang 
in many other parts, Huppoſe they retain it. Nay Mr. Era — 
conrertedofiryar; informs us that the Pope farbids the uſo of their 
Fray ers u Hiechuſbme have turned wards _— ſo as that 
they that uſe them are not right Roman ini bis Rectatati: 
on Sermon, pag. 10. but if they had reformed: rhis every where, yet 
even their Reformation would be a Conviction that they have erred 
therein, and deſtroyed their Plea ſor Iufallibility, whether in their 
Church ſormalby eonſidered, or in theiv Head the:Pope, ſeeing both 
the one and the other of them have a long time practiſed,” allowed, 
and irnpoſed ſo grofs a miſcarriage, and taught the people to believe 
it to he a ſervice acceptable unto God. Cen this Church be Iafallible 
that hath fallen and done ſo fowly ? or ean they be innocent that joyn 
theraſelves in Communion with her, when ſhe ſo much ſlighting and 
acting impudently- in oppoſition to che commandment and directions 
of. Chriſt, and as it were openly diſclaiming therein what his authority 
injoyns, and practiſes things ſo contrary thereunto 3 eſpecially how. can 
they but be horribly guilty. of caſting away their own-Souls, who being 
brought up under elearer and better light, do willingly depart there- 
from, or ſuffer themfelves to be ſeduced into a compliance with her? 
Surely, ſince it was the deſign of. Chriſt to bring light into the world, 
and to be the Light of the World to diret᷑t and guide iheli Feet: into the 
ways of Peace: and he hath ſer his Church and Servants for lights 
therein alſo; they who take away that light, or withhold it from 
them and lead them into darkneſs, denying them the Scriptures, and 
teaching them to pray, or rather to fay Prayers in an unknown ton- 
gue, wherein they cannot edifie or be edified, they therein declare 
themſelves to be oppoſite to Cn, * ſo to be very Antichriſts. Oh 
that none of your Souls may come inte their ſecres, or have fellowſhix 
with them; hut yet this is nor all in chick they declare plainly dit | 
they erre groſly from the Faith and Truth of Chriſt, and the true way 
of his Worſhip. Behold it ſtill in other part iculars. For, 

4. Whereas the Lord Jeſus in che Night in which he was betrayed, 
inſtituted his Holy Supper, to be Celebrated ia commemoration and re- 
membrance of him, In which He gave to his Diſciples (and ordered his 
Apoſtles to do the like to the Churches afterwards) a Commemorat ĩon 
of his death and paſſion in two diſtin Elements of bread and wine, the 
one before and the other after, and bad them all expreſly drink of the cup, 
and the Apoftlosplainly tell us, that they delivered to the ay” 
whi 
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- which they alforreveivedof Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo: chat the ith. ga ye the 
+ bread to he eaten; lanctthe: cup to be drunk by them Wuneſs thawri- 
tings of che: Apoſtle Puulyin 1 Cor. 10. 15, 16. Where not directing 
them to ſomo eternal inſallible Judge & Determiser of their underſtand- 
dings; he bids them as wife men, to judge of bis ſayings; and mentions 
both the cup ofblefling>whichithey bleffed, callin 199 or 
fellow in (xwories) vf the blood of Chriſt, and the hitad that they 

brake; calling it the commumion of the body of Chriſt;- and in chap. 11. 
23; 24525, 26. Where repeating the words and order of Chriſts inſtitu- 
ting his Supper in both branches or parts of it, he ſaith, for at eften as ye 
eat this brrad, and drink this cup, ye (hew forth the Lords death till be 
come and let a man (419por@ any man of the Church indefinitely, Lay 
or Clergy, as they are noa days diſtinguiſhed) examine himſelf and ſo 
let bim eat of this brea1, and drink of this Cup. He ſaith: not only let him 
eat of this bread, but alſo let him drink of this cup. And whoſoever ſi all 
eat this bread, and dr:+k this Cap of the Lord untorthily,cateth and drintetb 
damnation to himſelf. And the Apoſtle faith alſo in chap. 14. 37, as we 
noted before, that the things He wrote were the Commandments ofthe 
Lord, yet this Church of Xeme moſt audaciouſly, and with a jonobſunc 
or notwithſtanding all this,preſume to deny the cup to the Laity, yeaand 
to the Clergy too ſay ſome, if any of them he preſent beſide the Prieſt that 
celebrates or ſaieth Mats; making nothing of Gods or Chrifts autho- 
rity tothe contrary, Surely therefore to thera may moſt truly and fully 
be applyed thoſe words ef our Saviour,ſpoken by him 15 pſt the Scribes 
and Phariſes in whoſe eps they walk,'viz. yell bath lai opbeſied of 
you Hypocrites, as it is written, this People bonoureth me with their lips;rbut 
their bearts are far from me. Hawbeit in vain do they worſhip-me, teaching 
for dodrines theCammandments of men. For laying aſide the Conmandmeits 
of God, ye hold the Tradition of men, &c. And full well ye rejedi the Com- 
mdndments,af Gel, that ygu mgy kgep.your own Tradition, making tba word of 
Goals f moneeffe<', through your Tradition which ye bave delivered, Max, 7,6, 
7.85 9, 13. For what is their loctrine· of Concomitaney but their own 

Tradition wherein they teach their Followers to believe that the Cup 
is in the bread as it were; the blood of Chriſt is in his body , 
and they as well taken together, For were they not ſo when Chriſt 
being yerali e inftituted the Supper ? And aſter his Reſurrection, when 
the Apoſtles and the Pri aui Chriſtians obſerved it in both kinds. And 
can the ſuppoſal of both together in one be ſo lively a reſemblance, re- 
pꝓreſentation and commemoration of his death, as When they are given 
ſeperately ? The end of our Saviours inſtituting,and of the Churches ob- 
ſerving this Ordinance, is to ſhew forth the Lords death till be come, 1 
Cor. 11. 26. And is not his death more live y ſet forth n ee 
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when the Hements are given apart, and ſo the body repreſented aswith- 
out it's blood, and the blood as ſeparated from the body, than when both 
are ſuppoſed to be given together in one. In Chrifts ſtate of death his 
blood was ſhed forth from his body, and in the ſupper as inſtituted of 
Chriſt, the cup was given by it felf, as a repreſentation of his blood thed 
for the remiſſion of our ſins, So that here is in this bold contradiction 
to our Saviours precept and practice; both a rejecting of his command - 
ment, and a making null the end of his inſtitution, the ſhewing forth of 
his death. Though yet neither isthis all (nor the half of that] in which 
this bad Church dares to contront the authority of God. For 
5. They alſo ſeave out in their Catechiſmes the ſecond Command- 

ment. I ben ſhalt not make to thy jelf any Graven Image, &c. And to make 
up the number of ten, they divide the laſt into two; both contrary to 
the expreſs voice and command of God, who gave the ſecond as audibly 
as any of the reſt, and with more expreſs ſanct ion by way both of threat- 
ning added, as a jealous God, —— — Offenders, and promiſo of 
bleiling to them that love him and keep his Commandments, and to the 
practiſe and manner of the Chriſtian Church in all it's Primitive times. 
Becauſe they confront Gods Commandment in their practiſe, ſetting 
up, and injoyning Images, and the Likeneſſes, and the Repreſenta- 
tions of things and Perſons to be erected and worſhipped, though God 
hath expreſſy commanded the contrary. Oh audacious Church, and 
Congregation of evil doers! And can uy be ſo blind, as not to ſee pal- 
pably in this and the other particulars, that they both can, and do err? 
And how then can it be poſſibly imagined, that they are Infallible ? Nay 
rather verily it is far righter to ſay, that they are incorrigible, im- 
penitent — impudent in their notoriouſly evil Principles and Practi - 
ſes. God ſaith, thou alt not makgto thy ſelf any Graven thing, nor the likc- 
neſs or ſimilitude of any thing either Heaven above, or in the Earth be- 
neath—tbou (halt not bow down to them nor worſhipthem; And theſe men do 
make the ſimilitude of many things fn Heaven and Earth, as of the Vir- 
gin Mary, the Saints deceaſed, the Croſs of Chriſt, yea, & as they pre- 
tend of God himſelf, c. & bow down tothem, & worſhipthem,6&cyet they 
fay they are innocent, & ſo did the adulterous Church of Judah, when they 
upon every high Hil, & under every green tres wandred & play d be Harlot, 
yet t heyſſend, they were not pallusad, they bad not gene after Baalim, they 
were inuganty auttherefore ſureſy Gofls anger would turn away from them, 
Jer. 2. 23, 35. Even ſo doth this corrupt and erroneous Church plead 
not only that ſhe is innocent, but alſo that ſhe cannot err. But we (hall 
have occaſion to ſay more to this anon. Beſides all this, 
6. What is their Doctrine of Tzanſubſtantiation, but a moſt groſs 
and palpable. «rroxr again che Verdict of Sence, and'Reaſon, —_— 
| | C or 
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Word of God; & therefore muſt needs be without any ſubſtantial reaſon 
therefrom. And me thinks it's ſtrange, that men will believe Lies, that 
are ſo evident and notorious, that their very ſences may convince them 
thereof. If Chrift ſhould have told his Diſciples, that 4 Spirit hath mor 
fleſh and bones, as theyſes bim baue, and yet might impoſe upon their ſen- 
ces, and make them to believe that to be fleſh and bones upon the Ver- 
dif of thx ſences, which yet in truth for all that might be other-wiſe , 
had henot really, what his Advorſaries falſty accuſed him to be ? 
And what weight would there be in that argument, ſo often made uſe of 
by the Apoſtles toafſure us of the truth of their Doctrine, viz. that 
they were Eye-witneſſes of the things they delivered for truths to the 
Church, and fee, and heard, and felt what they teſtified , if things might 
be quite otherwiſe than the moſt plain and conſtant evidence of them to 
our ſences repreſent them? Now wemay ſee the ſubſtance of bread in 
the Sacrament, as plainly as our eyes can diſcern any ſubſtance, we may 
feel it with our hands, taſt it with our mouths, ſmell it with our noſtrils. 
And when we haye fo many evidences that it s bread, yea, and the word 
of God, and Scriptutes of the Apoſtles call it bread too, as they do af- 
ter the words of C onſecration, when it is bro en, yea and eaten too (for 
they ſay, the bread which we break, is it not the Communion of the body of 
Cbriſt, and ſo often as ye eat this bread, &c. 1 Cox. 10. 16. and 11. 26.) to 
beperſwaded upon this Church's or it's Prieſts authority, that thereis 
no bread there, but the very natural body, and the ſubſtance of the fleſh 
and bones of Jeſus Chrift; is the moſtpalpable impoſture upon our faith, 
and the moſt unreafonable credulity, that ever was heard of, not to be 
parallel'd in any Hiftories, Oh but ſay they our Saviour ſaid, this 5s my 
body, and therefore it muſt be his very natural body, As if our Saviour 
never ſpake in Parables, or uſed not ſimilitudes and ſigures in his ſpeak- 
ing, and ſo muſt be underſtood to — Literally, when the underſtan- 
ding his words ſo contradicts our fences, yea; and our reaſon too. For if 
the ſubſtance of bread be gone, and the very fab ſtaace of his bod y, fleſh, 
blood, and bones be there really preſent under the forms of breed and 
wine, upon the Conſecration or pronunciation of theſe words, this is my 
bey, how many abſurdities muſt follow thereupsn ? As then Chriſt 
muſt have many bodies diſtin from one anotherꝭ or the fame to be mul- 
tiplied beyond all poſſibility to ſuy into how many f yea then while 
Chriſts body ſute by his Diſciples whole and untouched; it muſt be at the 
ſame inftant in their hans and mouths, yea his hole body in every one 
of their hands and mouths in it's mortal tare, and yet his whole body 
viſibly before them all, and diſtinct from them all, and from all their 
hands and mouths, and what was thereity: yea,thentfis body moſt be bro- 
ken by fimſelf before it was broken ind he wd us it were his own Crus 
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cifyer befor e he was crucifyed & ſlain, and while as yet nothing of that 
nature was done to his body. For if that hread which hetook and bleſ- 
ted was trauſubſtant iated into — laying of it, that it was 
broken ſor them, in that he brake the bready it muſt then be broken by 
himſelf, and yer for all it was broken and caten too, yet it was as whole 
after that, yea, and in the very time of it's being broken and eaten as e- 
ver; and was taken, and broken, and cruciſied on the Croſs by his ene 
mies, aſter every one of his Diſciples had eaten it in it's natural ſubſtance. 
Then alſo he muff have a thouſand and a thouſand bodies at once in the 
ſeveral places where the Maſs is Celebrated, and the Hoſt eaten, and the 
whole body eaten by every Communicant in it s ſubſtance corporally, & 
yet his body whole & entire in Heaven; and the Heavens muſt receive or 
contain it till the time ofthe reſtitution of all things, ſpoken of by the Pre- 
Seta. Yea and when the Hoſt is reſerved in the Piæ or Box, the ſame body 
muſt be in the ſame time in Heaven & Glory, and ſhut up ia a narrow box 
in diverſe places, where poſſibly it may mould; or if the Mice can come 
to it, be eaten too by them: except the Mice can cat accidents without 
the ſubſt ance, & they can be accidents without ſubſtance to inherein, that 
are in fuch caſe mouldy or the like, and all the abſurdities that the Pro- 
Fhets caſt upon the Heathen Idolaters, when they tax them with making 
a God that cannot help or fave it ſelf, but may be carried to and fro as 
men pleaſe; may be all juſtifie d as rational, or warranted as poſſible e- 
nough by this one Doctrine. For do not the Priefts, they fwy, make of 
a piece of bread the perſon of Chriſt, God and man, even their Maker 7 
And when a Baker hath of the ſame dough made diverſe cakes or wa- 
fers, and divers of them being caught and taken and eaten by men, the 
Prieft takes one or more of them, and Conſeerates and makes a God ol it, 
and falls down and worſnips it, and perſwades the people to worſhip it, 
telling them it is very God and their Saviour. Though yet when it is in 
their hands, it is in their power if they will to caſt it away, or to burn it 
in the tire, if they ſecretly reſerve it, and it cannot reſcue it felf from 
them and their power, no mote than the God made ot a piece of a Tret 
could. May it not as well be ſaid to theſe, as to thoſe Heathen Idolaters, 
remember this and ſhew your ſelves men; ring it again te ind O ye Tranſ- 
greſſors, Hai. 46. 8. For are not theſe men every whit as much infatua- 
red, as thoſe perfons or worſe. For there they took a piece of a Tree, the 
workmanſhip of Ged more immediately, and having burnt part of it in 
the fire, and roaſted meat and warmed themſelves with it, they made a- 
nother part ot it into an Image or ſimil itude of ſomething, and ſet it up, 
and Conſecrated it with tome words or charms, and then they called it 
their God, they prayed to it, and ſaid deliver me, fer thou art my Go, Ila. 
44- 14, 15, 16,17. Giving = Divine worſhip. Perhaps they —_— 
2 | think 
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think as the Papi do, that after they had Conſeerated it, it Fas tran« 
ſubſtantiated too, and ceaſed to be wood; the matter and ſubſtance of 
that was gone, and. it wasthenceforth not a Block or wood, but really 
a God, and had power to help and ſave t's Worſhippers. As the Poet 
deridingly fings of their Priapss. 

Olins iy uncus tram ficulnus, inutile lignum, 

Cum Faber incertus ſcammurs faceret ne, Priapum 

Maluit eſſe Deum. Whenee it migkt ſay in Engliſh, 

1 ſeme time ſince 4 Block of Figtree way, 

Fat nom 1 for 4 God do firmly paſs. | 
And do not the Pepifts after the ſame ſort, while that which was as to 
it's matter, Corngrowingin the field, and after that was reaped, threſhed, 
ground in the Mill, kneaded in theTrough, and baked in the Oven, ſome 
parts of the ſame dough or mals being-taken and eaten, another part of it 
is taken and cenſecrated by the Prieſt with ſome words ſaid over it, and 
then theneeforth it is called, taken for, and worſhipped as God. The ve- 
ry Perſon of Immannel, God with us; though it be —_— inthe hand 
and power of men to diſpoſe af it as they pleaſe, to caſt it away, or burn 
it inthe fire, as to the power of poſſibility, as the Trunk or ſtock of 
the Conſecrated Tree was, for it's ſome time ſhut up in a Box, while it 
may mould. Nay, Fr yar A gan in his Recantat ion Sermon preached in 
Londen April the ſixth 167 3. having been Confeſſor General in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, and Guardian of the Friory of Aonaſteriorit in the 
Province of Lemſter, tells us, a. Gh. That coming to a publick houſe to 
refreſh himſelſ, he found that a Lewd Prieſt had pawned the Conſe- 
crated Hoſt to the woman of the houſe for five & thirty ſhillings (poſſi- 
bly enough as the price of his drunkenneſs, or of ſome worſe prankwith 
* the Hoſtels) & thay he the ſaid Fryar Ages redeemed it with this re- 
mark (as he ſaĩth) that Chriſt was made by him not an Offering for 
ſin, but a Sacrifice for his Luft, See here if thoſe latter perſons are not 
worle than the former, the Heathen Idolaters. For they did not either 
texre their Block in pieces, when they had made him a God, theſe teare 
him with their teeth, as the Latera Councelexpreſt it, nor did they uſe 
to pawn them, as this Prieſt pawned what he called his Saviour 3 ſo as 
nad not the Fryar redeemed him, which they worſhip as their Redeem- 
er, might have, laine in captivity and hondage, till he had been utterly 
toſt or {poiled. Oh ſottih error and ignorance+ Oh but our Saviours 
words; togetherwith the Omnipotency of God mult be-made to bear 
the burthen of all theſe abſurdities. Eut why muſt thee words (this 5s 
mybo1y ) be preſt toſo undue and abſurd a lervice, when many others f 
like import areleſt at liberty therefrom? Did our aviour call the 
bread, or that thing he gave his Diſciples, God -· man, or did he require 
them 
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them to kneel down and worſhip it, as thefe nendo? That would have 
been to the purpoſe indeed: but in that he ſaid, #ake, ee, not take, wor- 
' ſhip, this is your God ; it may be well apprehended, that they go herein 
es his Warrant, in what they do, and that his words afford no ground 
for it. Oh but he faid, rbis 55 my body, and he is true; and his words are 
tobe believed: Do theſe men think then, that where ever our Saviour or 
the Holy Ghoſt calls one thing by the name of another to which it hath 
ſome re e or relation (as is uſual in Sacramental matters) the thing 
is tranſubſtantiated into the being and ſubſtance of that thing which it is 
named / I ſuppoſe not. For then the cup muſt be tranſubſtantiated into 
the New Teſtament, For our Saviours words ars as expreſs in the other 
part of the Sacrament for that, as they are for this they to grolly unders 
d, and impoſe upon the underſtanding of all others; tor ſo St.Luke 
and the Apoſtle Pax expreſly render and relate his words, likewiſe af- 
ter ſupper the Cup, ſay ng, thu Cup is the New Tejtament in my bloal, Tx 
73 mTheor,hic Calix. Not this wine, or this that is in this Cups but this 
CU Pis the New Teſtament. Would the word [] and the Omnipo- 
teney of God do ſuch a Miracle in the bread, as to tranſubſtantiate it in- 
to the very body of Chriſt; and will not the ſame do a Miracle here, to 
tranſubſtantiate the Cup into the New Teſtament. No, but here they 
are forced to grant a Figure. Though the Omnipotency of God is able 
to make as great a change upon the golden or ſilver Chalice, as upon the 
bread. And I ſuppoſe the change is ſomewhat leſs. For the New Teſta- 
ment is ſomewhat leſs than God himſelf,a Covenant or Will made by him 
with us. And may not a Divine Writing be as eaſily hid under the form 
of a ſilver Chalice, as the Chriſt, God man under the form of bread ? 
And yet here they, notwithſtanding Gods Omnipotency and Chriſts ex- 
preſs ſaying, allow a figure in the expreſſions, and leave us the ſubſtance 
of the Cup entire, and command not men to worſhip that : thinki 
that by the Cup is meant that in the Cup, though they think (or would 
have others ſo fimp'e as to think) that what is in the Cup, is tranſub⸗ 
ſtantiated into the blood of ( hriſt that was ſhed for us, and not into the 
New Teſtament ; and ſo that the Diſciples drunk the blood of ( hriſt re- 
ally and verily outof that Cup, thoughit was all, as then, in his veins. 
But there is no more ground for their impoſing the one than the other, 
the wine more than the Cup ex-ept that it's their pleaſure ſo to do; for 
both St. Luke and St. Pau, render it ſo, th5s Cup ir the New I ſtame t in 
my blood; and they ſpake certainly the words and mind of © hriſt, as tru- 
ly as St. Matte and St. Adart, who render them, i is thr Flood of be 
New Teſtament, and God is as able to effett the one as the other ; and: 
the one is no lets abſurd than the other. For if the wine in the cup. or 
what was ſo, be now really and ſubſtantially blood, even hat blood, that 
was thed out of Chriſts | dc 16; us. Mult not then te blood of ti 
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while his — is in Heaven be really and ſubſtantially ſeparated from 
his body: and ſo his body in Heaven is a bloodleſs body, as oft as that 
Prieſt Confecrates the Cup, and deins what is in it 1 or do they ſay 
that the body is in and with the blodd, a they ſay the blood is inthe 
bread or body, and therefore that alone is enoughto be given to the peo 
ple. If fo, then flefb, and blood, and bones, and all are in the Chalice too 
And no marvel then that they give not the Cup to the people, if they be- 
lieve verily that the fleſh and bones of Chriſt are in it, even the ſame chut 
was horn of the Virgin Aary, and hung upon the Croſs. Nay, it's rather 
to be marvelled, how the Prieſt dare venture upon them all to ſwallow 
them down. They might as eaſily believe, that the matter of the Cup 
be it ſilver or gold, is turned into t he New Teſtament, and become a res 
al Hand- writing of Ged, though it appear ſtill to our fences to he a cup, 
as that the Prieft fwal loves down his throat, or the people cat very fleſh & 
bones: and the fame Miracle and Omnipotency will make the one as 
poſſible as the other. Or that the ſame thing that is ſhut and hung up in 
the Pix, being a Conſecrated Hoſt, is the fame numerical body that is 
glorified andgloriouſly appears in Heaven, & alſo what was eaten by the 
people in their receiving & eating what of it was given them. But we may 
tee howtheſe men ſtraining the words of Chrift where they pleaſe( as they 
do alfo ſome ex preſſions of the Ancient Fathers) make the word of God 
ſubje& to their wills and pleaſures, and where they pleaſe they will grant 
a Figure, and where they pleaſe, they ſhall be properly and literally uw 
derſtood; yea, and trained beyond their litteral expreſſion (for ( hriſt 
ſaid no ſuch thing as, this is tranſubſtantiated into or is the ſubſtance of 
my very body, as they ſay) though the like abſurd ities following upon 
the litteral ſence of or collection from it, as would from taking the other 
ex preſſions litterally, makes it neceſſary to underſtand them figurarive- 
iy and facramentally inthe one place as well as in the other. It's true 
that in this Supper, Chriſt would have us (and it's neceſſary for us) to 
abſtract or withdraw our minds from the conſideration of the bread and 
wine in their own proper ſubſtances, and to fix them only upon the body 
and blood of Chriſt, whercof they are a communion or communication 
{ 6/20vie- ) ard ſo to have no more to do with thoſe Elements in our 
thoughts in a manner, than as if there were no ſuch matters: only as they 
may occaſion us to meditate and conſider that his fleth i: meat inderd,the 
true bread, ard everlaſting nouri!t ment of our Souls: and his blood or 
the New Teftament confirmed by it. Dr ink indeed, a moſt comfortable 
matter of refreſhing for the Soul, to take into it's believing eon dera- 
tion; and fo ſpititsally and ſacramentally to feed upon his fleſh and blood. 
But to impoſe upon peoples Faith, that the things which they ſee with 
their eyes to be very bread'and wine, are very Chriſt, his very fleſh and 


blood, yes God man, their Saviour; and to cauſe them to worſhip them, 
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is a very groſs departure from and abuſe of Chrift*s inſtitution, and of 
his command for our obſervation of it. And why may they not as well 
impoſe upon mens faith, that St. Peter after he Confeſſed Chriſt, was 
tranſubſtantiated into a hard ſtone, and his fleſh, blood, and bones; yea 
his Soul, and body, and all was metamorphiz'd into a Rock. For our 
Saviour ſaid unto him, Tuer Petrus in the Syriac { Cepbai] which in our 
Engli Language ſignifies a ſtone, Afar. 16. 18. with Fo. 1. 42. here is 
Chriſts aſſertion as plainly of Peter as there, of the bread. And if the 
word [EA, it] imply the ſubſtantialchange of the bread in the ene why 
may not the word | Es, rhox art] imply the ſubſtantial change of Simon 
Bar-Jonak inthe other? And why may it aot be as rationally beheved, 
that his fleſh, and bones, yea Soul and body were immediately and fub- 
ſtantially turned into ſtone; — Oe as that the bread was changed 
into the body of Chriſt tubſtantiaily ; ſecing the Omnipotency of God 
was as well able to do the one as the other. And that is pleaded as ſuth- 
cient for our Faith to believe this. And ſo St. Peter was a living walk - 
ing Stone that had not the ſubſtance of either fleſh, or blood, or bones 
in him, though the appearance of them all to thoſences. Yea, and why 
may it not be as well impoſed upon mens Faith, that Chriſt himfelfis ſo 
changed in his ſubſtance into ſtone too. For he is called airs F, the li- 
ving jtone, 1 Pet, 2.4. and that the Altar, that Jacob built at Shechem 
was tranſubſtantiated into the Eſſence of God, becauſe Jacob Conſecra 
cing it called it El Elobe, Iſrael, God. the God of Iſrael, Gen. 33. 20. Sure- 
ly they are ſtrangely infatuated or ohſtinatety witful,that cannot or wall 
aot ſee the abſurdity ofthis Doctine of theirs, ſo rontrary both to ſence 
and reaſon, and ſo voidof any ſolid ground for it in the Holy Scrip- 

tures. h | 
ect, Oh but will ſay, they are the Church, and their judg- 
— to be —— the infallible «re and therefore if they 48 45 
fert the like changes and tranſubſtantiations in other things, then they 
were to be believed too. For our Fuith is to be reſolved into their ſry- 
ings, as our da viour tells us, that, bey ther boar nor the Church, art to be 

accounted a; Heat hen, and Publicans, + 

Anſ. But to that iv's ſaid and ſhewed before, that they are not the 
Church Catholique, but onfly a partof rhe Church, and a very corrupt 
part tos. To which-I-add, that 1 find it injo to us, that wo ſhoukd 
hear Chrift; che great Prophet of God, in all things which he ſhall ſay 
unto us, but I find it 'no where injoyned us, that we ſhould hear the 
Church in all that ſhe hall ſay unto us. And that the Scripture here 
quoted by them to ſerve their deſign, is perverted by them from it's true 
aod genuine intent rnd cope. For our Saviour did not there intend nor 
fpedk any thing as ſignify ing an intent to teach us to build our Faith or 
belief of the Scripture-ſayings, or the Expoſition of tho Scripture, _ 
the 
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he Authority of the Church, or it's ſayings, much leſs of any upper 
moſt party, that unduely challenge to themſelves the title and appella- 
tion of the whole Church, much leſs the Church of kame. But his dil 
cour{e is evidently about offences, gi: en by any ſinning Brother, which 
being evident in themſelves, might by any particular perſon againſt 
whomthey were committed, be reprehended and faulted, and in caſe the 
party offending would not hear a private admonition, then it ſhould be 
reproved Ly the ſame perſon again, taking one or two perions as wit- 
neſſes with him, who might alio join in reproving or admoniſhing him, 
And if ſtill he harden his heart, and rerain his offenſive or evil way or 
practice, then they ſhould declare it to the Church, who might all teſti- 
fie their diſlike, or give him a joint admonition of the ſame fault. And if 
he hear not them, in ſuch joint admonition given them by the Church, 
then the offended Brother might diſclaim communion with him, and 
leave him as no more to be owned by him than an Heathen man or a Pub- 
lican. Hete is nothing of the Church's giving the object of faith to be 
believed, or of her being to be heardin whatſoever ſhe ſhall ſay, though 
never ſo contrary to ſence or reaſon, or to the Scripture layings, or to 
the commands of God and Chriſt ; but of the Chuch's admoniſhing an 
offending Brother, who being admoniſhed by her ought to hear the 
Church therein. But that's in no other thing, than in whar he ought to 
have heard firſt the offended Brother in, upon his own private admoniti- 
on; or the offended Brother with. one or two joining with him, upon 
hisſligbting the admonition given by the offended Brother alone. But 
ſurely no private Brother, nor any one or two with him is to be heard 
in whatever he or they may give out fer truth or matter of faith he- 
ther it agreewith the Scriptures, and the commands of God and Chriſt 
or not; or put abſurd expoſitions upon the Scriptures, that may be con- 
futed by common. ſence. And therefore neither (peaks it there of my 
ſuch authority given to the Church to give ſuch interpretation, or im- 
poſition laid upon any to receive ſuch an interpretation given hy any un- 
der that name. Nor indeed by the Church can be meant there the Ca- 
tholique Church all over the World, much leſs is it tyed up to the 
Church of Rome except in it's proper Jurisdiction: but it's meant evi- 
dently of the particular ſociety or eongregation or Church, to which 
ſuchan offending Brother belongs) For it is ſuch a Church as any offen- 
ded Brother, his private admonition being rejected, may inform of the 
offence, and that upon the inſormation given, may alſo admoniſh the 
offender, which can neither be done to or by the Catholique Church in 
it's Catholique and extenſive capacity, no nor yet to or ly the Church 
of Rome; as to the caſe of every or any offender to whom this rule ap- 
pertains (as to what is obſervable in caſe of ſcandal and offence) that 
live in places remote from Rome and her Jurisdiftion, Surely our Savi- 
| our 
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vur no where ſignifies that perſons living in Judæa or Galilee ſhould 
o or ſend up information againſt an offending Brother as far as 
ome.” Nor find we that in any difſentians in the Chutches, any of 
the Apoſtles left any ſuch orders, in auy of their Epiſt les; however 
Rome may have challenged or defired ſuch homage and honaur to 
be done to her, and hath put men upon ſuch unreaſonable and 
chargeable burthens, ſince cue times of her uſurpations upon the 
World. Her challenging that authority and homage to be done to 
her, is but what the falſe Prophets af the Church of Iſrael, calling 
themſelves the Church or holy City, were wont to do. And therefore 
being fore warned by the Apoſt les (even by St. Peter from hom the 
Pope pretends to derive his power) that there ſhould be falſe Teachers 
in the Chriſtian Church or Churches now, that would imitate and do 
like thoſe falſe Prophets, we are concerned to ſtand upon our watch, 
and when we diſcern any party taking that courſe, and walkitig in 
their ſteps, not to give heed to them. The Apoſtle Peter tells us, that 
as there were falſe Prophets formerly among the people, ſo there would be falſe 
Teachers * the Chriſtian People, that would bring in damn. ble Here 
fer going beſide rhe Seriptures, for that properly the word tranſlated 
privily, with reference to what was ſaid before, imports: He had 
commended them before for taking beed to the far word of Propheſie,as to 
Light ſhining in a dark place; ven the Prophets that came in ald time by ibe 
will of God: wherein the bolyMenof God ſpake an they were moved or carried i 
the 'Holy Gboſf, rhe Scriptures of the Prophets. Nom thele falle Tear) 
chers going beſides or contrary to them, would bring in Hereſes ot 
amnation, denying the Lord bot bought them. For Wee Fu is introdu- 


cent, they ſhall bring in; and S is often either contra or preter, « aint 


or beſides ; at . I vi, 1; Entrary ta the Lam, AR. 18, 13. and; ag. 
7 ny AER we e tber Contr ay to or beſides what we have preached; and 
mg mige he Ce, is contra to or beſides what ye received, or rather ia bat 
ye bave otherwiſe received ramely than as the falſe Apoſtles taught 
them, Gal. t. 8, 9. And ſo the ſenſe is, that theſe falſe Teachers 
ſhould or would bring in damuable Doctrines or Hereſies contrary f 
to or beſides (that is diffecin from) the forementioned Scriptures» , 
ſwarving from or oppoſing their ſayings. And ſuch we find) and 
have mentioned ſome of them, aid we may inſtance in more) brought 
in and maintained by the Papiſts. Now the falſe Prophets of old a- 
mong the people, to whom theſe fa!ſe Teachers are compared, and 
made to anſwer (as the words, «'s x; & v'uiv ien), even as there ſpall al- 
ſo be among you falſe Teachers, imply) were ottentimes the greateſt, 

and Prevailing party. of the Prophets among the people ; ſuch, as 
the gejerality; even the Kings, Princes, and multitude of the (roſe. ; 
uſually followed, as appears in ny: 15, 16, and 25: 9, 10, 1]. = 
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Prophets i A commandments Oles, 1 80 11 ſor 
—— of, eproached and caſt, out as 1 0 oleh, MEL 
Soeben anten thing v5, and che way that is ag grerab e 
chem th etleks Now it 
. — the w 95 5 b ee heape whom cheſs? 4 ER: which 
mt ae, . bee them- 
ſelves 5 they. 
hoard op 2 Tie, 4. 3 9 'doi Initate; 7055 Ons, als 
wete age ſons that had the Law with beige ; od that EE 
were to be liſtened to aud followed, as thoſe to whom the Interpre- 
tation of jt were, committed, and from whom it 110 to be received, 
af that the true Prophets (who clave to God and his word indeed) 

== to be hearkued to, but perſecutedand . 080 for contra: 

them. That this was the way of choſe fa Prophets, is evi- 
deni n that they ſaid, we are wiſe, and the Las of the Lord js. with uus, Jer. 
. ge Juſt.chas l. y the Church, of Rome and it's Teachers, we are the 
wiſe men, — the Law and Scriptures with us, we are the true 
. of it, anU'ye mult take it from our, months. But che 

fGod reproved choſe 'talſe Prophers and t api, a6 26 
tay Ache ded by them, ſaying bow . ay ye gare Wiſe end: 

5 we Eorhi, with ut. tb⸗ wiſe. men are aſhamed---for lo they bave rejetied 
e werd ef the Lord, and what wiſdom. is there in them? Even they that 
ſaĩd they were wiſe, and that the Liw ofthe Lord was with them had 
in'truth rejected the word of the Lord, and therefare were deſtitute 
of true wiſdom, and dea lt falſly from, the e Prop to dhe Fri eſt, verſ. 9, 10. 
Eben rhe Church of "Rome aud it's Tee 70 reze& the word of the 
Bord, as is evident in the inſtances we have given, and yet they ſay 
the Law, the Scriptures and it's Expoſition are with ( that is, belong 
unto) them: They are they from whom men muſt receive it, and up- 
on no t mot depend for it. Yea, they g do as els Churgh | 
in fe. 48. 1, 4. is ſaid to have done; who wy e of the 5 one of 
the Lord: bm! mt in truth wy in rieneleeſe Aken 6 all themſelves., 
of the Ho mes in effect, the holy. Nabel batch, The Mei. 


intimated 


„W. 18. wheredtw 8 
ſaid of t 

all not pri from ibe Pr 
bet. Now whih we Ice &r miy 
hz and the teſtimony bf tHe Holy Spirit In t 


» u 
Prophets tłat werk 
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Exponnders of the Scriprures ſhould hothing move us, * we | 
rein walk inche ſteps of the falſe Prophets, eſpe 
thar they cftallenge in aurhority which the — 


hath fort given ed his followers any where um 


. For 


the Holy Ghoſt himſelf who led the Apoſtles ie ll tridtb, Joh. 18. 


13. doth not in «ay Scripture teftifie to us of Kowe 
Church, chat we ſhould derive our Faith from her, or f 
her or her DoAary, more than into any other Church. 
Peter Whisſe authotity they pretend to have commſxted 
without any evidence of the holy Scriptures) and W 0 
they tell us their Popes or Biſhops are) couſd not leave mite at 
rity to tem than he had exereiſed himſelf. Now we find Hit 
the authority of the Scriptures befate His wal 
as to the refblucion of other mehs Fach. Tea, 
fles proved bis * 
evident in his . 2. 6, 7. afid 3. 10, 1 f, 1 f. and obe 
nothing ttpbi men on fis own authority bately, as the poet 

d. He calls the v of Prophiſy 4 more ſure word, than v 
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e, 2 Pet. 1. 16, 17, 18, 19, and inſtead of di- 
der his death to the Church of Nome and her 
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Megacde n from the Error of the wicked, but directs us to the Serip- 
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e Church or Biſhop of Romesfor our direftion, guidance, and pre- 


tuſes of the Prophets and Apoſtles, the things ſpoken and comman- 
ded in and by them. Heęithought not of the Lord Frter, or the Lord 
obe; nor- ſignified at the, reſt of the A poſt les ſtood. in relation, 
more than himſelf top man as their Lord, but only to him ho is 
the Saviour. Vea, and the Lord Jeſus himſelf, when aftetward he, 
appeared to Fobn.in the Iſle of Paimos, and gave him viſions and re- 
velations of the things that ſnould come to pals in che world, aud 
unto the Churches, directed him not to bid us go to Rome for reſo- 
lution of our hearts in the matters of God, and in what concerns 
our preſervation in his truth; but he in his ſeveral Epiſtles. to the 
Churches bids, Let bim that bath an eat hear what the Spirit ſeith to tb 
Churches. He bids not, That be that hath an ear ſhou!d bear the Churchcs - 
ſimply, no, nor yet what the Spirit ſaith in the Churebes; much lels ſaith 
„Let bim that bath an ear bear what the Church.of Rome ſaith, or, what 
ber Biſhop N Oracle, or the Spirit, 45 either in it or him, at 1nfal- 
Libly tied to big Chair, ſpould diclate to us. And yet (which is ver q. con- 
ſiderable) this Book of the Revelations, according to the moſt au- 
thentick teſtimonies of Antiquity, was written after the Deaths of 
1) che other Apoſtles, and its probable at leaſt, that he lived not long 
after it him(elt. who. was the Penman thereof; and there fore if there 
were any. judge or orderer of mens faith infallible to be looked to 
by all Churches, beſides the holy Scriptures of the Prophets and 
poſtles, og. any Infallible Interpreter ot them ahove the reſt to be 
taken hed to, it had been the p̃roper place and time ſurely for Chriſt 
the faithful and. true witneſs of God, the Amen, the firm and ſure. 
friend and Paſtour of his Church, to have ſigniſied who it is, and di- 
reſted the Church, and every one that hath; an ear to heat, and 
hearken tq him, but neither when he was asked, or there was A ſtriſe, 
amqng the Apoſtles who of them ſhould he the greateſt; did he tell 
them«Peter ſhould be their Prince and chief among them, nor did he 
direct them here to any Succeſſor of his at Rome or elſewhere, as an 
infallible Guide and Head. to them: no, there is no other Director 
as to matter5of Faith and Worſhip, directed to of Godby his Holy 
Spirit. in eee e chen ujde, bur oni 
he. Spirit himſelf as ſpeaking in and by the Scriptures ta the Surg, 
chez, what the Scripture ſaith, being 30807079 5 25 1 ole. 
Ghoſt. or Spirit, a5,is to be ſcen, Heb, 3. J, And 0.15, 472 "y 
And (urely.they are guilty of horrible Idolatry that, prefer the for 
0b N ont aße 70 of ar! per oy gr 157 5 0 urch 
or Biſhop, before gr above; Je, Or butas wich the Jeſtnignz. 
ef the Holy Shed, x0 caſt by, ys Abe ede 55 
E » All 


(21) : | 
ind be ruled by men, is indeed to have the fear of God taughe us by 
mens precepts, and in vain to honour God, or worſhip him, which 
was the fault of the Jewiſh Church, reproved by the Holy Ghoſt in, 
the Prophet Iſaiab, tor which alſo he threatned to give up their 
viſe and prudent men, on whom the people leaned, to an infaruation 
ol cheir underſtandings, Iſa. 29. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. and the fault 
charged by our Saviour on the Scribes and Phariſees, and the Jewiſh 
Church, as depending on them, Math.15. 1, 3; 7, 8, 9. Mark 7. 6, . 
to verſ. 13. and it will be as great or a greater evil in us, than in 
them if we make our ſelves guilty of it, in as-much-as God having 
vo ſpo len to us by his only begotten Son, hath: declared his Name 
more plainly and —— than he had done in former ages 3 and 
therefore greater heed and acquieſcence in his words and ſay ings, is 
expected from us; . far us then to forſake the fountain of Living wa» 
ters, (which is Chriſt ſpeaking in his Servants, the Apoſtles and Pro» 
phets in the Scriptures) to dig up Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, (as all 
wen with their inventions and decrees, and all their authority and 
yenthat are not his, are) would be a more aſtoniſnable machiels; 
than what of that nature was practiſed under Moſer and the Prophets 
by the Church of Iſrael, Fer, 2. 12, 13. Our Saviour in the Relation 
b the Rich man, and Lazarus introduces Abrabam, directing the 
Leh mans, ſive brethren to Moſes and the Prophets, and not to the 
Jewish Sanbedyim or High-Prieſt, or anyother perſom claiming an 
alli ble authority diſtinct from them (though they might have had 
moren coloure by fan for claiming ſuch a thing, either rom chaten 
Dei. 1 8 11,13 c appointing men in cafe of doubt or coritroverſy* 
to- ſtick to, and obſerve — of the Higiubtieſt, or 
ehlet Ruler of the People; or from that promiſein . 59. 21. Where 
Gad promiſeth to put his Spirit upon Zien, or ſome perſons in it, 
and his ords into their mouth, ſo as to cchtinue ir from generati- 
n to generation, than any the Pope or the Chureh of Romi cas ſhe w 
for their claim, yetLlay Arabæm directs them toi mo ſuch:perſa or 
perſons, hut onely to Moſes and the Prophets) und if he fe directed 
them then, ſurely now that we have Chriſt and his Apoſtles alſo ad- 
ded — — of the revelitionof Gods mind and will, and 
25 in fallible Interpreters of Moſes and tlie Prophets; id behoves us to 
take ted to them, as ſpeaking in their words and vritings and not 
toineg les pr ceſuſe them under pretence of inſufficiency-in them io 
q; ret us no aright, without ſome other infallible Guide that he 
no where direct us to, to determine us. And that Rome, or her 
Head the Pope, is not Infallible in her doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
pies lat inſiſted on) is evident from heuce,/tharGdeflarone of: 
non 


Popes or Biſhops, hath taught tie Church that che tied iu che 


Sacrament. 
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<Garrament'is — — changed in its nature v 
ſubſtance: and others of chem have taught and determined vbat ic is 
ſubſtantially changed, fo as the fleſk of Chr iſt ic is that is eaten and 
torn wich the Teeth of the Communicants, as in che Lureren Qoartcil 
was damned, and in contediGeries one part muſt nerds bedaile, which 
things du ly conſidered, may imbolden us to rejeſt whe Pleas and pre 
tence of chat Church: aa more groundleſi Uſurpations & Inch 
mens,” by which they pervert men om the right ways of God, 
which our Lord Jefus hath delivered to us. | R 1 
Nay, our Lord Jeſus in the Book of the Revelations, inſtead of 
durectiug us to Rame, doti clearly call us off from it, und hach re. 
vealed that to us concerning her, which being talen heed u by ut, 
vill admoaiſh us to ſlee from her, for by the concurrent conenτtνον 
Interpreters, as led to it by the Scripture it ſeli, compared with tte 
ſtate and oonditien of Kane: it is Rowe decyphered in that Hook, not 
by che Name af Feuſalum, the beloved. City of God, in the light 
whereof che Nations of the ſaved ſhould walk, but by the name ei 
Babylon, che Enemy of Yrruaſalun, and her Inhabitann, and the ſud e 
of the der peſt died ſins, and heavieſt judgments mentioned in that 
Book. Yea, the Papiſt writers themſolues are allo forued to con feſi 
the truth hereof it is ſo. palpable and evident, (yea, rather chan they 
will not prove St. Peter to have been ar Re, Babylon ſhall gn 
Rome too in his 1. Epiſtle 5. 23.) ſurely fhe was the Chery that then 
ruled over the Kings of the Larth, and vas built upon ſc Ven Hiller 
Monstaine and that's the Citycalled Babylon, Ru, 17.98. and try 
evident that ſhe ruled over the Kings of the Barth, not only In hen 
Pagans but alſÞ as much oe more in her Papal State, wherein their 
Popes an Biftops have eracted Homage of them, made them biſt their 
Tom, hold cheir Stirrupe, wait at their Doors, and do things fur 
below their. Majeſty and eur in ſubjection to them. Now! in 
al] thas BE no gon is ſpołen of Babylon; nor ary dire@ion is gi. em 
. * — — — —— afly! 
ing, bus much is fpoken of its-Wickedneſs, Whoreddm, Idolatry, 
Blaodineſs, while ic remains, and of its woeand miſery irreparable in 
its fall, as that chat ſtiali forever Perifh, with expreſs aud vehement 
command s Gods people that are in her, to come vu H e, leſt” 
eaking with her in her fins; they ſhould: alſo-pertake with her in 
Plaguet,; Rev r. 4. which ane conſideration aſd qui oyers' 
rhrows thai gorrupt interpretation tnt would. confiie Whatis ſud 
of her to hen Hearhen ſtare only, as the Papiſts to excuſe tdemſeſ ves 
do, er rather to blind themſelves from ſeeing cheir o guilt; fer 
ig ie nero ſa ehen, ſhe hould ha ver ſuund her nde as a Ciey or Ha 
deftroyodfurerer;: bur bya gloriogs Metamorphoſis hy + 
. be ion 


"41 _ : 
Gon of the Spirit of Whoredom, and Neſurrection from her falls in 
ente changed into the holy City, or the Lambs Wife, where- 

there is nos the leaſt intimation of any ſuch thing, but a vehement 
> Cache of her ſinking like a mighty ſtone inthe waters, never to 
riſe again, Rev. 18. 21. whence it is evident, (which: ſhall mention 
asa farther diſtiae charge, and a further inſtance not only of her fal- 
libility, but alſo chat the is fallen foully already in that it is thereby 
exident) That . 5 5 ; 

7. She is guiſty of Ildolatry, for that's it thet ĩn Scripture is repre- 
ſented by Whoredom ;. and ſhe is called: the great W H ONE, and 
the; Mother of Harlots, and abominations of the earth. And ſhe is 
certainly as great a WH ORE from Chriſt, as ever the old Babilon, 
or the. old Pagan Rome un, and mare truly ſo alſo, being not ſo eſ- 
pouſed ta Cheiſtan 2 as fincedhe tur ned Chriſtian. In- 

deed ſhe isa Myſtical MH O RE, corrupted from the purity of the 

Eith and Worſhip of: God in Chriſt, yer giving out herſelſto be a 
Qusen and Lady, the Queen or Darling of Heaven, the only Catho- 
lique and Infallible Church. In her Pagan ſtate ſhe was more openly 
and groſiy a Harlot,. a groſs Idolatreſs, and there was not Myſtery 
writ. on her forchead; but now as very and as arrant an Harlot or I- 
dolatreſs as then, but more ſpiritually ſuch, and under ſiner preten · 
ces. That we may make good this — — her; let us firſt in- 
quire and take notice what Idoliery is imtheScriprore language. For 
as it is no asking a mans partner whether he bea Thief, ſo neicher 
will the Adultreſs confeſs her ſolf to be ſuch a one but ſbe eateth and 
wipetb ber mouth; and ſaith 1 baus dume no wic kadue ſi, Prov. 30, 20. Now 
Idnlatey in the: Seripture language is with referente ti | theworſhipu 
of God hat Fornication or Adulteryis among men; therefore ic 
often compared to and iuſtrated by the practices ot Whoresand Har 
lots, ain Jer. 2. and 3. EZchιο d 23. and ſo as ſhe is a Whore that 
takes into the bed of love with her, and proſtitutes herſelf to uny 
man that is not her husband eſpouſed and married to her wherher it 
be hen ſervant, friend, or aſtranger; ſoheũs an Idolater . char alli 
deus, and gives teliginus worſhip to any beſide the itt he Gd, he- 
thenit bowithithe heant wog only, or whetheruMfo'or onfy with 
the bodyi Imtherſormer way'Covetonſneſs is Idolatry, beeauſe iti u 
putting iches in the place of God, as to inward eftImarion of, affecti- 
on to, confidence in them, Epbe. 5. 5. Coll. 3. 5. Some alſo make their 
Belly their God, and commit Idolatry cherewith) while they preſer- 
their Belly before God and his favour; and love in Chriſt; or his word! 
i diecting us to worſtrip him / and wall with him eighely in 
2 Chmiſt . Pb 3. 19% whethes by the Beſſy be meant the grnſſer 
appetite and brutifeſenſiat luſts in gluttony; drunkenneſi, intents 

= 2 Perance, 


Ti Gy) 
perance, unchaftity and the like; or elſe their own wiſdom, under= 
ſtanding and / will, the Belly being often uſed to ſigniſie and put 
for the in ward man or heart, and what is therein, as e 32. 48519. 
Fob. 7, 38. Job 15, 2, 38. and 20. 1, 20. Pro, 18. 8. and 262227 Now 
that the Churthiof Rome is guilty of Idolatry in thoſe or ſome of thoſe 
ways of it, what can be more evident. For fer covetouſneſs is inſati- 
able graſping or gaping after Crowns, & Scepters,Kingdoms,and Do- 
minions, ſo e as was ſaid of the Caldean Babilon) that ſhe enlargeib ber de- 
fire as Hell, and it a Death, and cannot be ſatisfied, but gathers to ber all Na- 


tlont, and beaps up to her (as far as ſhe can) «ll people, tiabak:2:5.. and this 


that ſhe might be enriched with their worldly riches and treaſures. 
So as it may be ſaid of her, that ſhe is abundant in treaſures,axd in the niee- 
ſure of ber covetouſneſs, Jer. 50.13. Yea, and (was ſaid ſometime of Je- 
boiakim in For. 22. J.) that her eyes and ber heart is not but for ber cove- 
touſneſs, and to ſped innocent blood.. Thence the Proverb, omnia Rome 
venalia; that all things may be ſold at Rome for mony ; and the very Let- 
ters of her name are the Initials of Radix Omuium Malorum R varitia. 
And as for her Voluptuouſieſs, Uncleanneſs, Sodomy, and Filthineſs, 
their Church and City is toe notoriouſly full of ſuch things, witneſs 
the lives and doings of diverſe of their Popes and Biſhops, and their 
taking mony for the open maintainance of Stews and Brothelhouſes, 
and for her preferring her wiſdom, will, and inventions before the 
word and appointments of God and Chriſt. What is ſaid before may 
in part give evidence. So that in theſe things ſheis a notorious Idola- 
treſs, though as if we as ke any of the covetous, Epicures, or Self- 
conceited Perſons, whether they be Idolaters, they will deny it ſtifly, 
and if we charge them therewith they will be angry; ſo it is with 
Rome and her Church alſo. But again, the giving external religious 
undue adoration to any thing ori perſon that ĩs not God, is Idolatry, 
as is evident from the Scriptures, For ſo the falling don to the 
Molten Calf and worſhipping or adoring it, is called Idolatry in i Cor, / 
10. 7. though it was profeſſedly in honour of Febovab, Exod. 32.5. ſo 
alſa s therfallingdown tothe Stoch and worſhipping it iniZfa! 44. 
15. Ahd d imthe ſecond Commandment forbids: both Eieiwekwig ” 
ts vun ſelves a nav or carytd. thing {2005 'orthelikendſt was bing 
(Dor in Heaven nbone er in the Earth breath, & Toragrofall dH 
to and worſhip it. Yea, in the Greek it is d iN a ανẽif . ẽ ? 
thou ſhalt nat bow down to it, neither ſhalt tbou morſpipi it, either of them, 
vine ej then do bow doyn ti it, or worſhipit;ds Ido late a for- 
lnddeirtq any iim htude made any wl) iei ther by ug wilela ig? 
nei ndngziontherlifee hy men. Andi whentbeboly uu FUG 
to: the Angehthat ſhe well him the things revealed tod m Re- 
velations, he Was twice forbid to do it, and bid toi worſhip Gd, 5 
2. imply- 


. (#8) | 
implying that the worſhipping or bowing down to the Angel was a derd- 
jatirig from and a [in againſt the Commandtgent that bids us to worſhip 
Bed He might not it ſeems join the worſhip ot an Angel to of with the 
worſhip of God. Nor is it {aid that he fell down { aa9p464 but only - 
uu Ha to ince} down to or adore him, Yer it was a thing forbidden him 
as injurious to God and his wor ip, as intrenching upon his prerogative 
therein, and ſo certainly reducible to the fin of Idolatry; evenas for a 
married woman to admit to bed to her ſome of her ſervants, though the 
chief abour her husband, yea, though they be his familiar Friends, it would 
be Adultery as really as if the ſhould admit meer ſtrangers or enemies to 
him. Nor would it be an acceptable plea to him that ſhe ſhewed therein 
the greater honour and humble reſpect to him that ſhe loved his ſriends and 
ſervants ſo well tor his ſake as to admit them to bed with her alſo, and 
ju ged her ſelf too low for his fellowſhip, and therefore thought it meet- 
er to honour him after that manner, by contenting her ſelf, at leaſt ſome- 
times, wich them; hoping that way to make them her greater friends to 
him from whom alone ſhe expects all her maintainance, though by their 
mediation the hoped to have more of it and much better. Nor would a 
King take it well that ſome Homage proper to himſelf, in which the king» 
ly power is aſcribed to bim, ſhould be given out of pretended reſpect ta 
him, to fome of his Nobles or Courtiers alſo. Now that the Church of 
Rome is grofly guilty of the giving this ſolemn religious proſtration and + 
doration to thoſe that are not God, is ſo openly and evidemly true, that 
nothing can be more true. For what do they in worſhipping Ged do uns 
to him that they do not to the Virgin Mary, or to ſome other Creatures? 
Certain it is that neither the Virgin Mai, nor any of the deceaſed Apoſtles 
or Martyrs, or holy Men, are God; much leſs the Images, Pictures, or 
Starnes of any of them; nor the Croſs, or the Picture, or Image of it, no. 
nor the Pi ure or Image of Chriſt himſelf. Nor is the Bread in the Sacra- 
ment God, ſor that may be ſhut up in a Piæ or Box, ſo as God cannot be. Vet 
to all theſe things and diverſe more they fall down and worſhip them with 
that kind of worſhip forbidden in the words { d apooroviicers, thou ſhalt uot 
fall dun to them 5, aggoxoviow Ti Ge, worſhip God] Yea, what worſhip 
the Idolaters uſed to perform to their Idols, graven Images, or Stock of a 
tree made a God to them, that they perform to others that are not God; 
that is, they fall down and pray to them to do ſuch things for them, as only 
God can do, only they fay not to or of t hem perhaps that they are their 
Gods. Nor will their diſtinction of ue and x e e excuſe them: ſor both 
are forbidden to any but God in a religious way of worſhip or adoration. 
Therefore the Heathens are faulted for ſerving thoſe things that by nature 
are not Cod, Gal. 3. 8. Where theApoftle faith, not ixerrd ours but i H- 
AM ot ye ſerved or performed 4:a6ay to thoſe things that by nature are 
not God. They were no doubt guilty — of Idolatry; though it's 2 
| preſſe 
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pr eſſed by that kind of worſhip which the Papiſts by their diſtinctiom al- 
low themſelves to give to what by natureis not God. As none of thoſe 
things before mentioned are by nature God. None of them can ſay that 
either Angels or glorified Saints, much leſs their Statues or — are by 
nature God, by the Apoſtles deſcription of Idolairy, then in which he re- 
preſents it as a giving ννν.to or ſerving religiouſly any thing that by 
nature is not God, they are concluded to be Idolaters. Vea, the words in 
the ſecond Commandment D12YTN R979) 2717 MMWN RY are proper- 

, thou ſhalt not bow down to them. nor ſhalt thou ſerve them. For [(] is 
properly Ai, to ſerve. Yea, it may be obſerved that what the Papiſts 
do to thethings that by natureare not God, is the fame that our Saviour 
calls Ac ,p For they do apwoxurime fall down to and adore, or kiſs thoſe 
things before mentioned or ſome of them. Nom ven the Devil tempted 
Che iſt to do that to him, (or axyoxuviccis wor, or as it is in Luk, 4 7. 
zus nb ws falling down if thou wilt worſhip or proſtrate thy ſelf to or before me 
(which is what the Papi ſts cannot deny but they give to the things above 
mentioned, they fall down to and kneel to or before them in their acts of 
religious worſhip) our Saviour — him with this, a#oxvvijcrrs Ke 
vv + Oe (Cu ama wivg curd ons, plainly implies that, that that they call 
xrel, a Divine worſhip to be given to God alone, is contained therein. 
That the Roman Church then are Idolaters is evident, for they worſhip and 
ſerve thoſe that are not God, nor allowed of God to be worſhippcd, or re- 
tigioully adored and ferved by us. Nay, I may ſay too truly that God 
hath given them (as was ſaid of his dealing with Iſrael formerly for their 
neglects of God, and lifting up themſelves in pride again him) to worſhip 
the Hoſt of Heaven, Act. 7. 42. only this difference there is, that the Iſra- 
elites worſhipped the Viſible Hoſt, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, but theſe the 
Inviſible Hoſt, that is, the Saints, Angels, and Gloritied Perſons 3 who as 
truly are the Hoſt of Heaven andnot the God of Heaven,as the other was, 
though not ſs Viſible : and the worthip of them as truly and really Idela- 
87 as the worſhip of the Vi ble. Yea, they wor ſhip thoſe of whom there 
is leſs certainty that they are in Heaven, and ſo of whom there isleſs cer- 
taitity that they are any way beneficial to men in the leaſt, than there is of 
the Viſible Stars, as Thomas Becket, St. Francis, Ignatius Loyole, and others, 
that probably might be no better Saints than Annas or Caipha, or ſome of 
eur Q AK EKS. 

That they give religious adoration to them that are not by nature God 
and to their Images too, is too groſs to be denyed; and what kind of wor- 
ſhip they give may be diſcerned in theſe inſuing inſtances that I ſhall here 
ſet down. Firſt in their Devotions to the Virgin Mary, who I am ſure is 
not by nature God, To her they pray, and of her they aske iuch grants, as 
only proper to God and Chriſt to gi. e; and to her they aſcribe moſt blaſ- 
phemouſly the ſame things that ate alcribed to Cod. As is to be ſeen " the 

inſuing 
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inſuing inſtances among many others. Even St. Barnards devotions joining 
the Virgin Mary with Jeſus Ghrift are toe full of this Idolatry, witneſs 
cheſe following expreſſions. | | 


* 


Audi precer O plena grati2 Hear 1pray O thou full of grace 


Peccatoris bujus ſuſpiriae, This ſinners ſighs in piteous caſe, 

Et pro t14 mi ſericerdià And fer thy mercy me again reſtore 

Deo meo me reconcilia, Into favour with my God whom 1 adore, 
Mater bons. And agaln O good Mother. | 

Tibi Meter fac acceptabilem Make acceptable O Mother to thee 
Peccatoris banc vocem flebilem, The wailing voice of the ſinſul me, 
Redde mibi Deum placabilem, Make God with me to be appea ſable, 
Ne ſe præſtet inexorabilem That be may not be one inexorable, | 


Lem offendi; I englifh it thus. Whom 7 bave offended. 


And yet he is modeft in compariſon of ſome others who invoke Her by 
ſuch titles, as | 
Reparatrix & Salvstrix deſperantis The Repaireſs and the Savioreſi of 


anime, Souls in deſpair, 
Irroratrix & Largitrix ſpiritualis The Bedewer with and Conferrer of 
gratie. | grates that ſpiritual are. 


Another accoſts her thus, peccat rum Conſolatriæx, infirmorum Curatrix, er- 
rantium Revocatrix, Juſtorum Ci firmatrix,deſo'atorum ſpes & auxilialrix 
atq; mes promptiſſima Adiutrix; that is, the female Com ferter of ſinners, Hea- 
ler of the weak, Caller back of thoſe that wander, Confirmer of the Juſt, the 
e and belper of 1he deſolate, and ſaith the Devotioniſt, my wojt ready Hel 
per, She is addreſſed to and prayed to alſo by the names of Excelſa Dom:- 
na, Salvatrix ſeculi, Regina Gentium, & c. the high Lady, the Savioureſs of 
the World, the Queen of the Nations. Which what are they but highly Ido- 
latrous expreſſions contrary to him that ſaid, tho ſbalt worſhip tte Lord 
thy God, and him only a't thos ſerve, Eut beſides theſe, the very expreſſi- 
ons of the Scripture directed and attributed therein to God himſelf, are ap- 
plyed to her, as may be ſeen in the Mary's Fſalter. So from the thirtieth 
(or according to our diviſion of them; the one and thirtieth) Pſalm they 
thus {ay to her. In te Domina ſperavi non confurdar in æternum, ingratiam 
tam |uſcipe me, incliua ad me aurem tuam, & in miree mes lætiſica me, Tu 
es ſertitudo mea; & refuginm meum, conſolat o ma, & protetiia mea; ad te 
clamavui cùm tribularitar c r meum. In manus tuas Dom na commendo ſpi- 
tum meum, mc am totam vitam, diem ullimum, that is, in thee O Lady have 
I put my truſt, let me not be confounded for ever, receive me into thy favour, in- 
cline thine ear to me, and in my monrning comfort me. J bon art my firenght my 
refuge, my conſolation and my protedion 3 _ thee bave I cryed wbenmy heart 
| 2 was 
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we: treabled. Inte thy band LH,, ie commend my ſpirn, oy whole fe 
left day. See here, there not herein beſide the outward worſhip — 
body, and the bodily act of invocation; a profeſſion of the moſt in ward 
- worſhip proper unto God, and moſt incommunicably to be reſerved unto 
- him ? Is there not here then groſs Idolatry and Bla v aſcribing to 
a creature that that is peculiar unto God, Of the like ſort is that in Pſal. 
71. Reſperge Domina cor meum dulcedine tua, & c. Beſprinkle my heart, O 
Lady, vitb thy ſweetneſs, make me to forget the miſeries of this life, ſtir up ever= 
laſting defires in my ſoul, and iuebriate, or make drunk, my mind with the Joys 
of Paradiſe ; and in Pſa, 46 alias the 47 thus, Omnes Gentes plaudite ma- 
nibus, pſallite Fubilo V irginis glorieſæ, quoniam ipſa eff porta vite, anus ſx« 
lat ia, & Via noftre reconciliationis, ſpes penitentium, ſolamen lugentium, pan 
brats cordium atq; ſalus, &c. that is, 6 clap your hands «ll ye Nations, fi 
with a joyful voice to the glorious Virgin, becauſe She is the Gate of Life, 105 
Duor of faluation, and the W ay of our Reconciliation, the Hype of thoſe that re- 
penn, the Comfort of thoſe that mourn, the bleſſed peace and ſafety of heart, &c. 
with reference to Pſal. 18. it is alſo ſaid, Religiaſi omnes honorats illem, 
guia ipſa ef Adjutrix veſtra, & ſpreialis Advocate, Efto refrigerium noftrum 
glorioſ Mater, quia Tues totius Religionis mirabile firmamentum, &. that 
*, All ye Religious men (or Cloyſterers) bonour ye Her, becauſe She is your 
helper and ſpecial Advecate, Be thou our refreſhing, O glorious Mother of Chriſt, 
forthou art the marvelous foundation, or ejtabliſhment, of all Religion; upon 
Pſal. 20. Exaudi Domina, ſuccurre Animæ cùm deſeruerit corpus ſuum, mitts 
Angelum in occurſum ejus per quem ab boſtibus defendatur, ſentiat in penis re- 
frigerium tuum, & concede locum inter Electes Dei, that is, Hear O Lady, ſuc- 
cou my ſoul when it ſhall leave it's body, ſend an Angel to meet it, by whom it 
may be defended from it's enemies, let it feel thy refreſhing in the pains of Pur- 
gatory, ant give it a place among the Elec of God. And if this do not ſuffi- 
cicntly ſhew their guilt of Idolatry, I ſtall add a paſſage or two that will 
ſhew it with greater Blaſphemy, as when they ſay in Pſal, 34. Quia Do- 
mins bumillima fuiſti, Verbum Increatum ex te carnem ſuſcipere coegi/ti, that 
is, Bec auſe thou, O Lady, vaſt moſt humble, thou didſt vonſtraim or compel the In- 
Created Word to take fleſh of I ber, and in Pſal. 36. Mater Dei, inclina vul- 
tum Dei ſuper nos, coge illum peccatoribus miſerevi. Mother of God, incline the 
countenance of God towards ns, compel bim to be merciful to ſinners, But e- 
nough of this blaſphemous Idolatry with her, Yet all this and much more 
is to de found in that Ptalter ofthe bleſſed Virgin, ſaid to be made by their 
Seraphical Doctor St. B»nav-ntwre, Bi hop of St. Albans, and one of the 
Cardinals of the holy (they might better have ſaid unholy) Church of 
Rom:, And their Primer made for their children after t he ule of Salisbury 
printed with a privilege according to the Kings and Queens Maj eſties Let- 
rers in the reign of gueen Aar is of like complexion with that Pſalter, as 
is to be ſeen in Fo Murtyro. vol un. 3. pa. 273. witneſs theſe among othor 
kaffages. N . Holy 
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Holy Mary. Jo comfort us in our Deſolation; 
IT bat by thy prayer ond _w Mediation 

We may enjoy the reward of the Heavenly reign, Gec, 
And again, The dolorous paſſion of Gods ſweet Motber 

Bring us to the Bliſs of Almighty God the Father. 
Again, O Thou meek Mother baue mercy therefore 

On Wretches for whom thou badſt theſe pain all 

Seeing thy Son that V ine-clufter preſſed ſore, 

And from the peſtilence-of death eternal 

Keep us by voiding the Fiend Infernal. 

And join us with them that rewarded be 

With eternal Life ſeeing the Deitie. 


Nor only with Her do they commit this Idolatry, but with others alſo 
both Apoſtles and others of leſs worth, if not evil perfons, as may appear 
from the ſame Primer, Whence they teach their Children to be ſuch in I- 
dolatry betimes; teaching them not only to ſay, O Lord defend us always 
through the continual ſuccorurs of St. John Baptiſt, or with reference to the 
Apoſtles Peter and Paul, Hear us mercifully, and grant that through the me- 
rits of them both,we may obtain the glorꝝ everlaſting ; but alſo with reſpect to 
Thema Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, murthered by occaſion of contempt 
againſt the then King,this is ſaid. : 

By the blood of Thomas which He for thee did ſpend, 

Make us (Chrift) to climb whither Thomas tid aſcend, 


O Blaſphemy ! And with reſpe& to St. Nicholas, O God which hoſt glori- 
fied bleſſed Nicholas, thy boly Biſhop, with innumerable mir acles, grant we be- 

eech thee that by bis merits and prayers, we may be delivered from the fire of 
Hell. To theſe I ſhall add ſome paſſages that Dr. Moor hath mentioned in 
his Antidote ag aiuſt Idolatry giving that in Engliſp, that He hath therein ſet 
down in L ine only. Being pieces of Devotion publiquely read or ſung 
with Stenterian voices, as he phraſes it, in their very Churches; as to St. 
Coſma; and St. De vian two uondam Phyſitiams, they thus ſing. 


O Medici piiſſimi O Phyſitians moſt pious 
Qui meritis clariſſimi Who in merits being famous 
In Calis reſulgetis. Brightly in the Heavens do ſhine, 
A peſte, clade corporum Keep us from peſtilence noiſom, 
Preſervetis, & operum The bodies death ; and alſo from 
Mor ibus ne langueamus, Bad manners, left in them we pine. 
Nec moriamur ſpiritu, Neither let us in ſpirit dy, 
Sed Anime ab olitu But from Souls death haſtily 
Velociter ſurgamus, Let us riſe again. ; 
Et vivamus in gratiJ, And that we may live in grace 
Al ſacra Cel: palatia Till to Heaven ſacred Palace 
Donec re grediamur. Ve return to reign. 


St, 
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St. Francis they beſpeak to this purpoſe. 01 
Sentie Franciſce propers veni. Pater accelera ad populum qui) premitur & 
teritur ſub onere, pale, Into, latere, & ſepultos Ægyptio ſub ſabuls nos li- 
bera carnis extincte vitio. Holy Francis come apace, haſten Father to the peo- 
ple preſſed and worn out under their burtben, the Chaff, the Dirt, the Bricks. 
Free us that ere buried under the Egyptian ſand (perhaps he may mean of 
Popiſh Superſtition) the corruption of the fleſh being extinguiſhed, 


St. Andrew they court thus. 


Tam nos foveto languidos, Cheriſh us now who do languiſh, 
Curimg; noftri ſuſcipe, Take care of us in our anguiſh, 
Bud per Crucis victoriam That by the Croſs's victory . + 
Celi petamus gratiam. We may get Heavens favour high. 
St. Nicholas to this purpoſe. DG. 
Ergo pid noi exandi | Hear us therefore piouſly, - 
Aſfitentes tue laudi, Who aſſit thy praiſe duly, 
Ne ſubdamur hoſtis fraud; Againſt Sathans ſubtlety I 
Nobis fer auxilia. Help us left He us deſtroy. 5 
Nos ab emni malo ducas, Let no evil us infect, 3 
Vita red nos conducas, In the right way us prote@, 1 
Poſt banc vitam nos inducas After this life us direò, 
Ad eterna gaudia. And bring to eternal joy. 5 


St. Agnes they addreſs themſelves to after this ſort. 


Ave Agnes Glorioſa Hail Agnes who glorious art 
Me in fide ſerves reda Fro th right faith let me not ſtart, 
Dulcis Virgo & diledla O ſweet Virgin and dear Heart 

Te exoro precibu', With my prayers I thee intreat. 
Charitate da per fed a Grant to all men piouſſy 
Deum per quem es electa That with perfect charity 

Colere pie omnibus, . They may worſhip God moſt high 


Whoſe choice bath made thee ſo great. 
St. Bridget they Idolize thus. 


O Bregetta mater bona O our good Mother Bridget 
Dulcis Ductrix & Matrona Our ſhe Guide and Matron ſweet 
Nobis fer ſuffragia. Help us by thy ſuffreges, 
Naufragantes in hoc mar Who are ſhipwrackt in this Sea 
Tus ductu ſalutari By thy conduct us ſafely 
Duc ad vite bravis, f Bring to life eternal wages, 


. But 


(379 
But St. Catherine is more largely Deified of then 
after this manner. 


- 

AveVirgo Dei digna Worthy Maid of God I greet thee, 
Chriſto prece me conſigna, By thy prayer for Ghrift bemeet me. 

Audi preces, præſta votum, Hear my prayers, perform my wiſh, 

Cor in bono fac immotum, i In what's good my bears ft abliſp. 

Confer mihi cor contritum, Grant to me a heart contrite, 

Rege viſum & auditum, Rule my bearing and my fight. — 
Rege guſtum & olfactum Holy Maid, yea, taſt and ſmell, 

Virgo ſans, rege tacium, And my touch too order well, 2 
Ut in cundſis, te regente That in all, guided by thee, 2 
Vivam Deo purd mente, I may ſerve God with mind free. 5 
Cbriſtum pro me interpella With Cbriſt for me intercede, 
Salva mortis de procell3, Save me from Deaths ftormy dread. 6 
Superare fac me mundum, Make me overcome the World, 

Ne demer gar in profundum. Let me not to Hell be HurPd. 7 
Ne me finas — — Ob let me not ſhipwrackt be, 
Per peceata in hoc Mari. By my Sins in this great Sea. 

Viſita tu me infirmum, Vifit thou me when Infirm 

Et in bonis fac me firmum Aud in goodneſs makg mefirm. 
Agoniſta Dei fortis 1 hou ſtrong wreſtler with the Lord, 
Preſto fis in bor mortis, In deaths hour thy help afford. 
Decumbentem ſove, leva, When I ſay Sick Nurſs and Chear me, 
Et de morte ſolve ſeva And from cruel death loog'd bear me. 
Di reſurgam novus bm That a new man I map riſe 

Civis in Cæleſti domo, And may dwell above the Skies, 


What they can deſire more of Chriſt himſelf than they expreſs in ſome 
of theſe, I know not, but yet beſides all this and much more of the like 
nature, they have alſo enacted in their Councils, both in the ſecond 
of Nice, and in that of Trent, that the very Images of Chriſt and of 
the Virgin, and of the Saints, are to be worſhiped, and that to with 
the ſame kind of worſhip, as Chriſt and his Saints are worſhiped 
with, point blank contrary to the ſecond commandment which they 
— may as is before ſaid, leave out of their Catechiſms, them they 
kiſs, and before them they uncover their Heads and proſtrate thems 
ſelves, to them chey build Temples, and Altars, ſet up Candles, burn 
Encenſe and the like, pretending that that way they worſhip Chriſt 
and the Saints chemſelves, juſt as the Pagan-Idolaters uſe to do, of 
whom Origen in his Anſwer to Celſus, ſaith thus. "Ev i cd 
wiſe oe x; Ot rnold out SuaT eixb Y- o ατε > p ecru 
eie nulu e rv that is, we ſee ſometime men that. ati in hig 
eſteem tor Wiſdom and Divinity, bowing down chemſeves to the 
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Image of z corruptible Man, which they ſay they do for the honour 
of God; yea, and Celſw himſelf pleading for the worſhip of cheir 
Dæmons, and for their Altars and Statues, hath this Plea, Tay ta % 
Wy I's In una; Tr οα Ser aal 0 a Toy Ne that is, 
may uot he chat worthips God lawtully enough, wo. ſhip him that 
receives authority from him, as pretending to worſhip the great & 
moſt high God, in worſhiping thoſe that were honodred by him, 
And again, Ty iy xj otCay mc da, mzvTus Ti Aunt Thy iv © ee 
gely; He that honours and worſhips all them, what offence doth he to. 
God (or how grieves he him) whoſe all are how like to the Popiſh 
Doctors pleading for worſhipping their Saints and Images ſpake that 
Heathen ; yea, and that by erecting Statues, or making Images to them, 
with which they commit their Idolatry as the Heathens did with theirs, 
they act like them alſo, may exſily be ſeen with thofe that will compare 
them: the Images of the Heathen uſed to be conſecrated as we hinted 
before; and what Dr. Afory quotes out of Ainntius "elix, jearing their 
Images, may well be applyed to them, when he faith, Ecce funditur, fa- 
bricatur, ſcaly tur nondum Deu eff. Ecce plumbatur, conſtruitur, erigitur, 
nec adhuc Deus eff, Ecce ornatur, conſecratur, oratur 3 tunc poſtremo Dexs 
e't, That is, lo, the Image or Idol is Molten, Wrought, or Graven, his 
therto it is no God, it is ſau/dred, made up, and erected, neither yet is 
it a God, but when it is Adorned, Conſecrated, and Praycd to, then at 
length it becomes a God, ſuch kind of actions are done to the Popiſh 
Images to make them objects of Worſhip and Truſt ; as thus (as the ſame 
Doctor tells us out of Chemnitius) they conſeerate the Image of the 
Virgin Afary. Sanctiſie, O God, this Image of the bleſſed Virgin, 
c that it may aid and keep fafe thy faithful people, that Thundrings and 
© Lighaings, if they grow too terrible and dangerous, may be quick| 

6 expelled thereby; and that the Inundations of Rain, the commotions o 

© Civil War, — devaſtations may be ſuppreſſed hy its Preſence. The 
I of St. „ thus, Grant, O God, that all they that be- 
* bold this Image with reverence, and pray before it, may be heard in 
© whatſoever ſtraits they are in. Let this 4 be the holy expulſion 
© of Devils, the conciliating (or procurement) of the preſence and aſli- 
6 ſtance of the Angels, the protect ion of the faithful, and that the Inter- 
teſſian of this Saint may be very powerful in this place, who would not 
© be dyawrrtoadoreſuch an. Image as they are perſwaded to be of ſo great 
8 but the Canſecration of Images, as in the Roman Ri- 
wah publiſhed. by wo. of their Popes ſince the Councel of Trem runs 
higher; being that, « Grant, O God, that whoſoever before this Image 
5 hall diligently and humbly upon his knees Worſhip and Honour thy 
*on'y Son, (or the B. Virgin, or what Saint the Image relates 
sto may obtain by his or her Merits or Interceſſion, grace in the — 
ent, 
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r ſent life, and eternal glory hereafter. So that the Saints here are made 
fellow Sharers with Chriſt or God in the diſpenſing grace and glory to, 
or procuring it for us; and their very Images are great advancers of 
their beneticence. Is not this too like the Heathens, who aſcribed to 
their Lemons or middle Deities the handing to us the benefits we receive 
in all outward enjoyments, as is to be ſeen in what the abovenamed Celſus 
pleads ſor the worthip of them; nay, do they not exceed their Pleas, in 
as much as they — alſo to their lnterceſſions, the giving of ſpiri- 
tual grace and eternal glory: I (hall not inſiſt upon all the Rites and ob⸗ 
ſervances practiſed and allowed in the ſaid Church to their Saints and 
their Images, which are ſuch as one of themſelves: Ludovicus Vives 
plainly confeſſes ſuch likeneſs to the Pagan Idolatries therein, that he 
faith, or: pote t aliquod d5/crimen oſtendi, niſi quod nomina tantum & ti- 
tulos muta ver int; that is, that there can no difference be ſhewed be- 
tween theſe practiſes and the Pagans to their Idols, but only that they 
have changed their Names and Titles; for whereas the Learned Papiſts 
will ſay, that they are not ſo ſilly as to think theſe Images to be Gods, or 
to be able to helpus, what ſay they therein, but what the Heathens alſo 
ſaid of their Altars and Images. Celſus faith, If the Chriſtians condemn 
the Images or Statues of the Gods, becauſe that Stone, or Wood, or 
« Braſs, or Gold, being wrought up by this or that Man into an Image, 
© is not, nor cannot be God, wacie i ogie, Tis 8 d Gun uin vimos 
© Taba ny Emu e dANd $10) dvamud]e Y 4zzAuare* this is a ridiculous 
© wiſdom, for who except he be a very tool or child, believes them to 
© be Gods, but only things dedicated to, and the Images of the Gods: 
but as they thought that their Demons or lower God, were to be wor 
ſhipped by ſuch Statues and Images as repreſentations of them, or Medi- 
ums to which their preſence and divine vertue were affixed, in honour of 
the moſt high God, as his Miniſters of good things to vs, who were there- 
fore to be made propitious to men that they might convey good things 
from the great God to them, as is to be ſeen in the Pleas of the ſaid Celſus, 
ſo theſe think of the Saints aud good Angels, and of their Images, and the 
anſwers that Origex gives to Celſus, ſhewing the reaſon why the Chriſti- 
ans made or worſhipped no ſuch Images, or worſhipped not God by them, 
will moſt of them be of the ſame force as to this praiſe of the Roman 
Church, as they were againſt that of the Heathen,and do clearly evidence 
that ſuch practiſes were diſallowed and rejected in his days by the then 
Chriſtian Church, though both the Virgin Mary and the Apoſtles were 
deceaſed long before, and were as much in glory, and in as gaod a capa- 
City to help them then, as to help any now, and they needed as much then as 
ever, becauſe of their dreadſul perſecutions that they then groaned under, 
for among other things, Origen tells Celſus, that the reaſon why the Jews 


and Chriſtians forbare ſuch worſhip of m_ and Images, was * 
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that in the Law. © Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou Worſhip, and that thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me, thou 
ſhalt not make to thy ſelfan Idol, % zwy73; opuo/vus, nor the likeneſi of 
any thing in Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, thou ſhalt not wor- 
ſhip them, nor ſerve them, and becauſe of that, thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy Cod, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. With many other ſayings 
which ſaith he do ſo deter us from Temples, and Altars, and Images, that 
we ſhould rather chuſe to die, than to defile our Religion with unlawful 
matters. And afterward granting that God may be known, and hisonly 
begotten Son; and that thofe whoever they be that are honoured of God 
with the title of Gods, or are made partakers of the Deitie, are different 
from the Gods ofthe Nations which are Devils. Vet he adds, & ulw Avra- 
y der x) 1ſ1 woxery my O22 y x Tots da ApLemY tv 40ythat it is imbe ble for one 
zo krow God, and to pray to Images; and that it is not only a fooliſh thing 
to worſhip and pray to Images, but alſo to pretend or appear to do ſo, 
complying with the multitude, as certain of the Philoſophers did uſe to do. 
Yea, & that they took heed with all care not to honour Images, leſt by any 
means they ſhould give occaſion of believing that they were others Gods, 


and often aſſerts that the Chriſtians refuſed 4x4 71 oiCery aÞs my &Y.. 


© 07 O37 x) 739 Tegmamoxoy mans x TH Tus Abgnv , to worſhip any thing elſe 
than the God over all, and his No d, the firſs begotten of every creature, and 
©that they did, 4% c x) & i Y duteicws my 6H m0 ©:9y e Neb 7% 
© wovs mpogdyrTO- e, Tie, worſhip the Ged over all by his Som, who 
only brings ui to him, without Schi in, Separation or diviſion, There was 
then no extending the ads of wor hip beyond God, and his bleſſed Word 
er Son; nor any belief entertained in the Church of the Virgin Mary, or 
any of the deceaſed Apoſtles, Angels, or other Saints, having any share 
committed to them in the offiee of Mediator, for bringing the worship of 
the worshippers unto God; or for imparting his grace unto them. No, 
theſe were then accounted ſtrange and corrupt notions, if any ſuch were 
as yet crept into any hearts, and they are evident Adulteries from the fi- 
delity and loyalty or the ſimplicity of faith that we owe to God in and by 
Chrift Jeſus. The proper Apoſtacy of the laſt times foretold by the A- 
poſtle, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2. as Reverend Mr. A E D E hath learnedly demon- 
rated in his Treatiſe upon that Scripture. Wherein he that will may ſee 
this argument excellently handled, and amongſt other things, a large re- 
lation aut of the eight Book of Theoderer, de curandis Grecorum affec- 
r onibus, of the Chriſtians having then taken in the Saints and Martyrs 
into the place of rhe Heathen Dæmons, as among other paſſages, theſe 
words teſtifie, * Eorum qui paſſim Dii ferebantur memoriam è mente 
hominum Martyres aboleverint. Suos mortuos dominus Deus noſter in 
Templo pro diis veſtris, i. e. dxmonibus iri duxit------- Pro-Jovis liberiq; 
Patris ſolemnitatibus Petro, Paulo, home, Sergio, alii(q; Sanctis Mar- 


tyribus;, 
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*tyribus ſolennitates epulo populari peraguntur, &c. that is, the 
* Martyrs have aboliſhed the memory of thoſe that were commonly 
* accounted Gods, Our Lord God would have his dead brought in- 
to the Temples inſtead of your Gods, that is, the Devils, inſtead 
of the Feaſts of Fupiter and Bacchus, the people now keep Feaſts to 
* Peter and Paul, co 7homa and Sergius, &c. And what the Papiſts l- 
ledge of their doing all the ſame things that we Proteſtants do, but 
they do more alſo, is but all one in this matter, as if a Woman ſhould 
ſay that ſhe doth all things to her Husband that another honeſt Wo- 
man doth to hers, but ſhe doth this more, that whereas the other ho- 
neſt Woman yields her Body to her Husband only, and admits no 
other man into her Bed beſides, ſhe out of reſpect to her Husband, 
admits him and his Servants, and familiar Friends alſo. And as 
a wiſe Husband would ſcarce think that a good honour given or 
done to him by his Wife, no more will God take ſuch adulterous 
embraces of the Saints, and their Images, and the like, as a good 
honouring of him, its like alſo as if the talſe Apoſtles and their fol- 
lowers ſhould have pleaded againſt the true Apoſtles, and theirs 
that they did the ſame things with them, but they exceeded them, 
and did more; for they not only Baptized into the Name of Chriſt, 
but Circumciſed too, and were Circumciſed after the manner of 
Moſes ; nor did they only celebrate the Lords Supper, but alſo ob- 
ſerved the dayes and times appointed in the Law; and ſurely there 
was more colour for their ſo pleading, than for theſe mens, for they 
had ſomething formerly of Gods appointment to ſhew for them» 
ſelves, but theſe have nothing at all but many prohibitions there a- 
gainſt to produce. Nothing ſaid 1? Yes, I remember the Plea of 
a Jeſuite for the Picture of Chriſt (though nothing for worſhip to 
be given it, nor for worſhiping the Saints and their Images) from 
the Apoſtles ſay ing to the Galathians that they were Fools to turn to 
Moſes law when Chriſt Jeſus had been ſet forth and evidently cruci» 
fred among them, the word faith he is re9+yegen, that is, was Pictu- 
red, and therefore they had the Picture of Chriſt drawn before their 
Eyes, even of Chriſt Crucifyed ; ſurely the Jeſuits was hard put to 
it for a proof that he was fain to fetch one from that word, by the 
fame way he might prove that the Prophets of old were Painters and 
Image makers, becauſe its ſaid in Rom. 15, 4. von Tegwyenen bs Thi nuts 
rieær NSzorariay ez yedty, and fo it ſhould be tranſlated whatſoever 
things were Pictured atoretime, were Pictured for our Inſtru& ion, & 
he might have found the Pictures of other men beſides Chriſt, though 
not ot the Saints, unleſs ſuch ſaints as ſome of them of the Roman 
Church may be, for Jude tells us of ſome that were rejnageupivr, 
ſhall we read, Pictured out unto this Condemnation ? Jude 4. ungodly 
F 2 Men, 


Mrn.Surely the ſeſuit was either a man of little judgment, or whictr is 
rather to be judged of a profligate conſcience that mattered not with 
what colours to paint over his matters, or elſe he would have waved 
ſuch a proof for ſo bad a purpoſe, and have remembred that the A- 
poſtles and their fellow Labourers whither they did iyſ-gpey or 
Te yes gar, ingrave or pourtray, yet it was d H rAdE! rag A 
is n rapes ougtivare, not in Tables of Stone, as the Romiſh Pi- 
cturers work but in the fleſhly Tables of the heart, à waar: dand d- 
part O CA not with Ink or ſuch like Paint, but with the Spirit 
of God, as the Apoſtle writes in 2 Cor. 3. 3. and with ſuch a manner 
of drawing, I ſuppoſe their Picture makers have little or no acquain- 
tance, nor indeed would it havedeſerved the title of Ar Tad, 
Fooliſh Galatbians; had the falle Apoſtles only drawn them from a 
Chriſt Crueifyed as repreſented in an externally viſible Picture or L- 
mage of him, wherein nothing but his body and fleth, or rather the 
external lineaments, proportion and complexion of it, could be re- 
preſented, and fo the ſhape of a man Crucifyed; nothing of his Deity 
and inward Virtue, as they deſerved for being drawn from him; as 
Painted forth by the Spirit in the Goſpel, co.the eyes of their under- 
ſtandings, as the Son of God; and ſo as God manifeſted in the fleſh, 
and baring our Sins in his Body on the Tree, and there through 
geting the victory over Sin, and death, and the Divel, which no Pain- 
ters in matters of Stone or other Metals could draw to the Life, 
the other might rather offend them and give the falſe Apoſtles ad- 
vantage againſt believing on him, than perſwade to conſtancy there- 
in, there being nothing but a Crucityed man repreſented to them 
therein. | 
But I have been tedious in making good this charge; but therein 
I ſuppoſe I have abundantly diſcovered the truth thereof, that 
Rome Papal is as arrant a Whore as Rome Pagan was; nay, in one 
reſpe@ far greater and worſe, for in thoſe times ſhe was not eſpouſ- 
ed to Chriſt as ſuch, & therefore was not charged then as commiting 
adultery from him,or breakingWedlock as now,that having been the 
Catholick Church, and her Faith that that was preached in the whole 
World, and ſhe a famous Mother without it, yet ſhe hath played the 
Harlot from him (like Jeruſalem in Ezek, 16. 18.) as being corrupted 
fromthe ſimplicity in him to (warve ſo much from her loyalty to 
him and admit à multitude into the Bed of love beſides him, yea, the 
Kings of the Earth alfo, with whom ſhe hath truckt for their ho- 
nours and riches, crowns andifcepters, accommodating her ſelf to 
their wills, that ſhe might lift up her ſelf by them, and get her will 
on them, as in the famous Story of her Biſhop Boniface, chaffering 
with Fbec as, who having Murthered his own Maſter Mauxitius, and 
R his 
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his Children, was owned 23 Emperour in his ſtead” by the faid B.- 
ni ſace, that he might (as he was) be made and declared by him to 
be the Univerſal Biſhop over all the Churchesin Chriſtendom, upon 
afond pretence never before thought on (its likely) that becauſe 
Chriſt ſaid to Peter that he would give him the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, therefore the Biſhops of Rome (however unlike to St, 
Peter) and without any delegation of them by him in any of his E- 
piſtles or other ways of conveyance of them to them) mult rule over 
all che Church in all after ages. A notable reward of Remes Whore- 
dom with that Murtherer, but that may lead me to another particu- 
lar charge agreeable alſo withthe character given her (which alſo de- 
clares her to be the Babilon ſpoken of) by the holy ghoſt in the book 
of the Revelations, viz. That 

8. The Church of Rome is not only a Whore and the great Whore, 
but a Bloody Whore too; elſe ſnhe ſiould not be that Babilon, for St. 

John was ſhewed that ſoſhe would be, for he ſaw her drunk with the 
Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus, to 
his great admiration and amazement, and that in her was found the 
blood of the Prophets and of Saints, and of all that were Slain up- 
on the Earth, Rev. 17. 6. and 18. 24. and indeed it may be doubted 
whither ſhe ſlew more in her Pagan ſtate, to raiſe and maintain her 
imperial dignity among and over the nations of the World, as to 
bodily ſlaughters in all her Wars and Battels, or more Souls ſpritu- 
ally in raiſing her ſelf to, and maintain her ſelf in her Papal Empire. 
And again, whither ſhe made more Martyrs of Jeſus, or ſlew more 
in their bodys tor confeſſing him to be the Son of Cod in her Pa- 
gan ſtate; or for confeſſing and cleaving to the ſimplicity and ſin- 
cerity of the Goſpel againſt her ſpiritual fornications from, and cor- 
ruptions of it in her Papal ſtate, but in both ſtates and in both ways 
its certain that ſhe hath beemand is notoriouſly guilty of Blood and 
Murther, for if no Idolater hath any. part in the. Warten of God 
and Chriſt, and they that depart from the fimplicity of the faith to 
adulterate it with other mixtures, are thereby aboliſhed from Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle faithofthoſe that were Circumciſed, Gel. 5. 2, 3, 4, 
19, 20. 21. how ſhall not thoſe Millions of Souls which the leads in- 
to thoſe Sins, as is above ſhewed, be ruined by her! and as for Mur- 
thering and Martyring the bodys of thoſe that cleave to the Since- 
rity of the truth, and witneſs againſt her corruptions, what multi- 
tudes hath ſhe Maſſacred and murthered ! witneſs the Albingenſes; 
the Waldenſes, the Hugonots, (as they call them) in France, the Pro- 
teſtants in Ireland, the Vallies of Piedmom, &c. beſides the Munltt- 
tudes burnt at ſtakes and otherwiſe Martyred, in England, Holland, 
Speaks, 1taly, Germany, and in almoſt all Countries, ſo that what che 

Prophets 
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Prophets reftify of Feruſelem, playing the Whore from the Lord, - is 
too truely applicable to this Papal Babilon, for as Jeruſalem was a 
bloody City, the City that ſhed blood in che midſt of ic, Exck 23. 2,3. 
an Imperious Whoriſh Woman that ſlew Gods Children, and there- 
fore was to be judged as Women that break Wedlock and thed Blood 
are judged, Ezek, 16. 20, 27, 30, 38. in her skirts was found the blood 
of the Souls of the poor innocents, and yet ſo impudently hardned as 
to deny her guiltyneſs, and plead I am Innocent, I have not ſinned, 
Fer. 2.34.35. I am rieb, I baue found me out ſubſtance, in all my labour: they 
Wall find no Iniquity in me, that were fin, Hoſ. I 2. 8. an Infallible Church. 
Juſt fo is it with Rome, and as her Blood was, fo this Churches is in 
the midſt of her; She ſer, and this ſets it upon the top of -@ Rock, inthe 
view of all Men, ſhe poured it not upon the ground to cover it with duſt, 
Ezek, 24. 7. no ſurely, ſhe was not aſhamed of all her Blood 
and cruelty, though her ſword devoured her Prophets, and ſlew 
the juſt, doubtleſs ſhe ſaid and juſtifyed it by her falſe prophets, that 
they were all mad men and falſe prophets whom ſhe ſlew, Hereticks 
and Factious perſons that would charge her with Idolatry and 
Whoredom'from God, for worſhiping him upon Hills and Moun- 
rains, and under green Trees, and ſome Baalim or matters with him, 
and therefore ſhe endeavoured not to hide her murtherous doings. 
Juſt ſo this Church of Rome, aBloody Harlor, both in reſpect of Soul 
Murther, and Body Murther in all her territories, yet ſhe will ju- 
ſtify her ſelf by her Panders, her Prieſts and Jeſuits, that ſhe is Inno- 
ſent, an infallible Church, under the conduct of an infallible Guide, 
her Biſhop, that will not fail to lead her Members and Children to 
Hell and deſtruction. She will not yield that ſhe commits Adultery 
from Chriſt, or that Saint worſhip, or Image Worſhip, or Hoſt wor- 
ſhip, or any Idolatrous or falſe worſhips, nor is ſhe aſhamed of thoſe 
Bloody facts the hath done, ſhe ſets her Blood on a Rock, powers it 
not in the Duſt to cover it, but juftifies all, yea, glories in and gives 
publick thanks for her rare atchievments, and honours choſe chat 
are actors inthem, though they Murther Kings, endeavour to blow 
up Parliaments, fire Citys. The more miſchief they do in her ſer- 
vice, the more meritorious; ſhe is Innocent, and not grieved, except it 
be becauſe ſhe can have her will no more, Maſſacre Hereticks no fa- 
ſter: but Cod will give her blood in his due time to drink according 
ro all hiet Ido larries iginſt himſelf, and Son, and Murthers done up- 
on the Souls f Men, and upon the Bodys of his ſaints and holy ones, 
as is predicted in the Revelations, He alſo will ſet her Blood upon the Top 
of a Rock, that it ſhould not be covered, therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, 
woe to the Bloody City, I will even make the Pile for Fire great, (te Ezck,24- 


8.9. Oh, who that looks upon her in the light of Gods teſtimony, 
can 
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can be deluded with her fair pretences, or reguard her devices; but 
will rather acknowledge the truth of what che Apoſtle Paul long 
ſince in his Epiſtle to that Chureh predicted would befal her, upon 
che courſe ſhe hath ſince taken. For (to interpoſe by the way a third 
conſideration, ) 

9. The Apoſtle in Rom. 11. 21, 22, 23. implyed or ſuppoſed her 
Fallible, contrary to her own boaſt ot her ſelt, and ſhews the way how 
ſhe might come to fall, warning her of ic, And indeed that way ſhe is 
fallen foully, as therein was foreſhewed together with what will be 
fal her further. Let us view his words, they are thus, Thou ff andeſt by 
faith, be not-bigh minded, but fear. For if God ſpared not the natural Bran- 
ches, take heed leſt be alſo ſpare not thee(or neither in any wiſe will be ſpare thee) 
Bebold therefore the ſeverity and goodneſs of God, on them ibat fell, ſeverity, 
but towards thee, goodneſs, if thou continue in bis goodneſs, otherwiſe thou al- 
ſo ſhalt be cut off, Now, who did the Apoſtle there ipeak and write to ? 
Was it not tothe Church of Rome (who were then Saints, but now all 
her Saints aredead and glorified Perſons, no Saints living now inRome, 
none that will own that name, or be acknowledged to be ſueh. A ſign 
they are fallen, for then the living members of it; were Saints, but now 
there are no Saints in her, but they that are long ſince gone, bur ic 
was the Church of Rome that he ſpeaksto) and ſo it is as if he had ſaid, 
Thou Church of Rowe ſtandeſt by faith, that is, by an obedient de- 
pendance on God and Chriſt, in an hearty beliefofhis Goſpel, cleaving 
to him, and his inſtructions, and commands, and holding faſt the faith 
as delivered to thee. Implying, that otherwiſe ſhe is Fallible, and 
might and would fall, and therefore it concerned them to take heed 
of high-mindednefs, d #\naopegre; mind not high things, have no 
highconceits of thy ſelf ; thou Church of Reme, if thou wouldſt not 
fall, but keep thy ſtanding, be not high minded, but fear. As implying, 
that if ſhe grew high minded, and were puffed up, ſhe would fall. For 
indeed Pride goeth before deſtrutiion, and a haughty mind before @ fall, Ptovi 
16. 18. where Pride and High-mindedneſs then are found, and fear is 
laid aſide, there a fall certainly and inevitably follows, even as fal- 
ling from / God and Chriſt as to a hearty dependanceon him; and cloſe 
cleaving to him, and to his will and directions in which they ſhould 
be preſerved, as that was the way the Branches came to be broken off, 
and Iſrael to fall by her iniquity. Jeſurun waxed fat and kicked, ſhe wax- 
ed fat, grew thick, and was covered with nm Then he forſock; God that 
made bim, and lightly eſteemed the God of his ſaluation; of the Rock that ro- 
deemed him be was unmindful, and forgot God that formed bim, and moved bim 
to jealouſy with ſtrange Gods, and ſacrificed tio Demons, &c. Deut. 32. 15,16, 
17, 18, According to their paſture ſo were they filled, and their heart was ex- 
alted; therefore they have forgotten me, and ſacrificed to them that = — 
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Gods, to new Gods, & c. Hoſ. 13. 6. with Deut. 32. 17. They boaſted 
that they were Abrebems Seed, and ſo in covenant with God, that it 
was impoſſible ior them to be cut off, and to be rejected; they muſt 
alwayes be owned of him, as is implyed of them in Mat. 3. 8, 9, Fob. 
8. 32, 33. An Infallible Church, not minding that as God ſaid to Mo- 
ſes, He could have cut them all off generally with his judgments, and 
out of ſome one perſon of them, as Moſes, he could have performed his 
iſe to Abrabam, Exod. 32. 10. raiſed up a ſeed to him, that ſhould 
be «s the Stars for multitude, yea, out of ftones, as the Baptiſt ſaith, Mer. 
3. 9. This High-mindedneſs and Pride leading them to boaſt, as ſo 
in covenant with God, and fo to boaſt of God, as ſo ingaged to them, 
that they could not miſcarry; and ſo of their Law and skill in it, and 
of their Temple and the like, led them into careleſneſs and fearleſ- 
nels, and imboldened theni to turn aſide from Gods teſtimonies, and 
hardened them againſt the Calls given them by the Prophets, and by 
the Bapriſt, and by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to repentance. And ſo 
they became blind with a conceit of their Infallibility or impoſſibility 
oftalling, and ſo through unbelief they were broken off, Rom. 2. 17, 
18, 19. Fer, J. 4. and 23. 14,16, 17, And of this therefore the Church 
of Rome was warned that ſhe might have continued in Gods goodneſs, 
and it was poſitively threatned to her that otherwiſe ſhe alſo ſhould 
be cut off. But hath ſhe taken warning, verily no? If there be a com- 
ny of people in the World that are proud and high-minded, it hath 

— and are they. And that's another charge, That 
9. The Church of Rome is a proud Imperious Harlot, for hath ſhe. 
not lifted up her ſelf(in her Heads at leaſt) above all that is cal'd God 
or worſhipped, not only above Kings and Emperors, as is moſt noto- 
rious (as much above them as the Sun is greater than the Moon, as 
one of them expreſſed himſelf) but even above Cod and Chrift, alſo 
in daring to diſpenſe with his Laws and Precepts, and to ſer up their 
Decrees againſt them with a nen obſtante, or notwithſtanding that, God 
or Chriſt otherwiſe ordered or commanded. As in leaving out the 
ſecond Commandment, and woiſfhipping, and bowing down to Ima- 
pes, contrary thereto ; denying the Cup to the people in the Sacra- 
ment. Nay, doth ſhe not boaſt that her Prieſts can make God him- 
ſelfof a piece of bread or wafer ? And is not that a wondrous unpa- 
rallePd height of Arrogancy to preſume to do ſo, and a ſetting her 
above all that's called God or worſhiped ? For let reaſon or wiſe men 
judge. If as one faid, majus eſt Regem facere quam regem eſſe, it's a great- 
er thingto make a King than to be one; muſt it not needs be a great- 
er power to make a God than to be a God? Iftherefore they can 
make Almighty God, as they believe they do, Chriſt very God and ve- 
ry man. Do they not ſet themſelves above him, and have it in their 
5. pow er 
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power to make him or not z the effect therein, as'they ſay, depend 
ing on the Prieſt's incencions, ſo as if he intend not to tranſubſtanti- 
ate the Bread, it is not made into a God by him, though he ſay the 
words that make him. And it the ordinary Prieſts have ſuch power, 
how great is his height that is the Head and King of them? But be- 
ſides this, have they not arrogated to themſelves the Title of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and the promiſes made to the Church, as ſolely be- 
longing to them? Though they have far lefs to ſhew for any promi- 
ſes co them more than to any other Church, than the Fews had to ſhew 
that the promiſes made to Abrabam and his Seed pertained to them. 
Nor havethey minded, that as God could have deſtroyed the Fews as 
to the generality of them, and yet have raiſed up Seed to Abraham to 
perform his promiſes unto. So God can leave aud cut offthe Church 

of Rome, and yet perform his promiſe of a Church to be given and pre- 
ſerved continually unto Chriſt ; and to ſecure the Church built 
Chriſt, and humbly and ſiacerely cleaving to him, againſt the gates of 
Hell. Chriſts ſaying to Peter, Tu es Petrus, & ſuper benc petram edifica- 
bo Eccleſiam meam, & tibi dabo cleves regni Cælor um, that is, Thou art pe- 
ter, and upon this Rock will I build my Church, and to thee will I give the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, &c. are not half ſo colourable a plea for the 

Popes and the Church of Romes pretences, as Gods faying to Abraham 
that he would be his God, and the God of his Seed afterhim th rough- 
out their generations, was for the Fews conceit, that they could ne- 
ver be broken off by him. For they cannot ſhew that Peter only had 
the Keys of the Kingdom, ſeeing all the other Apoſtles had the ſame 
tower of binding and looſing mens fins as he; as the Primitive Do- 

ctors allo acknowledged, and as is eyident in Mat. 18.18. Job. 20. 22, 

23. nor that the Church of Rome was either the only or the whole 

Church built upon the Rock, which was not Peter, but Chriſt ; unleſs 

St. Paul! was a falſe Preacher in 1 Cor. 3. 11. and 10. 4. Nor can they 

find in Chrift's grantto St. Peter any ſuch clauſe, as to thee will I give 

them, and to thy Succeſſors at Rome in all ages and generations, as we 
find to Abrabam and his Seed after him the promiſes made. But this 
alfo is another evidence of their pride and arrogancy, exalting them- 
ſelves above Chriſt and God, that they dare — to inlarge his 

romiſes, and put in clauſes of their own head into his Will and Te- 

ament, as well as alter and lay by his Commandments. A bold Im- 
perious Har lot. It would be accounted a very preſumptuous deed ina 

Wife to add ſuch a clauſe into a mans Teſtament; for as the Apoſt l 

faith 3 Tf it be but 4 mans Covenant or Teftament, yet if it be confirmed; no 

man addetb thereto, as they make bold to do to his whois God, Gelt. 3. 


15. But ſhould we grant * any evidence or proof, that St. Pe- 
ter 
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ter leſt his Keys to the Biſhops of Rome ſueceſſively; yet — Pope 7u- 
lus the ſecond in his expedition againſt the Freneb, ſome ages ſinee threw = 
them into the River Tyber, ſ ying, becaufe St. Peers Keys would not do 
his work, he would betake him to St. Paula Sword : how doth it appear 
that he and his Succeſſors did not thereby looſe them forever? When did 
Chriſt make any new ones; and give to him, or thoſe that ſucceded him ? 
But herein alſo her exceſſive pride appears, in that her Biſhops challen 
both St. Peters Keys, and St. Pauls Sword; nay, both Swords, both th 
Civil and Sacred, or Eccleſiaſtical(for I think the truly Spiritual they care 
not much for, at leaſt as to any true & xight uſe thereof) that is; they chal 
lenge Dominion in Temporal matters, & uſurp upon the rights of Kings & 
Princes, and to exerciſe a power in diſpoſing of Thrones and Scepters, and 
making Civil Wars, as well as to rule over all Nations in Church matters. 
Never yas there any Chuch or cempany of People in the World ranting 
it ſo highly, and carrying it ſo aloft, as this Church and her Biſhops have 
done ever ſince they obtained of Pbocas the high Honour he conferred ups 
on them,to make them an amends for approving himt in the Murther of his 
Maſter, in ſetling the dignity of Emperor upon him; and this ſhits well 
with the deſcription of my ſtory of Babil-n too in the Kevelations 5 where 
ſhe is repreſented as monnted npon 4 Stately Beaii with ſeven Heads and ten 
Horn, as being both e xalted and ſupported therein by, and yet ruling and 
ordering the Imperial Power, Sitting uppy many Waters, that is, ruling o- 
ver many Nations, People, and Languages, gallantly deckt, and maki 
all Nations drunk of the Cup of her Fornications; glorifying her ſelf in 
ſtead of God and Chriſt) and ſaying, I ſit as a Queen (as the s wife, 
ths Catholique Church,to whom all in all eſtates. owe honour and ſubjecti- 
an) an 4m no Yi1dety (Inſallible, not forſaken of Chriſt, and ſo ) all ſes 
no ſorrow; th: City that ruleth ove; the Kings of the Earth, Revel. 17. f, 
2,35 4548, and 18.7. Surelyif pridego before deftruction, and a haught 
mind it all, then it cannot be but ſo proud and (uciferian a Churc 
muſt needs fall too. If the Angel of the Church of Laed:eea, becauſe of vis 
kigh boaſtings, that he was zich and increaſed with goods, growing there⸗ 
by luke warm, wat threatned to be ſpewed. out o Chil mouth, and 
what was ſaid to him, was {aid to the Churches by the ſpirit, as imply 
ing that any of them falling into the lite temper, muſt e ſo dealt with, 
except they repented; how can it he, but that this Church hath long ſince 
metwith that doome, ſeeing ſhee for a long tim-, hath been far more 
Proud and Highminded, than that Angel-waz, and no leſs lukewarm or 
mifferent for the honourof Chriſt, ſo he may be but the Queen and Em- 
pres) eſpecially alſo ſeeing ſhe ohſtruſts theway-againſt ber repentance ; . 
dy flaking ſhe is Infallible, and ſo needs no repentance: juitifying by her 
Priefts and Jeſuits her ſelf and her practices in all theſe vile and filthy mil: 
carriages, doing therein (as was noted before) like Zernſaloms o — 
| c 
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chat world not zeknowledpe that ſhe had tranſꝑreſſed, and ſtattered her 
ways.to' ſtrangers, and hud nos obeyed Gods voice, bur would againſt the 
moſt notorious and palpable evidencevofher guilt, yet fay ſhewas not pol- 
liked, ſhe had nor gone after ha alm, or other Lords arid Maſters beſides 
her own proper God. Even :0 it is with this proud imprrieus Chuch, ſhe 
will lift up her ſelf againit all charges, and will aot on her {elf guilty of 
Idolarry or corrapt in her faith & worſhip ; but will boaſt of her bein; the 
Church,the Catholique C burch, the Infallible Chureh & talk of her Anti- 
— — challenge all the Apoſtles, Prophets, Martyrs 
Confefſors, Ancient Doctors, Councels, to be hers : when indeed & in truth 
in their true and genuine ny HY pms nr Primitive 
Doctors and Counceleꝭ all condemn her. It is true ſhe may in many things 
doaſt of her Antiquity, and {6 may the Devil and u Folſowers, ho alſo 
can ſhew as great an Univerſaliry and Unity for ſhould he be divided 4- 
84inſt himſelf (as our Saviour ſaith) bis Ling dom conld not jtavd, Luk. 17. 
18. but, non emne quod antiqunmeſty verum et, ſed (ud pr imm; not all 
than in ancient (though of great latitude and extent, andatunity with it- 
ſelf) but that that is the firſt, that is true ant right. So God was the firſt 
and before the Devil, and is truth was before error and falshood, and the 
Articles of the Chriſtian faith werelong beſore any tioyſe was heard of the 
Popes Supremacy; or being Chriſts Vicar, or 6f'his having derived the 
Reys, or the Power over the whole Church from St. Petey, or of the Do- 
crrine of Purgatory, or Tranſubſtantiation, or their Merit of our works, 
or of Works of Super-errogation, or of the Cup being denyed to the Peo- 
ple, or of the Latine Service or Prayers injeyned in an un non Tongue, or 
ofthe Worskip of Images, or Invocation of the Saints, or of whatever elſe is 
properly Roman, as diſtinguished from all other Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Whichare {6 many groſs and horrid Errors into which she is 
fallen and from the charge ot guilt wherein she cannot elear her ſelf; But 
tbougÞ ſb: waſh her with Nitre, and tel much dog, yet they are and will bs 
marked- bef re the 1 ord; as He ſaid ſometime to 7 ir ſalem, Fir. 2. 22, 
and cherefore alſo being ſo — b into Exrof and Iniquity, and not 
confefling and repenting, but juſti yin herſelf; andſaying,' in deſpite of 
alt the moſt evident conviftions, that che is innocent; it camot be but 
that what God threatned to J ſrael, will alſo be her portion; and that in 
a far more dreadſul and ſevere manner, that is, that he will plead with her, 
and exteute upon hex Al the terrible fudgm em tren in Revs, 18. So 
bythe SIE bel tho de wn inte the” Pit of deſtrucion wich great vis- 
lence even by the mighty hand of Cod, fo as she shall be found no more at 
at; betaule she inſtead of owning lier guilt; and repenting sf her Idola- 
trie s, Blood shed, Pride, and all her other E normit ies faith che is inno- 
cem: and her lying falſe rophets dawh her up with their unte mpe rel 
Mortar, All (ce bol ber vain and fodlich ehings, inf end of diſrover ing her 
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iniquity to turn a her miſery. Yea; they ſee for her (as Jeruſalem: 
falle Prophets did for her) falſe buthens and cauſe; of baniſhment of her, and 
all tharcleave to her for ever from Gods preſence, Jer. 2. 32. Lam. 2. 14, 
Rev. 18. 2, and she loves to have it fo, For if any be convinced of her Er- 
rors, and proteſt againſt them, being converted from them, they (eek if 
poſſible to murther and deſtro/ them. As many have proved, and as Mr. 
Anthony Al. gan tells us they have endeavoured diverſe ways to do to him, 
ſince his conver ſion from them, and proteſts againſt them, and endeavours. 
to reclaim any of them. But the time is haſtening, when as she is fable 
into the Dregs of Impiety, Error, and Apoſtacy, from her Primitive Faith» 
and Worship in its} urity.; multiply ing as many falſe Objects of worship. 
as ever Pagan Rome did with her Pantheon ; ſo she muſt becauſe of her ob- 
ſtinacy and impenitency fall under Gods moſt ſeyere and terrible Judge 
ments ſorethreatned: that as she is become a very Sink of ſin and wie- 
kedneſs, ſpiritual and corporal, ſo she may ſink into an Abyſs of woe a 
milery eternal. | | | 

10. In all that I have ſaid and ſhewed, it appears that the is alſo a falſe. 
Church, or a lying Harlot, ſo far is ſhe ſrom being Infallible, though I 
ſhall evince it ſtill further in ſpeaking ſomething to what ſhe pretends very: 
much as an undeniable proof of fier being the true Church at leaſt. Namel 
the multitude-of her Miracles wherewith She endeavours to eftabliſh 
other her Falſe doctrines and pra N iſes, as her do c rine of Images and Saint 
Morſhip, her doctrine of Purgatory, and of Tranſubſtantiatien, and 
what not almoſt She pleads Miracles for confirmation of, and this being 
added to her other Notes of her Antiquity, Univerſality, and Uaity, make 
her to glitter mainly in the eye of many ſimple people, concerning which, 
I may ſhew her to be a falſe lying Church too in a two fold reſpect. 

1. In her. pretending ſuch things as She calls Miracles, the ſignes and 
ſtrange wonders that ſhe hoaſts of to be a good and undoubted note of a 
true Church owned of God, and that the doctrines which they tend to 
confirm are true; that this is falſe, e have manifold evidences. For, 

1. The Lord himfelf by Moſes ſuppoſeth the contrary, when ke faith, 
H there be a Prophet ox a-dreamer-of dreams, and he give thee a ſign or 
awonder, and that ſign, or that wonder come to paſs that: he foretold of, 
ſaying, let us go after other Gods, thou ſnalt net hearken to the words 
that Prophet, Deut. 13, 1,2, 3. Such-figns and wonders then are no true 
Note, or faſicient evidence of the rightneſs of à perſon, or of a people, 
1 to them. that do them, ox of the de&rines confirmed 
by them. | My bs RY” | "af 

ho Anat Rod oh odio, her ate oe 23m, 
whoſe coming is. after the manner of Sathan, ſhall come with power and 
ſigns, and lying wonders,. iam ivr, wonders of fal hood, partly ſo 
called, becauſe done to confirm falſhoods, and: he ſhall allo haye a greas 
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uutuber of followers after him, even the generality of thoſe that have not 
received the love of the Truth, that they might be faved, 2 Theſ,/2.8, 9, 
10,11, 12. | | 
+ And our Saviour hiniſelf warning his Diſciples of the falſe Chriſts, 
nd the falſe Prophets, (which have been creeping into the world, and as 
mong the Churches ever ſince the Apoſtles time, ſuch their Antiquity) that 
ſhould ſhe great ſigns and wonders, ſo as to deceive, if poſſible, the very 
Ele& ; who being the feweſt, its moſt rational to ſuppoſe, that the gene- 
rality of thoſe that have not Elect, or choſen out of the world, are Keri. 
ved by them; and fo that there is a great over · ſpreading univerſality. of 
them alſo, and they at unity as to their ſollowing theſe Impoſtors and 
deceivers of them, by their great ſigus and wonders, Mat b. 24. 24, 25. 

4. And in Revelations.13, we read of a Beaſt aſter whom the whole 
world wonders ( ſo-great the univerſality of his power, and of them that 
approve him unanimouſſy) before whom a ſecond Beaſt ſhall do, or doth 
ſo great ſigns, and wonders, and miracles. as to caule fire to come down 
from Heaven in the ſight of the Beaſt, and in the ſight of Men; that is, 
he ſhall do ſuch things in the. ſight or judgment of men, as do as clearl 
in their judgments teſtifie Godsapprovement of him in what he propounds 
to them, as he did Eljab, when he cauſed Fire to deſcend from Heaven, 
and conſume his Sacrifice offered to Jebevab, and yet he is a falſe Pro- 
phet for all that, and his Image that he ſets up to be. worſhipped, and 
all the Marks and Characters that he cauſeth people to take, by which 
they may be known to be the Beaſt worſhippers, and the worſhippers of 
his Image, it is certain are naught, and moſt diſpleaſing to God; wha 
therefore threatens the worſhippers and receivers thereof with molt dread; 
ſul puniſhments; Rev. 14. 94,104 11. and-: yet he by theſe Miracles, and 
other exerciſes of his power, cauſes them t —_ the Earth to ſub- 
mit thereto; yea all, both ſmall and great, rich and poor, to give ſome 
way or other an acknowledgment of it, ſuch their univerſality and unity 
therein. And its of great Antiquity, if the judgment of. the molt leatn- 
ed and judicious Expoſitors may be taken, who Jodge.the e 42. Wonthe, 
or 1260 days of the contiuance of that Worſhip, ſignifies ons thouſa 
two hundred and fixty years, a day for a Fee 
ning of the Prophets, as in Num. 14. 34. Enel. 4. 4, 5, 6. Rev. 13. 12,133 
14, 15, 16. ſo that this worſhip hath been in the world, as Mr. Mee 
hath learnedly. hinted in his Apoſtacy of the laſt times ſinge bgtween the 
Eifth and SizyCentarye.: ..,, ee e nd 000 2owh 

5. How early in the world began the Pagan Idelatry,! how far and 
near did it ſpread it ſelf, and that for 1 d &cnerations, the 
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ip ſeyeral places different 
tor All that be ſaid to have , 
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rites and ways of worſhipping, yet they mig] 
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E rent an unity and manimity in their worſhip, as che Fupiſte ure 
ſceing they alfo worſmp d vers Saintes, und fore of em are more petu- 
larly addicted to one Saint, and ſome to another, and obſerve divers: 
and different Orders in their different Devotions: ſome being of the 
Order of St. Dominick, ſome of St. Beneds?, ſome of Sr. Francis, ſome 
of /enatius Ley la, fome Votaries to one Saint, and ſome to another. 
Now the Pagans alſo had their Signs and Wonders to confirm them in 
their Religion, by the operation and working of Sathan, witnefs whar 
Celſus aforementioned writes of them, as it is recited by Origen to this 
purpoſe, © Ti 38 M αππDe den Un NE, Gre, what ſhould I reckon 
© up how many things partly the Prophets and Prophetiſſes (namely of 
© the Pagans) partly other perſons, both Men and Women, inſpired with 
©aSpirit, have divinely foretold, what ſtrange and wondrous things they 
© hayedrawnourof their ſtcret Cells or Temples? how many things they 
Chavealfo foretold-from the Entrals of their Sacrifices to thoſe that have 
© confulre&them. He many things have been foreſhewed.. by other 
« Prodigics;, to ſome there have alſo been granted manifeſt apparitions 

a ofthe Gods; the life of men is ſull of theſe matters, how many Cities 
© have been built by the direction of theſe Oraeles! how many have e. 
«{caped Peſtilence and Famines ! ho marry Cities have Perifted regurd- 
c leis or forgetful of their watnings | how niany<Colonies have been leu 
out by their directions, and have been increafed with great felicities 
©while they have not neglected their commandments! Row many both 
Princes and private Perſons have fared well or ill upon theſe accounts! 
nom many heinꝑ troubled for want of Children, by taking heed to them 
have qbraincd their deſſres No ian have eſcaped the Anger of the 
enions or de vils! how many'that have been Lame in tlieir Members; 
have tetoverxc theit former ſbusdnels again ( e e violence 
eto their holy things have forth ith been variotifſy puniſnedi ſome have 
gone out of their Wits, ſome have oftlleir own accord confeſſed their 
eil fag, 1 away vet. others tave fallen into ins 
© curable diene nor wants there examples of ſome Whis have been kil- 
led bY x dreadful voieethat hathrprocteded® forth from e cells or ſe-' 
rettet places 'oftheir Temples th ftringeBewonderfifthinigs could that 
Hatten hoif of concernin ſis falſe Gods and'their wicked' Worſkip, 
a Tight alf6 mention ſomę inſtances that Sr. Auguſt ne ſpenkes of in his 
tem h BGR tivitore Dri Cop 16: as.0f mens his Imager going of them 
{elves from one place tu another of arquinius cutring/2Whepſt6ne through 
os Woman witt Her Sirdleoiily Fiſtned'thetetb, draw 
at fuck 16 Tilt ip the Riser I lg as it topldt net be moved, 
er Chaſtit e ee a ſieve 
er vpoti' the like a net to mention the ſtrange! 
mai vrhich HHLA would tmakethe'workd He. 


lieve 
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lieve might be equallized with the Miracles wrought by Chriſt. Sarely 
| Ga, bar any, nor all of theſe, were no poet evidences that 4 
Gods Church, and that they, or their do&rine or worſhip were approved 
of him, t the Signs and Wonders ſeem not much inferior to what 
either Throderet in his 8. Book before mentioned, relates of miraculous 
Cures done, or helps obtained at the Monuments of the Martyrs,or what 
ſome others have elſewhere related, as Sr. Gregory, or perhaps fome of 
1 mention: d by St. Auguſtine, lib. 21. de Civitate Dei, cap. 8B. 9. 
S0 . But 

2. Beſides this there is another thing to be ſaid to the Plea of the 
Roman Churches Miracles, that a great many of them are fained forg- 
ed matters, and therein ſhe is a lying falſe Harlot, to go about to 
gulli Souls with her lyingandfalſe deluſions, not but that thoſe men- 
tioned by St. Auguſtine or others of the Fathers, might many of them 
be true, andòdod might work many miracles at ſuch places as were de- 
dicated to the memory of the Martyrs, and of his holy ſervants, to 
draw people thereby to the beliefe and obedience of his truth, which 
they had confeſſed and ſuffered Martyrdom for, but doubtleſs Sa- 
than and his inſtruments have alſo taken occaſion thenee, either to 
work by Gos permiſſion diverſe ſtrange things, to puniſh thoſe 
that therefore departed from the purity of the worſhip of God and 

Chriſt, or alſo to counterfeit and pretend what was not inde 
wrought to draw the minds of People into deceit; I ſhall not ſearch - . 
books for confirmation hereof, ſeeing if any man will vouchſafe ſe- 
riouſſy to peruſe what the Learned D. Stilling fleet hath largly diſ- 
courſed on this ſabje& of their pretended miracles, he may be ſa- 
tisfyed ſufficiently hereof, only I ſhalt ſet down hear what the fore- 
mentioned Fryer, Mr. Antbomy Egan, in his recantation Sermon relates, 
which is to this purpoſe, That about ſeven years before his ſaid Re- 
cantation Sermon made at London, April 6. 1673. a Prieſt near the 
City of Limrsch, by name William Searchwel, had for fifty ſhillings hi- 
red a Woman to pretend her ſelf a Cripple from her birth, and that 
ſhe had arevelation that if ſhe dipt her ſelf in ſuch a Well while 
Prieſt ſaid Maſs by the place, ſhe ſhould be recovered of her Infirmi- 
ty, whereupon ſhe came halting at a time appointed to the Well, and 
returned out of it as one perfectly cured, which became a miracle to 
the people, and both got to the contriver a vaſt ſome of Mony, and 
confirmed the People in their ſuperſtition, which he tells us, the 
ſaid counterfeir Woman after ſome time upon ſome remorſe of con- 
ſcience, confeſſed to him, the ſaid Anthony Egan, which he made her 
declare to the whole Congregation before he abſolved her, as alſo he 
tells of a Fryer of great note and zeal, that told him that he was at 
a Franciſcan Convent beyond the Seas, where way the _ — the 
irgin, 
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B. Virgin, made with i ſttue inthe head thereof, where they pur in 
ſome water; and having a ſtring that came undeſer ned to à plate 
where the Fryers ſtood; when they thought. che People had brought 
a good offering, then by the help of that ſtring could unlooſe 
the ſerue, and then the Image of the B. Virgin would ſeem to weep, 
and that was one of their Miracles which the re lator ſaid was a great 


ſcandal to him, and that therefore he complained of it to the Gene- 


ral of their Order, who anſwered him, that ſhould he makea refor- 
mation in that particuler,thatConvent ſhould ſtarve,to which he adds 
that che Monks of a certam Convent put a like cheat upon St. 
Barnard by an inſtrument, carrying the Voice to the Image of the ſaid 
Virgin Mary, cauſing her to ſalute him with a ſalue Barnarde when he 
came into the Church, but heapprehending the Cheat, gave no o- 
ther return to the complement hut this, that it is aſname for a Wo- 
man to ſpeak in the Church, but adds the ſaid Fryer Egan of all the 
fine ſtories, commend me to this new Miracle they talk of for the 
confirmation of tranſubſtantiation, viz. that in a certain place in the 
King of Spains dominion, as the Maſs was celebrated, all the perfect 
effigies& proportion of a man roſe out of the hoſt, but when the Peo- 
ple came too near that they might ſee the Miracle plainly, he Vaniſhed 
away, on which he only relates a remark made by a Facetious Perſon 
to the relatot of it, you ſuppoſe, ſaid he, that it was Chriſt himſeli 
that appeared, and it ſeems upon the approach of the People he va- 
niſhed away, which is the only circumſtance to make the Story cre- 
dible, for he might ſuppoſe the People were come to eat him, and (6 
he vaniſhed,[ ſhall add to it this remark of my own,that many of their 
Miracles are ſuch as will not abide the ſearch and tryal, but upon a 
near approach to that end, vaiiiſh into nothing but pretence and de- 
luſion. Now if we — both theſe together, both that falſe Pro- 
phets, and Perſons of falſe Religion may do ſigns and wonders, eſpe- 
cially lying ſigns, and that many that are boaſted of in the Church 
of Remo, are the lying cheats and deluſions of their Prieſts, then will 
their Plea of Miracles be too far from evidencing them to be the true 
— of Chriſt, ehat ic rather argues them guilty of being a lying 
Church. 

4. There is a brief character of the true Church and her Children 


in the book of the Revelations, by which we may better judg of the 


eruth and rightneſs of any Church, than by any or all thoſe fair 
Pleas that Rome makes for her felf, namely, that the true Church and 
its Children, are that ſociety and company of men that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith or Teſtemony of Jeſus, Rev. 
12. 17. and 14. 12. But, now if we bring the Church of Rome to this 
reſt, Iam ſure ſhe will be caſt, only let us mind that by keeping the 
Com- 
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walk aſter them alſo,and by keeping the faith and teſtimeny of Je. 


Calves made by Nabu be ſacrificed to, though intended as 
ip the true God by, yet they are caltedGods that he 


that worſhip ſome Golden or Silver Statues, or ſome Inages of any 


or a Red Cloth hung upon the Top of Spear, as is reported of the 


L aplanders, or ſome live Animal, as of old the Egyptians did, were Fran. 
more tollerable than of thoſe, ho worſhiped 2 piece of Bread, as hi-'C 


* 


ofter; 
Enchir. 


ther to the Chriſtians have done all over the World, for ſo many 1 


dred years, ifthe Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation be not true. And that, 


verſ. 


that Doctrine is not true, we have as good evidence as Chriſt gave ch Cap, 12. 


his Diſciples, that he was not a Spirit, that is, we may handle and fee 
it, yea, and caſt and ſmell it too, as was faid above, yea, we have the 


fame that we have, that the Cup is not tranſubſtantiated into the 


New Teſtament, and we have no more authority from the Scripture 
that the Bread is Tranſubſtantiated, than that the Cup is ſo Tran- 
({ybſtantiated, nay, rather we have more ground to believe, that the? 
Cup is changed into a diyme writing, than that the Bread is 'chang-" 
ed into the Body, the very real and — Body of, Chriſt. For, 

it 
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+ is expteſſi aid; this Cap is the New Teſtament; but it is not id 
wy Ne my Body, ee that was Bread is become my Bod 
and for ought that appears to the contrary in the Text, his Body 
being viſibly, preſeat, he might poine ro, or ſpeak of it, in ſaying, 
this is my Bod as he ſpeak ot the Temple of his body, when — 
in the Temple, he ſaid to the Jews, Deſtroy ye this Temple, and in thres- 
days I vill raiſe it is again; as our ſences tell us, the Cup is not the 
New Teſtament, but a Silver or Golden Cup or Challice, ſo the very 
ſame ſences tell us as plainly, that the Bread ſtil} remains in the na- 
tureof Bread, nen ſulſtanti aus uaturã gut atus, not changed in ſubſtance 
or nature into God, or into the perſon of God-man the Lord Jeſus, 
beſides, it is their own Doctrine, that the change of the Elements 
depend upon che Intention of the Prieſt, ſo that if the Prieft intend 
not, in ſay ing the words, to make the body of Chriſt, it is not the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, but Bread ill, and then they are Idolaters that wor- 
ſkip it as God, and who can be certain of the Prieſts Intentions ? not 
to mention again the many Saints, both. Hees and. Shees that they 
give ſuch adorations to as belongs only to God, and ask ſuch things 
of, as God only can give, ſo that they are notorious tranſgreſſors of 
the firſt commandment of God, and keep it not, and as to the ſecond 
they are ſo far from keeping it, and act ſo groſfly contrary to it, that 
ey expʒing it out of their Catechiſms; The third alfo they groſly 
violate in:their Doctrine and practice About ſacred oaths, diſpence- 
ing with them, and looſing men from the obligation of them, enact- 
ing them by mental reſervations, and breaking ſolemn Oaths and 
promiſes, as in their breaking their promiſes with Jobn Hus, and in 
the Popes diſpenſing with the Oath. given by Ladiſſau King of Po- 
land, to Amuretb the Turkiſh Emperour or grand Sultan, and cauſing 
Him to break his Truce with him, to the great ſcandal of Chriſtian 
Religion and ſlaughter of theChriſtians. The Turk himſelf appealing 
to Chriſt, if he were indeed God, to revenge the perfidious Perjury - 
of the Chriftiens towards him,which he alſo did in the enſuing ſlaugh- 
ter and deſtruction of them, but ſuch abuſe of Gods name, in diſ- 
folving and diſpenſing with religious and fokemn Oaths, yea, and 


with mens raſh/ſwearing, they give allowance of in their Doctrine 


and treatiſes, as well as in their practices, yea, it was a thing that 
the above cited Fryer gan tells us, gave liim one of his firſt diſguſts | 
at their Religion, that when at his firſt being made a Fryer, he cook 
oneand twenty, Oaths, and amang them, that he would never come 
an Horſeback, that he would never ware ſhoes,.that he would obey 
his ſuperiours in what ever he commanded,never examining the law- 
fulneſs. of his commands;not to be aſhamed to beg, never to be out of 
his Fryers habit, &. yet aſter all theſe oaths: taken, his ag "4 

cold: 
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told him, that lie muſt take his-former/garments and return in the 
fame Poſture that he came in (which was on Horſeback, with Sword 


and Piſtols, and gay Apparrel) and go fee his friends, though quite 


contrary to his oaths, from Which he would abſotvehim. If here 
was not a taking Gods name in vain, anda noterious leading men to 
debauci their conſciences, I know not what is: as for the fourth com- 
mandment, they keep not that, while they keep Markets on the Sab 
bath day, and lefs obſerve it than many of their own inſtituted holy 
days: the fifth commandment;how little they reguard their often ab- 
ſolving Children from ingagements, to honour their Parents and o- 
'bey them, yea, their ſtirring up Children ſomtimes againſt them, 
(as Gregory the ninth ſtirred up Henry,the Son, againſt his Father Fre- 
derick, the ſecond, Emperour of Germany) and how often they have 
diſcharged ſubjects from their due allegiance and obedience to their 
lawful Sovereigns, & ſtirred tnem up to rebel and riſe in War againſt 


them; both our own Cronicles and the Hiſtories of other Nations 


do abundantly evidence. And then as for the. ſixth commandment, 
their Murthering of Princes, and the many great Slaughters and 
Maſſacres, yea, deſtructions both of Souls and Bodies, occaſioned 
and cauſed by the Roman Church and her Biſhops, before hinted at, 
ſuffteiently declare how little care they have thereof. That they 
little reguard the ſeventh, both their forbidiag Marriage to their 
Prieſts, without any order or command of God and Chriſt to that 
purpoſe, nay, contrary to the expreſs. permiffion and allowance 
thereof of God iu the Scriptures (for both our Lord ſeſusChriſt him- 
ſelf choſe Married Perſons to be Apoſtles, at leaſt Peter was ſuch 
when he choſe him, for we read before, that of his Wives Mother, 
Mark, 1. 30. with 3. 16. Which he would not have done ſurely, had 
he judged a Wedded State incompatible or inconſiſtent with the 
Miniſtry which he inftituted, yea, and that St. Peter and other Apo- 
ſtles, led their Wives about with them, when they were Apoſtles, 
is evident in 1 Cor. 9.5. And the Apoſtle expreſly, both in his Or- 
ders about Biſhops, and in thoſe about Deacons orders, and much 
more allows, that they be Husbands of one Wife, and have their 
Children in ſubjection, which they would not have done, had they 
forbidden Marriage to the Biſhops and Miniſters'of the Church, or 
Judged it unfit for them, as theſe, according to his prediftions of 
falſe Teachers, that would depart from, the faith, do, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 4. 
11,12. with 4, 12, 3.) By which means they often put them upon 
the practice of uncleanneſs, whoredoms, furnications, and the like 
miſchieſs; and allow them to keep Concubines for Money; beſides, 
the Practice of Sodomy, even in the Popes themſelves, ſome of them, 
and the notorious Wickednels of ane of their Cardinals, that _— 
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Wirote & publiſhed a Book in commendation thereof; & their allo w- 
ing publick Stews for Mony, even in Rome it ſelt are ſufficient Proofs. 
And that they as little keep the eighth Commandment, their inſatia- 
ble covetouſneſs, and many frauds to get Mony, ſome whereof have 
by the way been hinted at, yea, their graſping whole Kingdoms to 
themſelves, from their Jawful Princes, as they did a great part of A 
zaly, yea, and Romo it ſelf from the Emperonrs to. which they-belong- 
ed, and our Kingdom of England,in King Fobns time, and taking away 
by force the Kingdoms of ſome Princes from them, and giving them 
to others whom they have incouraged to get them from them, as ap- 
pears in the Hiſtory of the Albingenſes, and the attempts of their 
Popes, and Sea of Rome, againſt our late Queen Elizebeth are ſuffici- 
ent demonſtrations, beſides, the moſt horcible theft of all others 
they are guilty of in ſtealing or taking forcibly from men the word 
of God, not ſuffering men to know or be inſtructed into that; there- 
in taking away the key of knowledg, and ſhutting-up the Kingdom 
of Heaven againſt them, and robbing their Souls thereot; a theft 
which God complained ofin the falſe Prophets of Iſrael, when he ſaith, 
Bebold I am againſt the Prophets which (teal my word every one from bis Neigb- 
bour, Jer. 23. 30, Againſt the ninth Commandment is all their re- 
proaching and branding falſly, as Hereticks, thoſe that will not ſub- 
ſcribe to their corruptions, ſtirring up Princes and People againft 
them, to make Havock of them, And that the tenth commandment 


is little ſet by, their Doctrine that denyes the firſt ſtirrings and mo- 


tions of Sin to be Sins, and their Doctrine of venial Sins, and their 
inſatiable covetouſneſs,may be evidence enough, ſo that they are hor- 
ribly guilty of not keeping the commandments of God, the like may 
be obſerved too, of their keeping the things given in commandment 
by our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that they keep none of his commandments 
purely and incorruptly, for whereas he commanded Baptiſm into 
the Name ofthe Father, & of the Son, & of the Holy Ghoſt, they have 
corrupt that with many deviſes, as of oy], and cream, and ſpettle, and 
the likeFopperies;his commandment of his Supper, to take and break 
and eat Bread, fer a part with bleſſing to that purpoſe, and drinking 
the Cup in Remembrance of him, and as a commemoration of his 
death, they have horribly corrupted and changed into a ſacrifice 
propitiatory and unbloody, available for obtaining remiſſion of 
Sins, for the quick and for Dead, and into private Maſſes, and halt 
Communions, and the Pageantry of carrying the conſecrated Hoſt as 
a God in Proceſſion, the command of Preaching the word ſincerely 
they have exchinged into reaching for Dod ines of men, that is, their 
own precepts and deviſes, and his cammand about prayers and ſup- 
plications unto Gad, they have corrupted by. injoyuing Prayers in 
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Tuned Tongue: and to others beſides God, even to Saints aud 
Ange j! | 
Kat what needed I to have been ſo larg in going over theſe ſeveral 
commandments, when the complexion of much of their: divinity is a 
clear patronage of all manner of Sin and Naughtineſs, while they 
romiſe to men the pardon thereof, upon ſo eaſy termes, as the on- 

f being at ſome ſmall time before they dye, grieved that they have 
inned, though, without any real contrition of heart for it, or love to 
God, and ſo hearty ſorrow that they have offended him, as ſpringing 
therefrom, provided that they receive but the Sacrament, as they will 
have it, of their extream Union, and the abſolution of one of their 
Prieſts, and have deviſed a Purgatory, in which, after death, they may 
be Purifyed, though they continue till death in their Sins, from the 
ins of which alſo, they perſwade men they may be ſoon delivered 

y the propitiatory ſacrifices, which they ſay they can, and do 1 7 

Iy make in their Maſſes, both for the quick and for the dead, and by 
8 indulgences which are in the Popes diſpoſe, and which for fuch 
ſums of Mony giver to their Church-men, or for ſuch uſes as they 
preſcribe, as for the procuring Maſſes, Dirgies, and ſuch like fop- 
peries they propoſe to ſale ? what are all theſe deviſes of this cove- 
tous Church and its Church-men, but ways of making merchandiſe 
of mens Souls? and an incouraging them in and unto an impenitent 
breach of all Gods commandments all their days? for who that loves 
his luſts, and lives in /any pleaſurable or profitable way of Sin, will 
much reguard the ceaſing therefrom, or any,commands. of God re- 
quiring it, ſo long as his guides and leaders, that pretend to have the 
keys of Heaven in their hands, aſſure them that if but an hour or two 
before their deaths, they confeſs their Sins, and are ſorry that they 
have endangered their Souls thereby, and be a little attrite or troub- 
led for them, receiving abſolution from the Prieſt,and their extreme 
Unction, they may by the vertue of the Sacraments, to convey grace, 
ex opere operato, be ſecured againſt damnation ? and be eaſed too in, 
and freed from their Purgatory pains, if they. be but bountiful to 
their Church, and its Prieſts, by the benefit of their devotions, and 
the Saints Supererrogations? ſo that by this firſt part of the Touch- 
ſtone, they appear clearly convicted of being far from being an Infal- 
Iible Church, yea, or a true and right Church of Chriſt, eſpecially, 
if we alſo take in what ſume of them aſſert, and their doctrine of pro- 
bability, therefore, makes ſafe for all to believe, vis. that no man 
is bound of neceſſity to love God, but that is a work or frame of more 
perfection, without which, obſerving their Church Orders, and re- 
ceiving their Sacraments, they may be ſaved. Surely by our Saviours 
doctrine, to love God is the firft and great Commandment, and that 
| they 
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that-teach that men may be ſaved though deſtitute.thereof, eannot 
be under the commendation of keeping Gods commandments. 

2. And as much faulty are they, with reterence to the other branch 
of the character of the true Church, oppoſed to the falſe Church, or 
the Beaſt and his Image worſhippers, name h), the keeping the taith or 
teſtimony of Jeſus, which they keep not that corrupt it, and add their 
mixtures to and with it, as the falſe Apoſtles kept not the faith of 
Jeſus,though they might hold as trurhs all the Articles ofthe Creed, 
and teach them to others, while they added rhereto the neceſſity of 
being Cireumciſed, and of keeping the Law of Moſes unto Salvation, 
no more than they would be commended for keeping for any ones 
uſe good and wholſome Wine commited to their cuſtody and charge, 
who would indeed deminifh nothing of it, but yet would mix with 
it ſome of thoſe Stygian Waters, which had à poyſonous nature in 
them, or other poyſons whereby they might be madedeadlyeo them 
that drink thereot; ſuch a Perſon might indeed plead that lie had kepe 
by him all the Wine depoſited with him, and took nothing of it a- 
Way, yea, and that he gave out again all that other keepers of it, who 
keep it Pure, and — it out ſuch as, it is given, do, and ſomething 

more, but [ ſuppo e wich no likement or commendation of him that 
commits itto him for the benefit of thoſe that will drink of it; juſt 
ſuch keepers, that is to ſay, corrupters of the faith of Jeſus, are the 
Papiſts and their Church. They retain with them indeed the whole 
Bible, and all the Goſpel, and Goſpel truths therein, but fo as to keep 
them in theirBibles from the penerallity of the People, that they may 
not read or hear them read to them, yea, and they retain with them, 
and poſſibly Preach to the People, and Teach them all the Articles 
of the Creed, at leaft in an unknown Latin Tongue, or if they alſo 
interpret them, yet to be ſure, they teach them many other chings, 
as matters of faith neceſſary to be believed by them, as much as any 
of the faid Articles, though they be quite differeut from all that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered to the Church to be believed by 
us, as for inſtance, they teach that God the Father, and Chriſt, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, are one God in three Perſons, to be believed on, and 
called upon by Men, but they corrupt that with this addition of 
their own, that the Saints alſo are to be called on, and that they 
ought to believe on them, to receive help by their interceſſions, be- 
ing worſhiped by them; they teach that Chriſt is the Son of God and 
the Saviour of the World, that he dyed for our Sins, and offered up 
2 Propitiatory Sacrifice to God for the whole World, but then they 
add and mix of their own therewith, that their Prieſts can & do my 
ly make him ofa Wafer, and offer him up as an effectual unbloody ſa- 


crifice for the quick and dead to, aud that they ought to believe _ 
| expe 
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| td receive the ſorgiveneſs of their Sinz-through their Sacra; 
ficing him, ⁊ moſt ible impiaty and indignity to his:Crofs and 
Faſkon, and the alone virtue and efficacy thereof, and a monſtrous 
addition to, and corruption of the faith, once deliyered of God to 
the Saints in his Apoſtles doctrine. They hold and teach that Chriſt 
is riſen fromithe dead, and aſcended into Heaven, and. fits at the 
Right Hand of God, but they mix therewith, and teach their, Chil- 
dren and Followers to believe, that the ſame very real Body that 
ſuffered and is in Heaven, is alſo day ly ia the Hoſt at their Mais, and 
is: hung up in the Pix or Box that they put him into, and that they 
carry upand down when they pleaſe in Proceſſion, and that they re- 
altytear him with their Teeth and eat him, and therein they do what 
the Heathen Cicero abhorred to think of in their Pagen worſhip, for be 


that is, who thinkeſt thou is ſo mad, as to think that to be a 

that he eats or is fed with ? thoſe Papiſts are ſo mad as to think and 
teach ſo, they hold and teach that there is a Heaven to reward the 
righteous, and a Hell to Puniſh the wicked, and ſo our Saviour deli- 
vered in his faith or teſtimony, but withal they add, that there is a 
third place between both, called Purgatory, wherein Souls that are 


Nat 
ſaid, quam tam amentom eſſe putas, qui illud quo veſcatur, Deum credat 85 45 De — 
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not fit for Heaven when they dye, may be purged, by rie- pains 


and torments there, and that the Pope hath the keys ofthis place to, 
and can let Souls out of it, &. And this Chriſt never taught nor 
his Apoſtles, they believe and teach that there is a Holy Ghoſt, and 
that he is to be believed in, but they teach alfo corruptly, that he 
is confined, as it were, to them ofthe Church of Rane, and that theit 
determinations, or the determinations of their Popes out of Se, Peter 
ir, are his infallible Otacles,to be as much believed, and held as'faſt 
as (or more than) the ſayings of the holy Prophets & Apoſtles in the 
Scriptures. They teach that there is a holy Catholick Church, but they 
add and mix with that alfo this Poyſonful Doctrine, that the Church 
of Rome only are that Church, and that men are to reſolve their faith 
into its ſayings and concluſions, and that tłie is the vifible Head 
of the whole Catholick Chureh and Chriſts Vicar on earth; they 
teach àa Communion-of Saints, but they teach alſoſwith-ita worſhip of 
thoſe that are deceaſed and canonized by tive Pope, and that they may 
and ought to be invocated; they teach remiſſion of Sins, but they 
corrupt the doctrine of it by teaching that it is to be ſought for, not 
ly in believing on, and yielding obedience to-Chriſt,” but alſo-by 
their prayers to;and invocarion of the Szinty, by Pilgrimages and pe- 
nances of their on, or others impoſing on them; by the merits of 
the Saints, and not by Chriſts only; by the virtue of their Mafs, and 
the very reception of their Sacraments, and the likez-jthey hold — 
| Feacn 
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cexch'theReſurreRionvfthe Body, and Life everlaſting; bur-cheFecch 


alſo this corruppYoArige;! that life everlaſting may be merited bf God 
by our good werks, for ſo ſome of themydv-teactr,' rhat good: works ids 
truly merit grace in-this world,” and glory in rhe next; and that goed 

orks of juſt perſons are of themſelves worthy of the reward of Eternal 
life without any Covenant or aeceptation of Cod; yea, and that no en- 


cereaſt of dignity comes to juſt mens works by the Merits or Perfon of 


Chi whreffthe ſame-works ſhould not otherwiſe have Had, had they 
been done bY the fame grace; beſtowed by the liberality of God alone 
without Chriſt, and therefore alſo they ſay; that after grace infuſed; our 
works are ſo perfectly Meritorious of life that it cannot be denied them, 
and that therefore they never requeſt of God, by the Merits of Chriſt, 
that the reward of eternal Life may be given to their worthy and meri- 


- corious Works; but that by Chrift, grace may be Nee to inable 
t 


them to merit wotthify that reward; and mnch tothe fime purpoſe may 
be found in ſome of theit Writers, as Vaſquex his Diſputations evidence. 
So that inſtead of keeping the Faith, and Teſtimony of Jeſus, they egre- 
giouſſy corrupt, and mix it with their own additions, which yet they 
require as much to be believed and ane upon, as e any Articles 
of the Faich delivered, in the*holy$ Hot and as muth as the belief of 
the neceſſity; of Circumciſſon, and of keeping the Law of Moſes, was ur- 
ged and praftiſed upon by the falſe Apoftles. So that to any that will 
mind the Scriptures, and impartially will weigh what is faid in them, and 
compare therewith the way of this Church, they cannot, unleſs they be 
ſtark-blind, or wilſully cloſe their eyes, but ſee and conclude that this 
Roman Church far from beings a true or right Shunt of Chriſt, much⸗ 
leſs can it be the e. lier Church, of nfallible in her Da: 
Arines and Diftazes3, which thinks being fo, itznlght be tarvailed thar 
all men do not fly out of and from her Comthunion that have any care 6f 
their Souls, and. deſire the everlaſting-Salvation of them, and that may 


be the marrer phe ] uiry and cofiſideration, . 


. Whrnes ita 1 n en eTps 
many cenviq ions Or ine r WAYS DR 10. MANY learned and able 
Proteſtants, aud Neformed) Ve P, reacher 0 o wady learned 
Treatiſes? yea, and not only ſo, but that many fall to her alſo that ha 
rejected her, or have liyed under the knowledge of the Scriptures, an 
the enjoyments of that light from them, by which they might be able ts 


diſcern, and be led e her? nip Dow 
CH 


in anſwer to yrhich, in both, its branches, it may be nated firſt of all, 
chat this is nothing mare than what. the Holy Ghoft fore law, and fore: 
ſignified in che Holy Scriptutes z for in the Book of the A cuelat ions, it 
is evident that Myſtery Babilon would have many commit Fornication 
with her until her deſtruction comes upon her, yea, and they alſo many 
of 


\ many fill continue in her Cominunion after o 
culo þ Wa) 


AND Prot all a. th. 
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of them no mean perfofis z for it is {aid, that the Kings of the Earth who 
have committed Fornication, and lived delicioully with her, ſhall bewail 
her, and lament for her when they ſee the ſmoak of her burning, ſtand» 
ing afar off for fear of her torment, and ſaying, alas, alas, that great 
City Babilon, &c. and the Merchants of the Earth ſhall weep and maurn 
over her, Cc. and every Shipmaſter, and all the company in Ships, 
and Sailers, and as many as trade by Sea, ſtood afar off ard cryed 
when they ſaw. the Smoak · of her-burning, & c. Revelations 18, 9, 10, 
11, 17, 18. Yea, and the holy Ghoſt ſignifies, that, after the Preach- 
ing ol the everlaſting Goſpel, by an Angel flying in the midſt of Heaven, 
to them that dwell on the Earth, warning them to fear God, and give 
glory to him, and worſhip him that made Heaven and Earth, &c. in di- 
tine: ion from and in oppoſition to all other falſ- objects of worſhip, ſuch 
as are in B,bylon, as the Peaſt and his Image, and after another Angel 
tollowing and ſay ing, Bow is fallen, is fallen, that great City, both 
fallen from her fri love, fallen into falſe and corrupt worſhip, and fallen 
too from her firſt dignity and ſplendor which ſhe had as Babylon, as that 
falſe Harlot that made all N ations drink of the Wine of the wrath of her 
Fornications, yet it is ſuppoſed that ſome might and would yet worſhip 
the Beaſt and his Image, K cv. 14, 6,7, 8, 9. which may denote the con- 
tinuance of the Babiloniſh Idolatry after the Goſpel Predched by the Re- 
formers, calling men to the right and. true worſhip, and after the decay 
and fall of the Roman Church from her priſtine ſplendor and grandeur 
for the falling of her may be one thing, and her Plagues and burning may 
be another thing, between which, yet 1hg,may be ſtrugling to recover 
her ſelf, and while fo, ſhe may have Go not only continuing in her 
communion to the laſt, hut ſome. alſo joyning theme Ives to her Idol 
worſhip that were ſometimes not joyning with her therein; to which 
purpole alſo may be interpreted theſe two expreſſions. concerning the 
man of Sin the myſtical Jereboam that cauſed Iſrael to Sin, that the Lord 
ſhall confume him with the breath of his mouth, that is, by his word and - 
ſpirit in the Preaching of the Goſpel. as the Papacy hath been, and is at 
this day under a conſumption thereby, and then at length he ſhall deſtroy 
him by the brightneſs of his coming, 2 7 beſ2. 8. Now as it is in conſum- 
ptions, we know perſons that labour thereof, will ſometimes: bevery. ill 
and languviſh, and ſometimes chear again, and revive, and ſeem to be on 
the mending hand, get up alittle, and be ſomewhat brisk, ſo may it be 
with the man of Sin; he may ſeem ſometime in bis; conſumerive. Nate to 
de getting heart again, and men may think he will recayer bis former 
heefth, and get rid of that deadly wound, that by, the Sword, of the 


Goſpel he hath received; and beſtir himſelf then again more rigorouſly 
| | | than 


| 
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chan before, that he may keep up, and no more fall down; but yet at 
che brightneſs of the Lords appearance, he will thereby totally ruin and 
deſtroy hitn, bus to ſpeak a little diſtinꝰ ty to the cauſes and reaſons both. 

1. Of the continuance of ſo many ſtill to cleave to her after ſhe hath 
been ſo detected. ö 

2. Of the falling of any to her after fo great and long a diſcovery of 
her, and declining from her. | 
” x. To the firſt of theſe, with reſpect to her ſelf, and thoſe that are 
more properly the conſtitutive and eſſential parts of her, the Church as 
diſtinguiſhed Ly her ſelf from the Laity, or people adhering to her, and 
eſpecially the Court of Rome, ſhe being as ſhe is called, and as we have 
ſhewed, a Whore, a Harlor, it fares with her as it doth with other 
Whores, that is, as ſueh a one that is a Whore, getting gain and profit 
ro her (elf by her Whoredom, and finding pleaſure and ſweetneſs therein, 
is hardned againſt the diſcoveries of herfalle praiſes, and uſually goeth 
on impenicefitly in her Trade, becauſe of the profit and gain accruing 
to her thereby, and eſpecially if She be Conrred by great and rich per- 
fows or Princes, they give her conſiderable gifts of Riches, Honours, and 
Dipnities, and makes but a Tuſh at the Laws, Threatning Punichment, 
or Death, for ſuich praetiſes, ſhe finding no effect or Execution of them 
for a long time to appear againſt her, by oceaſion whereof, She flatters 
her Self that it will be never otherwiſe with her than it is, but that She 
ſhall always eſcape puni hment. So fares it with this Adulterous Church, 
ſhe hath found, ol finds ſo much gain and profit, of worlely Intereſt, 
Riches, Honour, Dignity, accruing to her ſince her trucking with Kings, 
and Princes, and Emperors, and obtaining of them to be owned and ho- 
noured in all her pretenſions as the Catholick Church, the Church that 
all perſons ought to comply with, and ſibmit to, and that her Head and 
Biſhop ſhould be taken to be the Vicar of Chriſt, the higheſt power on 
earth, that its no marvail if She repent not of her fo ſweet and gainful a 
Trade, but by all means endeavours to keep up her credit that ſhe may 
be ſtill fo courted and careſſed; and if the hath gorten à wound that 
- hath thrratned hevlife, rhat ſhe endeavours to get cured; and to reco - 
ver her Priſtine ſtrength, which it ſhedo retover, we expect ſhe will fol- 
lo her old trade of Strumpetry and Blood-thedding, as hard or harder 
than ever, that ſo ſhe may ſecure her ſelt, if poſſible, from the threatned 
puniſhment and judgment, ordered of God and denounced in his Name 
againſt her by us, which maygre all her power and policy, ſhe hall not 
be able to eſcape, for {troag is the Lord God that judlgeth her; the bright- 


nets of whoſt appearing-rhar Man of Sin N:allinot be able to endure, To 


this pürpole, that THe may recover her Priſtine ſtrength and vigour, and 
follow her accurſed Trade with the greater fervour or fury; her Poli- 
ticians, as ſo many Phyſitians, are at work very hard; beating their 
brains, 
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brains, and uſing all their skill and Induſtry to make her whole again: 
and wo to us for a while if her diſeaſe be cured, and the Feafts deadly 
wound be healed; for then will be indeed accompliſhed more fully that 
which is written in Rev. 13. 15, 16, 17, but in the mean time there are 
many cleave to her, and have all alongeleaved to her, Becauſe, 

. Many of them are kept from, or have not the opportunity of ſeeing 
and hearing what is evidenced againſt her, though perhaps they have 
heard ſome rumour of the Goſpel Preached to them that dwell on the 
Earth, and of the Fall of Babylen in part from her Priſtine power and 
ſplendour, many are kept in ignorance, both of the Scriptures, and of 
the Sermons Difeourſes in Writing of the Proteſtant parties, and 
many neglect to inquire into them, and ſo come not to know what is e- 
videnced againſt her; her Pandors or Merchants ſetting themſelves to 
keep them in Ignorance and Error, to keep up their own grandeur and 
worldly Intereſts. 

2. The cunning Sophiſtry and deceits of her Prieſts and Jeſuits, men 
of a ſeared Conſcience and ſtiff Impudence, who like Jannes and Fome- 
bres, who withſtood Aofes from or in his diſcovering the truth of God 
to Pharaob and the Egyptians, do ſtand againſt the truth, and the Preas 
chers of it, and the diſcoverers of the Romiſh Frauds and Impoſtures, 
prevail much with many who are apt to reſolye their faith into their learn- 
ing, ſubtlety, authority, and appearing Piety and wiſdom, (even as the 
flights of ane, and Jambres prevailed with Phareab and many of the 
Egyptians) ſo as that though they hear and may hear. or read the diſ- 
courſes of the learned Proteſtants, wherein they have deted ed their a- 
buſes, yer they do not ſeriouſly Ponder or weigh them, or are blinded 
from diſcerning the truth by the miſts they caſt before them. 

3. Worldly intereft holds in many both of the Kings and Greater 
Perſons, their intereſt being interwoven with theſe of Rome, and where 
the Kings and Princes 0i the earth commit fornicationwith her, they do 
by their Laws in many places, made againſt them that reject her Com- 

munion, and their rigour and cruelty, deter many from liſtening to, and 
conſidering what is ſaid againſt her; yea, and they keep out ſuch diſco- 
verers or diſcoyeries of her lewdaeſs; that otherwiſe would be afforded 
to then, as was predict ed in Kev, 13. 15, 16, 17. and where their Laws 
are not ſo cruel, yet by their bad examples, and their indulging their 
favours to her followers, they keep in many from liſtening to what woul 
tend to withdraw them from her; the moſt of men not ſearching ſo much 
with ſincere endeavors aſter what is true and right, as minding and reſt- 
ing in what is uppermoſt in the world, and worſhipping in truth its 
Power and Grandeur (which I take to be that which the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Apocalyps, calls the Beaſt) more than any other God beſ des. 


4. The dependance that the younger perſcns have upon the Elder, or 
| 12 others 
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vthers related to them, the Children upon their Parents, and Kin 
folks, and Friends one upon another, and the reſpect they have one 
for another, is ſome- cauſe alſo of many being detained therein, be- 
ing carryed away with ſuch as they have, ſuch dependance upon, or 
reſpect unto, eſpecially the being Educated under ſuch Principles 
as have been maintained by, and tranfmitted ts hem from their Ance- 
ſtors and Pregenitors, for many generations proves apewerful motive to 
retain, and not reje& thoſe principles what ever may be offered to detect 
and diſcover the evil of them, few being io redeemed from the vain con- 
verſations received by tradition from their Fathers and Forefathers, or 
from the Earth and Men; even from earthly affections, and from their 
reſpectt to, and dependances on mem by the Blood of Chriſt, minded 
and regarded by them, as it hath been ſhed for them, as to renounce all 
ſuch reipect to Fathers and Forefathers, earthly affections, and depen- 
dance on, and reſpects to men, and to follow after Chrift ſingly and ſin- 
cerely where-ever he by his Word and Doctrine would lead them, or fo 
as to wake ſuch due and diligent inquiry and ſearch into the truth, as it 
is in him, that they might underſtand it, and be led and guided by it. 
And then | 5 ha, : 

5. The juſt and righteous ſudgment of God, it is to harden both 
this Harlot and her Adherents, for their unfaithtulneſs in ſeeking at- 
ter, or not admitting the truth of God; but either ſlightly neglect- 
ing the inquiry after jc, or againſt evident ſhinings ot it cloſing their 
eyes, leſt they ſhould ſee with their eyes, or hear with their ears, or 
underſtand with their hearts what they ſee would tend to convert 
them from their gainful and delicious interefts and enjoy ments, E- 
ven as Gods Judgments were upon Phæraob and the Agyptians to hard- 
en them ; for as Pbaraob and the Egyptian hardning tnemſelves, and 
doing wickedly againft Iſrael were left of God to their hardneſs or 
hardened by him, that he might glorify himſelf on them in their de- 
ſtruction: ſo it is with this falſly Infallible, but truly inflexible im- 
penitent Church, he gives her and her Adherents up to their own +» 
hearts luſts, and to walk in their Idolatrous and bloody ways to fill 
up the meaſure of their iniquities, that he might glorify himſelt in 
executing upon them the Doom and Judgment that is written con- 
© cerning them. 

#* 6. Though alſo ſome decaſion of hardning this Church, and ſome 
advantage her ſubtle Factors take to harden people in their obſtinate 
cleaving to her from the too great diviſions found, and by them alſo 
fomented among us Proteſtants, with the too much iniquity alſo 
practiſed among us, and ſome harſh Principles about Gods Decrees 
of Reprobation in ſome among us. Whence they poſſe the minds 
of her Followers that they are in a berter ſtate, more at unity, and 
perhaps many of them leſs outwardly vitious(though not their gene- 
3 rality) 
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rality) and more devout than they ſhould be, ſhould they forſake 
their Communion to embrace ours. Yea, and ehey can aggravate our 
diviſions, & repreſent them, as if they were the juſt judgment of God 
upon us for deſerting her Communion ; though that be as falſe as, 
and no truer than that the Diviſions, Feuds,and Wars among us Chri- 
ſtians, both Papiſts and Proteſtants,are the juſt judgment of God upon 
us for caſting off Heatheniſm, or for not turning Fews or Mabumetens, 

7. To which add the fair paints and cunning carriage of this 
Harlot; for as it is with other Whores, they may and often have as 
handſom bodies, as comely faces, as ſmooth carriages, as good parts, 
and witty winning behaviour as honeſt Women and cha Macrons. 
Yea, ſometimes they may in ſome of thoſe things, if not-inall, exceed 
them, and being rich or richly maintained, may, and often-have as coſt- 
ly apparel, as rich ornaments and Jewels, as other honeſter perſons; 
nay, and where they find defect of beauty, can ſupply it by art, paint- 
ing their faces with.ſuch freſh Gelively colours,as ſhall make them ſeem 
young and youthful, when in truth and underneath they are black 
and deformed. Even fo this Remiſþ Church being a rich and ſubtle 
Har lot, is not void of many taking and winning matters, wherewith 
ſhe ſets forth her ſelf to draw or keep in Lovers, and trims ber way to 

. ſeek love, as the Prophet ſaid of the Adulterous Church that did pre- 
cede her, Fer. 2. 33. Yea, to her may well be applyed that of the Pro- 
phet Nabum to the bloody City: That ſpe is a well-favoured Harlot, 
mM na My theMiſtriſs of witchcrafts,that ſell:th Nations through ber whore- 
doms, and Families through her Witchcrafts, Nah. 3.4. For it is true that 
ſhe hath in her Perſons indued with great natural parts and endow- 
ments, Men of learning and policy; and that ſhe hath many good gifts 
from God by Jeſus Chriſt, wherewith ſhe might and ought. to ſerve 
and pleaſe him, Yea, ſhe hath ſewels of his gold and of his ſilver as ir 
were, Whichhe in her better ſtate was pleaſed mercifully and grati- 
oufly, freely to impart unto her. But as it is the fault of Harlots to a- 
buſe the gifts of God & men to diſhoneſt arts and ends, fo it fares with 
this Church alſo ; for ſhe doth as Feruſalem did before her, of whom 
the Lord ſaith 3 That ſhe took of ber garments (namely that he had given 
her, for he found her naked and in her blood) and decked ber bigb pla- 
ces with divers colours, and played the Harlot thereupon. And ſhe took ber fair 

jewels of bis gold and of his ſilver, and made to ber ſelf Images of a male, and 
committed Whoredom with them; and'ſhe took ber broidred garments and cove- 

red them, and ſet bis Oyl and bis Incepſe before them, and his meat which he 
gave her, even fine flower, and oyl, and boxey wherewith be fed her, ſhe ſet it 
even before them for aſweet ſavour, &c. Ezek. 16. 16, 17, 18, 19. Even ſo we 
may ſay of this Church, that ſhe ſerves her Idols with the gifts of God, 


and makes uſe even of the truths that ſhe hath received from c—_ 
and. 
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undꝭ his ordinances to wake up an Image of them, 2s mixed with her 
inventions (a fame of Religion) which ſhe worſhi ps, and cauſeth all 
to worſhip. Yea, aad ſhe decks her ſelf with ber natura} parts, and 
gifts, Moral Virtues, and acquired Sciences, and with many things 
. which ſhehath received from God. But not that ſhe might ſingly ſerve 
Chriſt therewith, but to ſeek love from the Kings, and Priaces, and 
people of the World, & to commit fornication with them; and many 
are taken and led captive with theſe her arnaments, that is, with her 
Learning, ſeeming Devotion, Charity and Piety, which are all made 
uſe of ſubſerviently to the grand deſign of making her ſelf a Goddeſs, 
or an Obje& of worſhip by the poor ſimple Souls that ſhe that way 
deludes, and as artifices of drawing them to commit adultery with her. 
With ſuch things the paints and guilds over her ſelf to inamour men 
of her, and make them her Vaſſals, that ſhemighe inrich her ſelf, though 
with the ſpoil of their Souls. As in a viſion was forerepreſented by 
the Holy Ghoſt concerning her in Rer. 17. 4. while the holy man ſaw 
her as a Woman arrayed in purple and ſcarlet colour, and deckt or gilded with 
Gold, and pretious Stones, and Pear, having a golden Cup in ber band, in 
which ſhe gives forth ber abominatiom. Signitying hereby what a gawdy 
Church the would be in her appearance and worſhip, and how ſhe 
would be adorned with many fine ge and rich colours, the 
better to in: mout the Kings and people of the Earth on her. Vea, and 
as crafty and witty Whores can conform themſelves to the different 
tempers of their Paramours, the better to work upon and captivate, 
and keep their affe&ions: ſo it is with this wiley Church, and her 
Panders, For thoſe that are melancholly, or ofa more grave ſober 
temper, orreligiouſly inclined, ſhe can entertain chem with Books of 
Devotion, formes of Penance, tules of Morcification, and many learn- 
ed Diſcourſes that may ſuit their humors ; but yet, ſo as they mult 
take in therewith her Superſtitions ; and ſhe hath her Monaſteries 
and Nunneries, places of ſeparation from the World, in a ſort to be 
devour in, if they be fo diſpoſed : and for thoſe that have deſires for 
Heaven, ſhe can ſhew them (as ſhe pretends) a certain way whereby 
they may not only obtain, but merit it too, and to that purpole ex- 
Cites them to much devotion to God, and to the Saints, and provokes 
chem to bounty, and works of charity, though ſhe poyſons them wich 
her Doctrine of Merit, tending ,to puff them up, and corrupts 
all their good things with the ſowre and evil teaven of Idolatry, and 
other falſe Opinions before reproved. For as the Apoſtle faith of the 
falſe Apoſtles, chat they couſd tran form themſelves into tbe Miniſters of 
righteouſneſs, while corrupting men imaud from the faith, they were fer all their 
goodly appearance, in reality the Meſſengers of Satban; and that they made 
4 fair fſhew in the fleſh, and gloried in appearance, nit in heart, 2 Coriuthi. 
| _ 11,13,15, 
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11. 13, 15. and 8. 12. Gall. 6, 12. So is it with theſe men. They are 
(as Dr. StuUingfleet hath very well and worthily obſerved; and in his 
Sermon upon that Text manifeſted them to be) Wolves in ſheeps cloth. 
ing, and the Religioniſts that walk after their directions, are corrupt. 
and ſpoiled by them. For if the ſpeaking with the tongue of men and 
Angels, gift of Propbecy, and underftanding all ies, and all Knowledge ʒ 
yea, and Faith, ſo as to remove Mountllins, and the giving all a mans goods 
io feed the poor, and bis body to be burnt, will not profit bim if be baue not love 
or charity, 1 Cor 13. I, 2, 3. what profit think we can accrue to this 
Church, or to any of its Devotioniſts from all their Devotions, Gifts, 
Liberality,Penances,or whatever elſe is done by themwhile they are 
guilcy of groſs Idolatry, and cofruptions of the Faith, as is before e+ 
videnced. Surely no Idolater hath true love to God, nor any that is 
partaker with the Blood-thirſty, the guilt whereof lies upon this 
Church, and all in irs Communion. When the Apoſtle commends 
Charity, it is a Charity out of a pure heart, and a good conſcience, and Faith 
unfeigned, 1 Tim. 1. 5. which cannot be where Idojatry and Su perſti- 
tion, and corruption of the Faith rake place, however —— 
may be in Almſdeeds to the poor; which the Apoſtle alſo ſuppoſeth 
may be, where that love and charity which is ſo neceſſary and eacet- 
lent is yet wanting, Suppoſe the Gellatbiznsfequced by the falſe Apo- 
ſtles to believe the neceſſity of Circumciſion, and the obſervation of 
the Laws of Meſes, ſhould have been alſo perſwaded by them to have 
retired themſelves into Monaſteries, and ſpent their time in Devoti- 
ons, and been free to give all they had to feed the poor, would any 
or all thoſe things have profited them under that perſwaſion? I ſup- 
poſe not, ſeeing the Apoſtle ſaith, I they were circumciſed, Chrift would 
profit them nothing, Gall. 6. 2. If Chriſt would: profit them nothing, 
ſurely much; leſs would thoſe things, or whatever elſe could have 
been done by them. And doabtlefs if the corrupting their Faith by 
Circumciſion would have ſo marredall their Religion, much more 
will Idolatry, Superſtition, and the other Iniquities before detected in 
the Roman Communion, marr'all their fineſt; and otherwiſe moſt 
* HKafdable actions. But then on the other fide, this wiley Church, like 
a wiley Strumpet,hathother entertainments for perſons of other tem- 
pers or diſpoſitions; and if they have a mind to live looſly, and in 
the practice of any Wickedneſs, they have plaiſters to skin over ſuch 
Ulcers ; they can fit them with looſe Doctrines and Principles, they 
can hold them in the Roman Communion, by telling them, that if 
they confeſs to the Prieſt once a year or oftner, and receive Ahſoluti- 
on from their fins upon ſome petty Penances, and ſeeming Auſteri- 
ties to the fleſh: (which yet they may upon pretty light Devotions, or 
for mony have Indulgencies in) they may receive pardon for aJl —— 
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forepaſt faults, yea, perhaps for a great many years too, or for a great 
time to come, and if they continue in ſin till death; returning to whar 
they have conſeſſed 5 yet if butan hour or two before their death they 
can but ſend for a Prieſt, and make confeſſion of their fins with ſome 
attrition or grief that their conditiòu is no better, though they be 
not contrite or broken in heart for their ſins, nor have any love af 
God; yet having the Prieſts aBſolution, and being anointed with 
their Extream Unction, they are ſecured from Hell and damiſation. 
Indeed they may be untit for Heaven, as the fooliſh Virgins were, that 
ſlumbi ed and ſlept till it was proclaimed that the Bridegtoom came, 
and then not having Oyl in their Veſſels, their Lamps were gone out; 

ay, but they ſhall go but to Purgatory at the worſt,and be purged by 
thoſe pains for ſometime ; and from thence allo they may be ſoon re- 
leaſed by vertue of the over- much Oy i in the wiſe Virgins Veſſels, 
that. is, by vertue of the meritorious works of Supererrogation done 
by their more religious Votaries, and Canonized Saints, and by the 
Maſſes and Sacrifices offered for the quick and che dead, and other 
Devotions performed by their living Prieſts; eſpecially if they give 
a conſiderable ſum of mony to them to purchaſe their Devotions tor 
them when they dy, and then they may in a ſhort time too beat reſt 
therefrom. And theſe are fine pleaſing baits to hook and hold in the 
Souls of vitious perſons. Now who that's religiouſly inclined, but 
by a conceit of meriting, will be obſervaut of the rules of ſuch a Reli- 
gion? And who that loves his ſins but will like ſuch a Doctrine and 
Religion, as gives them ſo good encouragement to hold them faſt, 
and propounds ſuch eaſy remedies to ſecure them from the dreadful 
punithments of them? And that's a main reaſon of ſo many great and 
ſmall being held faſt in the arms of this Joving Church, that ſhe be- 
ing in her ſelf gay, and gawdy, and deckt, and painted with fine co- 
lours, hath the wit, or craft, and ſubtlety to bajt her Hooks accord- 
ing to the humors of the ſeveral perſons for whom ſhe fiſhes, and ac- 
commodates her ſelf to the ſeveral diſfolitions of her Paramours ; to 
be either more ſolitary andſullen, or more pleaſant and gameſome, 
as may ſuit beſt with their conſticution. What we have ſaid upon this 
firſt Head, to the reaſons of ſo many being held ſtill in her Commu- 
nion, mayſuffice to that. 

2. And truly in anſwer to the inquiry in its ſecond branch, ſome 

things of what is ſaid to the former might be repeated zgain; or ta- 
ther referred unto by us, as cauſes thereof; namely, of the filling off 
of ſo many to her that have been delivered from her; and brought up 
under that light by which they might ſo diſcover her f>iſe-colours,as 
to keep from her. As the ſubtlety of her Emiſſaries and FaQoy s, ha- 
ving now more liberty amongſt us to negotiate for het than former] 5 | 
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and the occaſions ofoffence miniſtred by our oπẽndiviſians, and the 
too many miſcarriages found among us, eſpecially in ſome tranſacti- 
ons of the late times; which thoſe Emiſſaries want neither skill noi 
ill to improve to the furtherance of their deſigns : and alſo the fair 
flouriſhes that ſhe by them makes, eſpecially in theſe Countries, where 
being iu the midſt of oppoſitions, they put on greater appearances of 
Piety, Patience, Charity (as they call thei? Almſdeeds) and pretenſi- 
ons of greater Unity and Proſperity ; and what was laſtly faid alſo of 
her wilineſs in accommodating her Doctrines, and carriages toward 
chem, comens differenc humors. Bur beſides theſe things there may 
be other cauſes that are more principal aſſigned, which in conjunction 
with theſe are of great power and influence; ſo as there is great dan- 
ger ofthe fall of many into her embraces. As for inſtance, 

1. Mens own former, and hitherto Careleſueſs to acquaint chem - 
ſelves with, and ſeek to be eſtabliſhed in the truth, and to walk in ic 
according to its Inſtructions, and that hath been, and is the caſe of 
too many both of our Gentry and ofothers of both Sexes, that though 
they have for many years had the Scriptures and Goſpel Doctrines 
among them, and many Learned and Solid difocurſes publiſhed, 
to diſcover the deceits of the Romaniſts; yet they have not ſet their 
hearts toward Godand Chriſt ſeriouſly, to know and walk in, and be 
obedient to his truth; but have reſted ina bare form of Godlinefs, 
denying the power of it, more minding the World and the things of 
it, their Eſtates, Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, Ornaments, Gallantry 
or Intemperancy, and what their corruptions lead them to, than 
how to ſet ve and pleaſe God, and make ſuch right improvements of 
his truths, made known to and among them, as wherein they might be 
fitted tar and accounted worthy of its utmoſt Benefits, eſpecially in 
theſe late and preſent days, in which, looſe and licentious principles 
and practiſes, of Atheifm, infidelity and debauchery, take great place 
and have wonderfully in a few years thriven ſo as to overcome the 
Nations. Now God is marvailouſly jealous ofhis glory, and the 
glory of his Name and truth, and will not hold chem guiltleſs that 
take or receive them in vain, that is, ſo as not to be made good by 
them, and therefore will puniſh them that ſo do, for this cauſe it was 
that he gave over the Gentiles to vile affections, and to groſs Idola- 
try, becauſe, when he had in and by his works of creation and pro- 
vidence, made known himſelf to and among them, they did not 
glorify him as God, nor were thankful to him, but became vain in 
their Imaginations, and their Fooliſh Hearts were darkened, ſo as 
proteſling themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools, &. Rom, i. 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25. For this cauſe God allo threatned us Chriſtians, 


that he would give way to the man of Sin to come in upon the 
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World with power, and figns, and lying wonders, after the manner 
of Sathan, and ſend ſtrong deluſions, that men might believe lyes 
and be Damned, even becauſe God had firſt-ſent the truth of the Goſ- 

among us, and men received not the love thereof, that the 
might be ſaved (namely from their Sing) nor believed it heartily, 10 
as to obey it, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Tbef. 2, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12. Which horrible threatned judgment he hath ſadly exe- 
cuted in the World, after the Chriſtian faith, being ſpread abroad 
in it, hatli not been duly entertained, partly by leting e Maho- 
met, and ſeting up a Kingdom in the World, as to its Eaſtern parts, 
that received and propagates his deluſions what they can, and partly 
by ſuffering Rome in theſe Weſtern parts, ſo to exalt her ſelf with all 
her corruptions and abominations, and ſurely this is one, and the 
main cauſe of the falling off of fo many to her bad communion after 
ſuch detection of her ſo fully made, to which way hath alſo been the 
rather made by. 

2. The ſad debauchings of the Nations, and filling them with 
Profaneneſs, uncleanneſs, & irreligion, from the one end to the other 
thereof, which hath doubtleſs been the project, and work of ſome 
that hold the Doctrine of Balaam, and follow his pernicious ways, 
who taught Balak to caſt a ſtumbling block before the Children of 
Iſrael to eat things ſacrificed to Idols, and to commit Fornication, 
Rev. 2.14. Or rather as Fezabel, that painted Strumpet, who ſeduced 
Gods People to commit fornication, (firft) and (then) to eat things 
ſacrificed to Idols, firſt to commit Fornication, and then, as a fruit 
thereof to which they might that way be the eaſier drawn to eat 

things ſacrificed to Idols, Rev. 2. 20. According to ome Machivil- 
lian principles, to make men firſt of no Religion, and then they may 
eaſily be drawn to embrace any falſe Religion; how much bodily | 
Whoredom and Fornication overſpreads the Land, is too ſad as well 
as Ealy to obſerve, and ſurely its juſt with God when men give up 
themſelves to that, to give them over to Spiritual Fornication alſo, 
that they might fill up the meaſure of their [niquities, and his grea- 
ter and ſeyverer wrath might come upon them, and eſpecially, its 
the direct way to promote the Popiſh Religion and its fpiritual 
Whoredoms, becauſe it gives ſuck indulgences to, and diſpenſations 
for the beloved Sins of bodily Fornication, promiſing to thoſe 
that practice ſuch Sins, Pardon and impunity (at feaſt after ſome pe- 
nances and Purgatory Pains) for their Sins, and Heaven and Happi- 
neſs to at laſt, if they. wilt but joyn themſelves in fellowſhip with 
that Church, and ur hold its claims and Pre tentions, though for o- 
thers ofa devouter complexion, as we have noted, ſhe can take ſome 
preciaus truths of God, compared in Scripture to Gold, * 
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Gold, or to Silver ſeven times Purifyed in the fire, and his precious 
promiſes, which are as precious Pearls, more precious than Rubies, 
and mixing them with her own ſuperſtitions, make up pretty tak- 
ing medals, and formes or Images of devotion, and compoſures of 
Croizons, and — — exerciſes, to allureand be witch them. 
3. Yea, the familiarity and Friendſhip with Perſons of that Heli- 
gion, or being yoked up with them, eſpecially in Marriage, proves a 
reat inducement to diverſe to turn to them, for even ſuch corre- 
pondencies and. conjunctions with any falſe worſhipers have been 
allways pernicious, as may appear even in Solomon, who though a 
wiſe man, and of an exceeding large underſtanding, ſo as that (as 
Nebemiab obſerves} among many Nations, there was no King like him, 
who was beloved of God, yet even him did outlandiſh (or range) 
women (ofa corrupt Religion) cauſe to Sin, Neb. 13. 26. 1 King. 
IT. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. For his Women inclined or turned away his Heart, 
ſo that it was not right with God, but he followed other Gods, and 
built high places for them, and who may preſume to ſtand under a 
_— when he voluntarily caſts himſelf into it, that Soloman 
could not ſtand upright under,though ſo wiſe a man ? cherefore God 
forbad Iſrael! to joyn themſelves in affinity with Idolaters, by Mar- 
rying their Daughters, leaſt they ſhould prove a ſnare to them, 
and draw away their hearts after their Gods with them, Ex:d. 
34. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Deut. 7. 3, 4. But too many now adays for- 
get and willfully over look ſuch warnings, not reguard ſuch threat- 
nings, as that in Meth. 2. 11. 12. Where after he had aid, Judab hath 
dealt treacheroufly, and an abomination is committed in Iſrael and in 
Feruſalem : for Iudab hath profaned the holyneſs of God, which he 
loved by Marrying the Daugbter of a ſtrange God, he adds, the 
Lord will cut of the Man that dorh this, the Maſter and the Scholer 
out ofthe Tabernacles of Fudab, yes, the making friendſhips, and 
but contracting familiarities with Perſons of corrupt principles, or 
praiſes the Scripture notes and warns of as infſectious and dange- 
rous; ſee to this purpoſe, Prev. 13. 20. and 22, 24,25. and 23.29, 20. 
2 Cor. 6. 14,15, But ſuch warnings are in this caſe too much ſlighted. 
4. To which we may add a particular ſubtlety & craft of in the Romiſh 
Factors, in that to enſnare x eople, they raiſe and ſcatter reports among 
them, that great perſons in authority favour and underneath approve 
their Religion, Church and Doctrine, as h nowing that the multitude 
too generally, and eſpecially the looſer ſort, and thoſe that are ambiti⸗ 
ous of honour, and of the favour of great Perſons, are apt to reſolve 
their Religion into the wills and pleaſures of Princes and great Perſons, 
and will be ready to comply with their judgments, and ſteer their courſe 


by what they take to be their Compaſs to any point, whither right or 
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wrong; towards Hell or Heaven, as is to be ſeen in all Nations where 
the Religion of the Frinces and their Courts bears the greateſt ſway a- 
mong their ſubje&s ; they being, as was ſaid before, the Gods that are by 
multitudes ſupreamly Worſhiped ; or if it be mens own bellies,their caſe, 
honour, wealth, pleaſure, or the like, that is the higheſt and chief God 
with them; yet Kings, Princes, and great Perſons, they look at as the 
moſt powerful Mediators, by whole means or favour thoſe other things 
are moft probably and fully to be compaſſed and enjoyed, and ſo their 
higheſt God may be moft fatisfyingly ſerved. That the Prieſts and 
Jefaits take ſuch a courſe now adays to perſwade the people by ſuch an 
Argument, to comply with their Principles, we have it made publick in 
Print, by the confeſſion of the late converted Fryar, Mr. Anthony X gan, 
in his Book wherein his Recantation Sermon Preached at Lendon is Prin- 
ted, where we meet with words to this effect, © That aſter his Convers 
© ſion to the Proteſtant Religion, ſeveral of the Papiſt Priefts, and others 
© living about Leung breats in /reland, (whom, he ſaith, he is ready to name, 
© and did thereby accuſe) did publickly report that his Majeſty, his Royal 
* Highneſs, and all the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom of Englend, 
were privately of their Religion, uſing it as an argument to make or. 
© move him to fall back again to Popery. See here what notorious falſe- 
hoods they fear not to report, to the ſcandal of Authority, yea, and of 
our Nation it ſelf, to carry on their owo deſigns z for thanks be to God 
the contrary hereunto hath been, and is abundantly evidenced,as to fuch a 
goncral overflowing of their Religion over all thoſe perſons whom they 
have ſo traduced. Surcly, that cauſe is naught that the maintainers of 
ſtick not to manage by ſo vile and indirect Mediums, as ſo to bely and 
ſlander their Superiors; there is no queſtion but it is what they deſire 
& would gladly effect, to make both the Kings Majeſty & the Court, & all 
the Nobility & Gentry, of their mind & Religion, but God forbid that ever 
they ſhould prevail upon them, or draw them, or any of them, into ſo 
great a miſchief, and fo certain a way to their own everlaſting deſtruction. 
But no doubt but by ſuch ſuꝑgeſtions they may prevail upon no ſmall 
party of men, whoſe Faith and Religion lies in the wills and practiſes of 
the Great ones, to liften and conſent unto them, being too apt to take 
things upon truſt of their, that is) theſe mens honeſty, and not duly 
weighing what is ſaid by them, and that queſtionleſs is one thing that 
proves an effectual Engine to drawaway diſciples after them; 
Upon theſe aud ſuch like accounts, this Church, though ſo. corrupt, 
Keeps up her {elf yet in the world, and gets too much credit with too 
many, who are either not able, or not willing to ſearch into matters to 
find thera out, with a diligent and impartial ſearch, with ſuch her Paints 
pals tor excellent beauty and comelinels, eſpecially her pretty frames and 
farms of Devotiow in her Prayers and Croiſons, partly to God and 
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hrift, and partly to Saints really or ſuppoſedly ſuthʒ Her abftinences 
ind penances, or other auſterities, — 12 ſuch s ſhew of excelleney,; 
(as the Apoſtle faith of the commandmetits of men, Torch not; raft woe; 
handle not : That they have a ſpem of wiſdom indeed, in will- worſhiy and 
humility, and negleding, or (as the Margin reads it) puniſhing, and net 
fparing the body, Col. 2: 21. 23. As draws in unſtable Souls, and beguiles 
{ ky (as the Apoſtles phraſe is in verf. 18.) of their reward, which 
things, divers of them, I mean Devotion, Abſtinence, 'Mottificition, 
yea, and Almſdeeds, if rightly done, and upon right and ſound printiples, 
are in themſelves very good, and may be, and are by ſome exerciſed up- 
on Proteſtant Principles, more worthily and acceptably than they can 
be upon. thoſe of Rome, and in conjunct ion with their corruptions, by 
which all their befts deeds are marred, though indeed I could with they 
were more upon good and right principles, and in a good way prattifed 
among us, than they are, but it is too often found, that men are iter to 
do more in, and for a falſe way, than they or others are in and for a true, 
as our Saviour faith, Luk, 16.8, The children of this world are in their 
generation wiſer than the children of light. So it may be faid alfo, that 
the worſhippers of Idols are more forward in their worſhip, than they 
that worſhip the true God, are in his worſhip; forſo we find it no- 
ted of the Idolaters, that they laviſh gold out of tbe bag. and weigh Sil- 
ver out of the ballance, and ſpare for no coſt to make an Idol or falſe 
Ged, and then bear him upon their Shoulder, and carry him to his 
place, ſe. 46.6,7. And as the Prophet Jeremy notes, they deck it with 
Silver and Gold, and faften it with nails; yea, Silver ſpread in Plates is 
brought from Tarſbiſp, and Gold from Vphaz; the work of the work- 
man, and of the hands of the Founder, blue and purple is their cloathing, 
Sc. Jer. 10. 4. 9. that is, they ſpare for neither coſt nor pains, nor mat⸗ 
ter how they burthen themſelves to carry on a falſe Religion and Wor- 
ſhip, when God, in and by Jeſus Chriſt, the former of all things, and 
our Redeemer, who proffers to carry and hear us, and work all our 
works for and in us, in eur-liftning to him, and following his, Word and 
Spirit, we are too prone to ſlight, and think much to put our ſelves to 
coſt and pains, and to ſtoop down to bear any burthens put upon us by 
him in and for his ſervice. Iſrael in the wilderneſs eould readily pluck 
off their Jewels, and Ear-rings, to make themſelyes a Molten Calf of, 
Exod, 32. 2, 3. when as afterward they could find in their hearts to put 
off God with the refuſe or worſt of what he gave them; yea, and to 
cob: Him: of his Tithes and Offerings, 'Aſal. 1. 8. 13. & g. 8. and ſo the 
falſe Worſhippers of Rome are forwarder to put themſelves to faftings 
and abſtinence after their faſhion, with Devot ions, Alms-deeds, and the 
like, to make to themſelves a confidence of, or eſtabliſh te themſelves a 
righteouſneſs in, (as the Apoſtles Phraſe is in Rem. 10. 3. ) and to — 
cha 
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chaſe to theraſelves thereby ſorgiveneſi of (chat I ay not with reſe- 
ro ſome of them, alſo a liceale to a Ac their Sins, and to 
merit and deſerve Gods favour and eternal Life : when we that have 
the purity and npbckey of the truth of God more clearly amon 
us, and are Inſtructed into the alone ſufficiency in the grace in Chri 
Jeſls, and have all freely promiſed to us upon his account only in a 
way of obedience to him, and his inſtructions are yet too backward 
to yield up our ſelves to him, and to beat ſuch coſt and charge, and 
exerciſe ſuch pain and patience as his inſtructions direct us to, and 
his grace and love ingage us to, that we might enjoy the pourings 
out of his ſpirit upon us, gloriſy him worthily in our generations, 
and do good to others to our capacities. 

6, Now upon all theſe premiſes I cannot but deſire for all men, e- 
ſpecially for my friends and acquaintance, that the Lord would grant 
to them, that by all that is dene by what is other v here more fully 
and clearly ſaid by more learned Perſons, they may fo diſcern, and ſee 
the Abominations of that Harlot, as to avoid them, and keep chem- 
ſelves far from them, not ſiſtening to any of their fair and ſpecious 
flatceries that would entice thereto, of whom I may ſay in Solomons 
words, None that go into ber (that is, very few or none of thoſe that vil- 
lingly. go into teilowſhip with her) return again, neither do they take 
hold of the paths of Tife, fo as to walk in the way of good men, and keep 
the path of the righteous ; but with the ſinple ones, and rhe young man 
void of underſtanding, that declining towards the corner of the ſtrange wiman, 

go in the path to her Bake, who with ber fair ſpeech are made to-yeild, and with 
the flattering of ber lips are inticed; they go after ber, us the Ox to the ſlaugb- 
ter, or 4s 4 fobl to the rorredion of the flocks, till a dart firike through their li- 
ver, 4s 4 Bird that baſterh to rbe fnare ;& know: not that it is for their liſe even 
for the life of their precious Souls. Oh! might what follows with re- 
ference to this ſcarlet Whore be confidered and received, wherein wiſ- 
dom adds--- Hearken now therefore unto me, O ye Children, and attend to the 
werd of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline or bend towards ber way, go not 
2flray in er. for ſhe bath caſt 'down many wounded; eas, many firong 
men (men of ſtrong parts) have been ſlain by ber, as to ſpiritual liſe. Her 
houſe is the way to Hell (whether men think and believe ſo or not) go- 
ing down to the chumbers of death, Prov,2.19,20. and 7.7.8, 9. 21,22.23. 
Sc. For if the Scriptures be true, as undoubtedly they are (both 
they and we covfefs, that though they love to puzzle men with que- 
ſtions needleſly, how theyknow them to be the Scriptures, or word 
of God, as if we muſt be beholding to them for that which is falle) 
then ſeeing the'Scriptures affirm that no Idolaters ſhall inherit che 
kingdom of God, nor any that love or make a lye, they then that are 
of, and hold communion with that Church, are in a ſad and piteous 
caſe, 
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caſe, they being clearly guiley of Idolatry, and groſs falſhoods; as 
may from what is ſaid, & many other things that I have omitted be eafi. 
Iydiſcerned. And though ſomemen —_ think ) charitably ſuppoſe 
that ſome, who through their invincible Ignorance, are neceſſitated to 
live in their communion, may find mercy with God, they believin 

and holding the fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian faith, howgh 
joy ned with ſuch corruptione, as they joyn therewith 3 whofe cha- 
ritable conceſſions to that purpoſe have, l fear, laid a ſhare for the feet 
of many z Lam. conſident have been, and are abuſed to that purpoſe 
by her Prieſts and Jeſuits rodraw many in to joyn with them (though 
no ground be given in them for that) and to hold in them that were 
before of it. Yet ſeeing (as I queſtion not) the falſe Apoſtles, and the 
Gollathians feduced by them, did hold the main Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian faith too, only joy ned with them a neceſſity of Circumciſion, as 
theſe joyu a neceſſity of communion with their Church in all that ſhe 
mzoynes and impoſeth, unto their ſalvation ; and the Apoſtle for all 


that pronounced, that in cafe they were circumciſed, Chrift would rens 


tbem nothing, Gall. 5. 2. I know little ground we have for that eha- 
rity, or what more than we may have for thoſe of the Tur or Jews 
or Pagans who are invincibly kept from the knowledge of the truth 
of God, and the true way of worſhipping him, received among us 
Chriſtians, by the prevaleney of their falſe Teachers, or the feveritics 
of their Rulers under whofe power they live, that theyalſo may be 
winked at of God and ſaved, Which if it may be ſuppoſed, yet affords 
no good ground for any of us Chriſtians to turn to any of their Reli- 
gions, and as little have we from the forementioned' charitable con- 
ceſſions or ſuppoſitions of ſome to turn to Romes Communion. Nay, 
its moſt dreadfully dangerous for any that have known better, or 
been brought up under the Proteſtant profeſſion, where they have had 
er might have had clear convictions of the falſhoods and evils of that 
Church, to depart from righter ways to her deeeits and eorruptions. 
For to ſuch doubtleſs belongs that dreadful ſentence which we read 
of in Kev, 14. 9, 10, among others unto whom its poſſible it may here- 
after alſo be applicable upon à farther account. Where after the An- 
gels preaching che everlaſting Goſpel openly, as in the Mid-Heaven, 
and warning all Nat ions to tear God and worfhip him, in oppofition 
to the falſe worſhip before in chap. 13. related; and another Angels 
prochiming Bebilon (that is Rowe) to be fallen (both from the true 
Fai th, and worſhip, and from her former luſtre, as before we exptica- 
ted it) there follows a third Angel proetaiming with a loud voice, that 
any man(uamely, if now eſpecially after the two former proclamations 
either yet,or having not done fo before now) ſhalt worſhip the Beal, and 
bis Image, aud receive his Mark in bis forchead,or in bis band, (ſhall either 
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<retly, either in grofeſbpn dr practice teceiye the 
ck and badge-okrommuninu. anddellewthip with the falſe worfhip 

ot Rome, for Far clearly as vas betarenoted, the Momas ſupport- 
ed by, and riding the Beaſt, 'whoſe worfhippers ate here threatned) 
the ſame ſhell drink of the Wine of the wrath of God, which iswithout mixture 
oured into the Cup of bis indignation, and ſhall be tormemtod with fire and 
3 in the preſence of the boly Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb, 
and the-ſmokg of their torment aſcendath up for ever and ever; an they bave 
no reſt day or night; mo wirfeip the Beaſt and bis image; and whoſoever receiv- 
eth the Mark of hu name, A dreadful ſentence worthy to be thought of 
and trembled at by all that ſtill retain the falſe Idoatrous worſhip 
ꝓractiſed in the Romiſh Church, eſpecially by ſuch of them as live a- 
mong the Proteſtant reformed Churcbes, and more eſpecially ſtili 
that having had better light and education, do return or relapſe there- 
to. A ſentence in which is no reſpe& of perſons, but what or whoe- 
ver they be, high or low, rich or poor, Princes or peaſants, God will 
notbe partial in his judgment upon them; but if they will venture 
upon theſe ſins, they muſt alſo expe to indure theſe terrible tor- 
ments here expreſſed, and tbe Mighty man ſpall cry there bitterly, Zeph. 
1. 14. O heavy portion of all our. Engliſh Roman Catholicks. The 
Lord open their eyes to ſee the evil of the way they are in, and per- 
ſwade them to renounce it, 8c to depart therefrom, tor it will be moſt 
fad in the latter end. Though its probable that they of Rome may de- 
viſe to make ſad the portion of ſuch as warn & proteſt againſt them, & 
deſire their converſion ; and that they may alſo proſper a while in 
their deſigus, and bring.ſad things upon the righter Worſhippers be- 
fore their miſery come up on them, & cherefore it follows in Rev. 14. 
12, Here is the patience of the Saints, here arethey that keep the Commandments 
of God, and the faith of Fefus. Here namely about this}time, 'when this 
is proclaimed, and this warning given that is mentioned in the fore- 
going verſes, here is ehe patience of the Saints, then the Saints and 
right Worſhippers ſhall have time to exerciſe their patience in wait- 
ing for the accompliſhment of that predicted judgment; or alſo they 
may have a ſad time of tryal, and therein for exerciſe of their pari- 
ence becauſe of ſome eminent ſufferings then befalling them, to en- 
courage them under which, and to keep the Commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jeſus, it is therefore added, That be bears a voice from 
Heaven, ſaying Writeh,leſſed are the dead that dy in the Lord, from bence- 
ferth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labeurs, and theiv 
wirks ſhall follow them; as imply ug that thenceforth would follow ſich 


labours and ſufferings of eie Saints, as well would it be with thoſe. 


that ſhouid endure them to-deathyſo as to dy in the Lord ; and hap- 
py ſhould be the dead of them tather than the living, before the fad 
doom 
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doom of the Beaſt-worſhippers:come upon then; Bat yet as they 
chut theneeforth eſpet ly dy in the Bord ſhall be bleſſed, ſo thę 
Beaft-Worfhippers however long they may live; and their doom 
be deferred, ate and ſhalſ be in the iſſue moſt accurſad. n 

Which things being ſo, let us, I pray Sir, beware of that falſe wor- 
ſhip, keeping cloſe to the Scriptures of truth, and to the ſacred truths 
revealed in the Scriptures, and not for any reſpect, honour, friend- 
ſhip, or worldly and carual advantages ieſpect them, and turn aſide 
to ſo corrupt and dangerous away and worſhip, as that of the Ro- 
man Communion. Gad will certainly better bare with ſuch as have 
as it were been held captive by their deceits being always educa- 
ted and brought up under them, then with ſuch as having been bet- - 
ter inſtructed, do turn aſide to them. Oh that theſe Nations and che 
Inhabitants thereof, would therefore look about them, and beware 
how they liſſen to any that would thereto ſeduce them, and mind 
thoſe many convincing arguments, and clear and unanſwerable de- 
monſtrations of the deſperate badneſs of that Church, and its ways, 
and Doctrines, and doings, which by many hands have been offered 
to them, which yet if they pleaſe, they may conſult with and confi- 
der, among which, beſide theſe many worthy men who have for- 
merly wrote excellently againſt her corruptions, as Fewel, Reinolds, 
Morton, and many others, the Labours of the Learned Doctor Stil- 
ling fleet, Dr. Tillitſen, Dr. Brevint, Dr. Whitby, Sr. Chriſtopher Wyvel, 
(who it ſeems in his Minority was educated among or inſnared with 
them) and Mr. Gilbert Burnet, in my indgment, are very worthy con- 
ſideration. And oh that men would not dally and trifle in ſo great 
a matter as their own Salvation, but be ſerious and conſiderative in 
what they do therein, allways remembring that of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, What will it profit a man to gain the whole World, and looſe bis own 
Soul ? Or what ſhall a man give in Exchange for bis Soul? For the Son of 
man ſhall come in the glory of bis Father with bis Angels, and then be will 
give to every man according to his Works, Math. 16. 26. 27. And that if” 
thy band offend thee, cut it off and caft it from thee, and ſoif thy foot effend 
thee, for better it is to enter into the Kingdom of God, having but one band 
or foot, and ſo balting or maimed, than having two bands or two feet to be 
caſt into Hell Fire, where the Worm dyeth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thine Eye (thy right Eye) offend ibee, pluck it out and caſt it from thee, 
for better it is to enter into the Kingdom of God having but one Eye, then 
. having both thine Eyes to be caſt into Hell Fire where the Worms dyeth not, and 
the Fire is not quenched, Mark 9.44. 48. Conſider what is herein (though 


but briefly and weakly) propounded, and the Lord blels it to every 
L one 
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may und mall read it, for the eſtabliſhing them in ann where 
— weak and wayering thereabout, if no1 es Fr wayed thereft om, 
for the recovering ſueh as have declined or rred. from. it, 
and the Lord deliver us all from every evil work;an preſerve: us to 
his everlaſting Kingdom, i in hom take my leave, and remain, 


Fours and every Mans, fo ſerve you and them 
in the faith and truth of Chrift, 


